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PBEFACE. 



In this little tr6rk, I have embodied every 
thing I could learn about Dryburgh and iti 
Abbey — every tradition I could pick up from 
the old inhabitants — old James Hood, who is 
60 years of age — the old roan of the hill, James 
Barry, who is SS^and what I could find in the 
several Libraries of Dryburgh and Edinburgh — 
what I could glean from Sir Walter Scott, and 
Sir David Brewster — from the family of Be*- 
mersyde — and from Mr. James, the celebrated 
author in this neighbourhood. It is, perhaps, 
not so well arranged as I could wish, but as 
the first Edition sold rapidly, it may not be so 
indifferent as I think it. I now throw myself 
on the opinion of a generous public ; it is their 
j^d opinion I value — as for the maledictions of 
the critics I have often met with them in my 
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life, and if I meet with the same thing again, I 
muiit say of it as the soldier said uhen he was 
going to be shot^ ^^l hope God will enable rue 
to bear it." 

Happy critics, now^n your day, - 
Pull out pour pen*, and slat h anay 



at your friend and gervant, 



The Author. 
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DRYBURGH. 



CHAPTER r. 



See yonder roin*cl mosi-growii pile. 
Its mantled walla and Gothic aiile | 
There roott old owli, jeckdawi, and erowi^ 
And there the mantling ivy growi. 



XN a Peninsula of 52 acres, formed by one of 
the great windings of the Tweed, commonly 
called the Crescent of that river, in the south- 
west nook of Berwickshire, stand the venerable 
Ruins of Dryburgh Abbey — the towering peak 
of which forms a very conspicuous object in 
the landscape, from the post road leading from 
Edinburgh to Jedburgh— from the former of 
which it is 36 miles distant, and 10 from the 
latter. The Tweed in all its course is not the 
boundary between England and Scotland ; here 
it only divides Berwickshire from Roxburgh- 
shire, and it abounds with salmon, trout, eels, 
and fresh water fish of every kind. 

Dryburgh derives its name from the ancient 
language of the country, and signifies a bank 
of oaks, as the land rises in a sloping bank 
from the margin of the Tweed to the top of 
Dryburgh Hill, about 1000 feet high,* on which 

^ The old people here say, that their fathers told them that the 
flat land at the foot of Drybnrgh Hill was called Drysdale, from 
there being no springs or wells, which ii sull the case, the Tiveed 
supplying water to the inhabitantt. 
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stands the colossal statue of Wallace; and 
vestt^s of old oaks are stiU occasionally found 
in this hiir, which joins Clinthill, known to the 
world by the character of Peter of Clinthill, 
depicted in the Waverley Novels in a masterly 
manner* 

The first notice relating to Dryburgh, as a 
religious house, must have been prior to 522 of 
the Christian sra, since we find Moden, a 
Scots saint, mentioned as Abbot of it at that 
time, in several books which record the early 
history of the Gospel in Scotland. (See 
Chalmers^ B. 1. p. 142/ King in Ms talUnder; 
and the Breviary •/ Aberdeen*) This saint 
is said to have made apostolical excursions into 
the more northern parts of Scotland, and to 
have preached the Gospel about Dumbarton 
and Lochgarry, and in SKirlingshire, espectallv 
about Falkirk, where his memory was much 
respected. The lesser Chapel in the Abbey still 
bearsh>tsname«— this we think sufficiently proi^es 
that Dryburgh was a religious house at as early 
a date as Abercorn, or any of the other places 
mentioned by Bede in his early Ecclesiasiieal 
Hislorj/. 

In an inclosure still called the Chapel Field, 
about a mile west of the ruins of Dryburgh, 
were found, in 1783, the remains of a place of 
worship, concerning which there is no record 
more than the tradition of the name of the field. 
On this spot, most probably, was situated the 
ancient residence of the Monks, when St Moden 
presided over the clergy in this district — it is 
close to the ri%'er, where there is still a ford 
bearing the name of" The Monks^ lord^'* from 
the frequent passage of those holy fathers be* 
tween Dryburgh and Old Melrose, being only 
0ne mile distant from the latter place. On the 
site of the inclosure round the chapel, greiy a 
splendid ash tree, measuring 12 feet in circum* 
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ferencB at 18 feet from the g;round: this vene* 
rable tree was cat dowil at the instigation of a 
person who wished to have a roller of larse 
dimensions for his turnips. It was by much the 
finest tree upon the estate^ and it was a thousand 
jpities to cut it down. 

Sometime before 1150, Hu^ de Morville, 
Ijord of Lauderdale, and Beatrix de Beauchamp, 
his wife, founded the present Abbey, and after* 
wards obtained a charter of confirmation from 
Datid I., who in the deed assumes the appella- 
tion of Founder, as is usual on similar occasidnt 
lit ancient times, though now-a-days Sovereigns 
are satisfied with the title of Patrons.* 

it appears that the cemetery of St Mary*s, at 
Dryburgb:, was consecrated on St Martin's dav^ 
anno 1150 (the pari^ is now called Martin 
parish, corrupted to Mertoun) ; the record of 
which is as follows : — Quo die ceemeterim Ec» 
de^ke Stas. Mnrim it Drjfburgh sacris ritihuM 
c^nstcraias iunt^ ne dcemonts in eis grassa^ 
ttnlur. 

There is a yew tree of uncommon beauty, 
and upward!) of {% feet in circumference, at six 
feet from the ground, growing in the cemetery 
of this Abbey, which, according to the usual 
custom on these occasions, was planted by the 
Monks, as this one seems by its size to have 
i>een thus planted contiguous to the Chapter 
House of the Abbey, and which with the lesser 
Chapel is of greater antiquity than the High 
Church to the northward of it. In this Chapter 
House were deposited the bodies of Hugo de 
Morville, and Beatrix de Heauchamp, his wife. 
This Hugo was Constabularius Scoiias in the 
reign of David, and his brother Willitfm — and 
his son Richard was High Constable in that of 
Malcolm IV., and his grandson William also 

* This Hago de Morrille came to Scotland with Sir Walter 
Tjrrel, who ibok Wiiliam Rttfiih in iH taewtoreit with an arrow. 

bS 
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ill Malcolm's reign. Hugo was . one of the , 
Normans settled in Scotland, concerning whose 
family the above particulars are sufficiently 
authenticated. 

The liew cloisters of Dryburgh were dedi- 
cated by William Malvoisin, Bishop of St 
Andrew's, on the 4th of the Ides of September, 
that is the 10th day, 1208, which is clearly set 
down in the Chronicle of Melrose f he also 
planted the great yew tree. 

The first Abbot of Dryburgh, after the new 
foundation by H. de Morville, whose Christian 
name is kviown, was Roger, whose surname 
is not handed down. This Abbot Roger of 
Dryburgh brought Monks from Alnwick, and 
made the first establishment of a regular, house 
on the charter of David I., and took possession 
in 115S. H. de Morville died anno 1163.— 
These Monks brought from Northumberland, 
were of the order of Premontre, which order 
was founded in 1118, by Norberg, Bishop of 
Magdeburgh: they were also called White 
Monks, from the colour of their robes or tunic, 
and the rules of the order were very strict 
indeed. The plan of this Abbey is the same as 
Alnwick. 

. Abbot Roger surrendered his charge in 1177, 
and was succeeded by his Prior Gerald, who, 
after being superior of this Abbey 39 years, was 
translated to Alnwick, and became Abbot of 
that Monastery, anno 1^09; Richard, 1190; 
Alan, 1196; Gilfred, 1208; Hugh, 1221; Wal- 
<er, 1240; John, 1250; Oliver, 1269; William, 
J296; William, 13J6; David, J324 ;, Andrew, 
1:>54 ; John, 1434; James, 1444; Andrew 
Formun, 1501 ; James 0>;;ilvie, 1516; David 
Hamilton, 1523; John Stewart, 1555; David 
Erskine, Comniencator.* 

William de Dr>buro:h became Abbot of this 

• Cbrtiiidt of JHcIrjse. 
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place, as is stated, by election, ]209. One bun- 
dred and thirteen }eard after, in 1329, this Ab- 
bey was burnt by tlie plundering soldiers of Ed* 
ward II. of England, as is said, about the be- 
ginning of September. Barbour mentions that 
the encampment ot tho English army was on the 
heights of Dryburgh,* and the destruction of 
this religious house by (ire, along with that of 
Melrose, extended only to the Cloisters of that 
Abbey, which they rifled and burnt, but spared 
the beautiful Church. Dryburgh sulTered more 
severely ; it is baid they were burnt partly in 
spite, because the bells were heard ringing a 
merry peal for joy at the departure of the 
English army, and their overthrow at Bannock- 
burn, where they certainly paid the piper for 
their former misdeeds; but the silly ringers 
began their bob major too soon, as the English 
general, who had not passed Lillyard*s-Edge, 
retraced his steps and burnt both Abbeys. The 
ringers ought to have had their heads rung 
off for their folly — and the Abbots ought to 
have had a cap and bells each for permitting it. 
However, Dryburgh was repaired soon after, 
by order of King Hobert II., but upon a much 
smaller scale than the ancient fabric, as appears 
from the external marks still visible; however, 
in the long run, this Abbey became much larger 
than the other four in this part of the country, 
viz. Melrose, Jedburgh, Kelso, and Lindisfern. 
In clearing out the rubbish, at various times 
masses of melted lead and vitrified glass (dropped 
from the roof and windows) were found, in con- 
sequence of the conflagrations ; nor did it ap- 
Eear that more than one-half of the old buildings 
ad been repaired after the fire in Edward's 
time, and not more of the Church was saved at 
that time than the transept of the Cross, part of 
which is still standing, and is called St Mary^s 

B 4 
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Aisle. It is divided tnto three burial places ; 
that of i^ir Walter Scott, Baronet, in right of 
his grandmother's family. Lady Haliburton; 2. 
Thut of James Erskine, Esq. of Shieldfield and 
IHiplrosc; and S. That of James Z. Haig, Ebo. 
6f the very ancient family of Bemersyde, which 
possessed these lands in the time of Thomas 
the Rliymer, of Hershilton, or Earlstouni as 
appears from his prophecy — 

"Wliate'er betide, Whatever befa', 

ThereMI be a Haig There*!! be a Kitigbt 

In BeiBert)de. Of Purvit Ha*.« 

And is descended from the Earls of Lennox, 
^vbo went to the holy wars^t That part (the 
iiave) of the Church, remained unrepaired, ap- 
pears from tomb-stones erected on tiie rubbish 
prior to the Reformation; one of them has the 
following inscription, and is built into the 
wall of the Church to preserve it : — Uicjacet 

Honor s Vir Adam Ilobson de Gleddiswood^ 

qui obiit 7 mo Oclobrisj anno domini 1555 ;— 
and then is added a true lover's knot, in em* 
1)lem that it was placed there by his wife ; but 
the sculptor, perhaps with a view of handin(( 
down to posterity that the lady was more of the 
piquanle than the amiable, has placed two thirties 
at the ends of the knot, instead of roses ; in the 
middle of the stone is a Cross with Fleur-de- 
Lis at the ends. This of course was prior to 
the destruction of the Abbey by the Church 
destroyers, and the functionaries in the reigns 
of Mary Queen of Scots and James VL, who 
wrecked their fury on the Scots Cathedrl^ls to 
their own and their country's disgrace and de* 
triment, — for see what barns they worship God 
in at the present day. 

* And lbe«e prophecies still bold good — 1886. 
f They still biivc the Saltier or Crost in iheir arniorial bearinf 
•B that account. 
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Observe the wis^m of the popular leader ih 
<jrlas^ow, whose uaiiie— " God blesB U"— we 
Dnrortanately ha?e not had handed down to ut. 
He asked ttiese Ecclesiastieal incendiaries^ 
^< Who would build another Cbui*eh for the Pf» 
testants, IF they burnt down the magnificent St 
Mungo's ?" — which now stands in Ulasgow the 
greatest ornament of that city, as it conimeroo- 
rates the wisdom of its inhabitants, and the 
madness and folly of the destroyers, who burnt 
down all the other Cathedrals in Scotland— * 
the little Chapel of Roslin, from its smallnesSi 
. and perhaps paucity of silver plate to fill the 
pockets of those fanatics, escaped their rapacity, 
and shows what beautiful structures the parish 
churches must have been in those days— ^how 
the character of ^' the wise tnen of Glasgow" 
rises when we think of this ! 

But to return, — Patrick de Dryburgh is cele- 
brated, anno 1530, as a Latin poet and orator, 
and also as a man of science. (See Hny*M 
ReL Sac. p. 302.) 

Randolph de Strode, a Monk of this house, 
is particularly mentioned by several of his con* 
temporaries, and amongst the rest by the cele- 
brated Chaucer, as a poet of eminence ; he was 
one of the Catholics who entered the lists with 
the distinguished John Wicklitfe, as we find 
in APKentdti^s Lives j voL 1. p. 462 ; Dempster, 
Liber. 17, p. 596, in bis Appendix to hisCnurch 
History of Scotland ; and this last Author gives 
the following list of his Works :— Fflftirte Xjes* 
' sidas Versu. Cons^.queniiarum Formultn — this 
book Doctor M*'Kenzie says in bis Lives, he 
saw in the Libraries of Oxford. Consequenlias 
Cum. Comm.Alex. Sermonttas etdeclarationibus 
Gaelani ei Questionibus Frachantini — he tells 
us it was printed at Venice, anno 1517^ 4to^ 

* Kicept Si Magnns, in the Orkney hiand ; I 8up])ost tlejr 
were afraid of crossing the sta to do stoch a deed of darkness. 
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with his obligations annexed. 2. Sophismatum 
SlophcB. 3. Itinerarium Terrce Sanctae. 4r. 
Panegyrico Versa Patre. 5. Summuliae Logi" 
cales^ Phantasma Randolphi. G. Posteriories ei 
JXVIIL Argumenia contra WickUffium liat^ 
rilicum. 

In the Parliament which met the 18th day of 
February, 1472, in the presence of our Sove- 
reign Lord the Kin^ (James III.)) and the 
Bishops, Abbots, Priors, noble Dukes, Earls, 
Lords of Parliament, Barons, Freehloders (or 
Lairds), and Commissioners of boroughs, we 
find the Abbot of Dryburgh amongst the milred 
Abbots as underwritten : — Alexander, Duke of 
Albany; Bishops of Aberdeen, Dunkeld, Ork- 
ney, and Ross ; Abbots of Arbroath, Dri/burgh^ 
Holyrood- House, Melrose, Scoone, and Pais- 
ley ; Priors of Coldingham, May, Portmoak, 
and Restenoth; Claris, the Chancellor, Errol, 
Marshal, Huntley, Crawford, Morton, Avgylc, 
and Rothes; Lords Innermeith, Erskine, Hali- 
burton, Seaton, Borthwick, Darnley, Lindsay, 
Gray, Forbes, Kilmarris, Kennedy, Hamilton, 
. Saltoun, and Monipenny. 

Pinkerton, after Walsingham, {voL I. p. S2,) 
mentions the burning of Melrose, Dryburgh, 
and Newbattle, by the army of Richard 11. 
He says — '' The destruction of Melrose,* long 
respected by the religious awe of the English, 
to whom it had afforded early saints and teach- 
ers, was the first vVarlike act of Richard II., the 
disgrace of his arms, and the omen of his mental 
weakness. Dryburgh and Neu battle, two 
venerable Monasteries, and Edinburgh with her 
Churches, were successively given to the flames. 
The Scots, unable to contend with an enemy so 
tuperior in numbers, prudently followed the 
advice of Robert ihe Bruce, withdrew their 
cattle and efiects into castles, forests^ and wilds, 

* end Mclroic. 
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and destroyed their foes by unceasing ambus- 
cades and excursions." 

Dryburgh was again repaired and beauti* 
fied in a superior manner ; and the next Abbot 
we find who presided over this house, was 
Andrew Forman, a younger son of the Laird* 
of Hattan, in Berwickshire ; he held the Abbey 
of Dryburgh in comniendara, anno 1512, He 
was Apostolic Prothonotary in Scotland, and 
Prior of the Isle of May in 1497, being then 
about thirty years of age, and became soon after 
very considerable by his talents and negotia- 
tions of state. He was Postulate for the Bishop 
of Murray in 1501; in which year he, with Robert, 
Archbishop of Glasgow, and Patrick, Earl of 
Bothwell, was appointed to treat for the mar- 
riage of James IV. King of Scots, and Margaret 
Tudor, she nothing loth, daughter of Henry 
YII. King of England, to conclude this match, 
as all the preliminaries were settled, and the 
Pope*s dispensation obtained, as Pitscotti in- 
forms us, who says the Abbot of Dryburgh 
(Forman) had a considerable share in the nego- 
tiations; and he also says of him, that when 
he went to Rome he was so fortunate as to 
negotiate a peace between Pope Julius 11. 
and Louis XII. ot^ Prance. He went to Rome 
by way of London, where he was most gra- 
ciously received by Henry VIII., being in- 
vested at that time with the public character 
of ambassador to his Holiness, by whom,fbeing 
found to be well acquainted with business, he 
.was employed to confer with the King of France 
to obtain a well-arranged peace. The account 
of this transaction, and its good consequences to 
the Abbot of Dryburgh, are ^iven by Lindsay 
in so pleasant a way, that I will relate it to the 
reader as 1 find it :— 

* The word Laird meant a maa of courage, or ckief— -new a 
freeholder. 
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<^ I6IQ4 In the mean tiine there was an Ab« 
bot in SeotlancI of tlie name of Andrew Formatv^ 
who was passings to Rome on business, who 
rode on bis own mule through En jiand| where 
be was received and very well treated by Henry 
VI 11.) and that for the King of Scots* sake. He 
then passed forward to Rome, where he was 
received by the Pope, and treated as a stranger. 
At this time Louis King; of France and Pope 
Julius fell at discord— and the Pope colleeteci 
an army of 100,600 men to march against Louis 
Bourbon, as he called him, and to give him 
"battle if he would not yield to his desires. The 
King of France seeing the Pope^s rigorousness 
against him, raised four score thousand men, 
and took the field manfully against him, with a 
triumphant army. The armies met within a Seois 
mile of eaeh other, at the sound of the trumpet. 
This noble Abbot Forman being with the Pope 
at the time, requested his Holiness's leave to 
go and speak with the King of France, to draw 
some good ways, and being concerned for the 
evil of both parties, he was permitted by the 
Pope, who was right glad at his desire. The 
Abbot immediately went to where the French 
King was lying at the head of his army, who 
received the holy Abbot with reverence, and 
treated him very kindly for the King of Scot- 
land's sakej and was very blythe at his coming-^ 
trusting that he would not permit the Pope to 
give him battle, and on that account granted the 
Abbot of Dryburgh many of his requests, &c. 
The Abbot returned to his Holiness with con« 
cessions on the part of the King, which he got 
the Pope to accept, who met the King, and they 
embraced each other, agreeing upon all matters 
debateable between them, by the labours and 
counsel of this holy Abbot, who was very richly 
rewarded, and obtained great favour of the 
great men of both parties (and well be might, 
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kM he saved many of their lives that day) ; and 
his Holiness ali§[hted from off his mule and gave 
her to Abbot Forman, with great gifts of gold, 
Und bad him to Rome with him, and made him 
his legate to Scotland. 

^' The Abbot of Dr^burgh made the Pope a 
great banquet in one of his palaces, and invited 
the Pope and ail his Cardinals thereto. When 
4he dinner was served, and his Holiness and hit 
conclave of Cardinals duly placed and seated 
according to their estate — it was then the cus* 
torn that he who aught the house and f^eve the 
banquet, should say the gVace and bless the 
meat^ so they requested the holy Abbot to say 
grace, who not being a good scholar, and had 
not good Latin, but began in the Scots fashion 
of those days in this manner, Benedicit, believ* 
ing they would have answered Dominus^ but 
they answered Dans^ in the Italian fashion, 
which put the noble Abbot 'past his intendment, 
that he wist not how to proceed, but ^ave the 
Supposed blessing in good Scots (which they 
Understood not), thus«i-^ To the devil I give all 
false carls in nomine Patris, Filiij et Spiriius 
Sand f —in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, Amen^ said they ;— then the Abbot 
and his suite of Scots Monks laughed — and 
when the Pope and the Cardinals got in their 
cups—* • 

* Full of the juice of the Tuscan grape.* 

Shak^fears. 

the Abbot told them what he had said, saying 
at the same time he was not a good clerk, and 
that their eminences had pjit him past his in« 
tendment ; and therefore be had given them all 
lo the devil in broad Scots, which made the 
Pope laugh heartily at the Cardinals* expencc^^ 

* A flayer priest, or a more courtly groom, 
Ke'eripurr'd hit palfrey in the itrcett of Rome/ ^ 
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This passage of Pitscotti sufficiently mark* 
themannersof the times; and he also informs us, 
that in those days cunning- and impudence were 
much more to the purpose in state affair.*!, than 
learnins^ and eloquence ; for it is evident that 
Abbot Fornian was both rude and illiterate, and 
yet none of his countrymen were more success- 
ful in neo^otiati^g state affairs, or raised them* 
selves to higher importance by their talents and 
address. 

Forman having thus successfully acquitted 
.himself at Rome, obtained in 1510 letters from 
Pope Julius II. to the Kings of France and 
England ; the former Sovereign appointed him 
Archbishop of Bruges in Berry, one of the 
richest benefices in the kingdom of France, of 
which Pitscotti mentions, or rather gives as a 
very comfortable rental, being, says he, " to 
him yearly in profit 400 tun of wine, and 10,000 
franks of gold, with other small commodities 
which cannot be here rehearsed." 

From Home, as 1 said above, he went to 
Paris, on his embassy to Louis XIL, to which 
he had been appointed by his new Sovereign 
James IV., on the 2d of January, 1511, and 
who was so much satisfied with Abbot Fornian's 
diligence and abilities, that he recommended 
him to his Holiness for a Cardinal's hat, and 
promised it by the Pope, which would have been 
obtained bad that Pontiff lived, as we learn 
in Bpist. liegum Scot^ vol. 1. p. 138 and 142. 
Forman continued ambassador in France until 
1512, when he returned to Scotland with Lord 
Bernard Stuart, and Alexander Stuart, a N.8. 
of King James IV. appointed Archbishop of 
St Andrews, a young man of extraordinary 
capacity, justly celebrated by the great Eras- 
mus in his Adagia^ on account of his first rate 
talents and abilities, and amiable dispositions, 
who fell bravely fighting by his father's side. 
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and in defiance of his life, on Flodden*« bloody 
field. 

This errand of Forman^s proved fatal to his 

Sovereign, as by his iiitrio^ues he en<>;a2red him 

in the quarrel with his brother in-laiv Henry 

YIII., in which the Kin;^ of Scots lost hid life 

as above stated, with the flower of his nobility. 

Liord Bernard Stuart (and Lord de Daubigny) 

secured the Scots nobility by flattery and ij^ra* 

tuities in money, and excited the animosity of the 

Scots against the Engii$«h, always easily kindled. 

lie, in concert with Forman, engaged the Kinjf 

of Scots in a quarrel with his brother-in-law* 

He first stated to James, that on examining^ the 

will of Henry VII., it was found that the jewels 

of Prince Arthur had been left to Margaret 

Queen of Scots, and he admonished James to 

claim them, which King James did, and sent 

Abbot Forman to London for that purpose. Buf 

these mischief-makers were disappointed for this 

time, as the motives of the embassy were perfectly 

known in London before the Abbot of Dry- 

burgh's arrival ; and Henry, either through 

magnanimity, or thinking he had jewels of far 

greater value, received Forman in a most cour* 

teous and friendly manner, perhaps on his own 

account more than his Sovereign's, and gave him 

assurances of the full restitution of the bequest 

in the late King*s will, and the delivery of the 

jewels to the Queen of Scotland's agent, a9 soon 

as he should be appointed for that purpose. 

Lord Bernard Stuart (for we do not call him by 

his French title) was seized with a fever on his 

journey from Edinburgh to the Court at Stirling, 

soon after the return of Forman from London, 

and died at Corstorphine Castle, belonging to 

the Foresters, and was buried in the very ancient 

Church of that place, where a monument was 

erected to his memory by his own family, th« 

Lennox's, and is still to be seen. 
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This Lord Bernard Stuart, son of Lord John 
Stuart, Lord d'Aubigne — by Beatrix d'Assa- 
ehar— tvas one of the most distinguished men 
#f his time; he commanded the armies of 
Charles VIII. and Louis XII. in Italy, and 
was Viceroy of Naples ; we are told by Bran* 
tome that he was the first Captain in the armies 
ii^f Louis XII. But this author has fallen into 
a very extraordinary blunder with regard to the 
house of Lennox, for he sajs Lord Bernard 
Stuart left a son who was father to the Duke 
of Lennox, but Lord Bernard was the last male 
c^f his line, leaving by his wife Vl^^ilhelmii^a de 
Boceard only two daughters, Ann, who wks the 
wiib of Robert Stuart, Count de Beaumont, and 
Joan, wife of Philip de Brague Seigneur de 
Licat; and then the fifth d^Aubigne escheated 
to the Crown of France, it was then granted to 
Lord John Stuart, brother of Matthew, Earl of 
Lennox, who was the father of Esme (pro* 
nounced Emy) first Duke of Lennox and 
d'Aubigne, whose line failed in Charles, who 
died at Elsineur, in Denmark, December S], 
J679, ambassador to the Court of Copenhagen, 
and the inheritance went to Charles II. his 
nearest heir or male relation. ' 

This Lord John Stuart, father of the Duke 
of Lennox, was Captain of the Scot6 Guard, 
and Governor of Avignon, a great favourite of 
Francis I. and Pope Clement VII., an accom* 
plished and elegant person, of whom John de 
Bouchet, in his Annals of Aquitaine^ has given 
us a very interesting anecdote. At the inter» 
view between Francis I. and the Pope at Mar- 
fieilles, in October, 1533, thr'te very amiable 
and interestingly handsome widow ladies of 
distinction requested Lord John Stuart to in- 
tercede with his Holiness to permit them to 
eat grass on Alagre days, which he very gaU 
lantly promised to do, and kept his word to tlie 
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letter of the law, and was successful— -and oa 
Iiis return to his own Court, be was received 
by those three widows of family and fortune 
with a warmth of gratitude and affection ths 
fair sex in France, d^un certain agiy know full 
well how to return with smiles and witchery^ 
and coinpound interest. 

But to return to Abbot Forman^-^on bis re* 
tura to bis own Court in IdlS, he had the 
Abbey of Coldingham bestowed on him, which 
he held with that of Dryburgh, being a mitred 
Abbey. (Pitscotti p. 170 J This shows that 
pluralists were permitted in those days, what* 
ever our modern clergy may think of it — though 
certainly in church affairs the shepherd ougat 
always to be present. 

Forman having returned as ambassador to 
France in 1513, continued stedfast to his former 
system of influencing the mind of his Sovereign 
^ll^inst the ambitious views of Henry Vlll. of 
Kngland, whom he represented as waiting only 
for an opportunity to subdue the realm of Scot* 
land, which he said he would find no difficulty 
in doing, if by his success in France his power 
and wealth, already so formidable, should be 
increased ; and he piqued James on the honour 
formerly pledged to the King of France on the 
subject of assistance, if he should be attacked 
by King Henry.* 

Pitscotti tells us, that the Queen of France^ 
on this occasion, wrote a letter of a very gallant 
strain to King James with her own hand, call* 
uig him, ^' her Loie^^ and telling him in the 
most confidential manner, '^ that she had been 
severely Yebuked for bis sake in public at the 
Court of France, for standing up for his honour, 
and entreated him to assist the French Kins^ 
with his marine, and to make a diversion in 
favour of the French by entering England by 

* Sec Regislcr of Drybarglj. 
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kind, wliibli would oblige the King of England 
to recal hi? troops, which were spoiling France, 
to defend his own kingdom when invaded, and 
desist from his enterprises on the Continent."^ 
This very 'amorous letter from the Queen of 
JFrance was accompanied by ^ ring from her 
finger, as a token of love, and 14,000 French 
crowns as her contribution towards the war. 
What an amorous Bellona this was indeed! 

The whole of this pernicious intrigue seems 
to have been from beginning to end under the 
management of Abbot Forman, and which ended 
so fatally for the King of Scots and the Queen of 
France, as hi: was killed at Fiodden, and sub 
died in a few days of a conscious struck mind 
when she heard of it, never holding up hep 
head afterwards. And it seems very extraordi- 
nary that a Sovereign Prince of James's abili- 
ties should not have perceived that his ambaB* 
Bador was a tool of France, and pensioner also, 
who had an interest to betray him, whilst on the 
other hand he had a greater stake to lose in 
England, should Henry VI IL, of none of the 
most amiable or forgiving dispositions, feel him- 
self exasperated, and change the natural suc- 
cession to the Crown of England, by consent of 
Parliament, and disinherit the Queen of Scots 
and her issue. 

On the death of William Elphinstone, Bishop 
of Aberdeen, who had been named to succeed 
Alexander Stuart, the learned and amiable son 
of James IV. as Archbishop of St Andrews, 
October 23, 1514, Abbot Forman obtained a 
Bull from the Pope to fill the vacant Aber- 
donian See (or Seat), for which he had person- 
ally travelled to Uome ; and also to be in suc- 
cession to the Archiepiscopal mitre of St An- 
drews, as the declining health of Elphinstone 
opened a proi^pect of a vacancy 9t no distant 
period; and by this coup-de-main he overcame I 
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tlie superior merit, family interest, and dignity 
of tlte noble house of Douglas, supported by 
Margaret Tudor, Queen Regent at that time, 
who espoused the pretensions and merit of the 
learned Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, 
and of Hepburn, the Prior of St Andrews, sup- 
ported by the powerful family of Bothwell, and 
their connection among the other noble families 
of the kingdom, and by the recommendation 
eventually forwarded of the Dean and Chapter 
of St Andrews, and the clergy of that diocese. 
The publication of the Papal Bull in favour of 
Abbot Forman, after much opposition, took 
place; and was promulgated at last, and the 
election of Bishop Forman was reluctantly made, 
as he was now tolerably well known in the 
kingdom. 

1510. At his establifihment in the Arch- 
bishop's See of Aberdeen, he obtained the rich 
Abbey of Dunfermline in commendam, having 
resigned that of Dry BURGH some time before 
in fevourof Robert Freeman, his nephew (For* 
man's), who was appointed Abbot of Dryburgb 
in 1515, but waved his nomination (supposed to 
be simoniacally) on a compromise with James 
Ogilvie, of the family of Diskford, who watf 
appointed Abbot of Dryburgh, anno 1515. 

Archbishop Forman, on the arrival of John 
Duke of Albany from France, on his appoint^ 
ment to the Regent chair and bonnet, on May 
10, 1515, attached himself to the new Regent, 
and made himself subservient to his favourite 
Hepburn, sacrificing the interests of his rela** 
tions the Homes, so far as he found it agreeable 
to the new government; and this subserviency 
operated still more effectually in his favour, on 
account of the prejudices the Duke of Albany 
had conceived against Lord Home, at the insti* 
/gation of Hepburn, which being found ill-placed, 
procured the Archbishop a confidence he could 
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Hot otherwise haire acquired. The rich Abbey 
of Coldingham Forinan resigned, to ingratiate 
himself with Lord Home ; and now on bis 
Union with the party of Hepburn, the Regent^s 
farourites, he yielded up Scoon, which, with bis 
Bishopric of Murray, was given to Alexander 
l^tuart, the Regent's elder brother* 

This Alexander Stuart, son of Alexondek* 
Duke of Albany, second son of James II. King 
of Scots, did not inherit his father's title, as tbe 
Duke disowned his marriage with Catherine, 
daughter of the Elarl of Orkney ; she, he said^ 
being within the forbidden degrees bf consan* 
guinjty (to the Duke), was divorced by Act 
of Parliament. His father then married the 
daughter of the Count of Boulogne, by whom he 
had John the Regent. 

1516. Forman negotiated with the malcon* 
tent Lords in the west, who bad seized on the 
military stores sent to his Higbness the Duke 
of Albany in France, and persuaded them, to 
evacuate Glasgow, and return to their fidelity, 
on a general indemnity being granted for their 
^rebellion i and he obtained a pardon for the 
Earls of Arran and Lennox. In the west he 
pet the old Countess of Arran, who was eldest 
daughter of King James II. of Scots. This 
old Countess of Arran was then residing in the 
castle of Cadyowv or Hamilton, and from her 
rank and venerable age saved the place from 
destruction, and her son from attainder — he and 
the Earl of Lennox making submission to the 
flegent. They were received at Court in No- 
vember, the Archbishop being the mediator 
between the Earls and the Government. 

1517. Archbishop Forman was appointed 
one of the Council of Regency during the ab- 
sence of the Duke of Albany in France, ile 
al'terwaids rendered himseif respectable by 
^is iDunifijceuce and hospitality. He iiuidied 






95 

his days id the AUiey of DimrermliDe, anno 
1322. 

If we consider the eminence of Archbishop 
Forman, and his having preserved his. celerity 
without disgrace through so many changes in 
the cQurse of 51 yearsi we must allow him to 
have been a person of esLtraordioAry talents, 
since neither iearning nor elegance of manners 

fave him any superiority, and that the drift of 
is^ politics was adverse to the most powerful 
party in Scotland, and he himself witnout pa- 
tronage after the fall of the Homes by the exe- 
cution of Lord Home, and forced to gain the 
protection of the Regent Albany by his address, 
and to escape the disgrace into which his friends 
and patrons had fallen, and the enmity of thb 
Prior of St Andrews, who was his rival iii the 
appointment to the Primacy. 

There is a little ballad that gives an account 
of the Founder, and some of the Abbots of 
Dryburgh. 

Ptsitor^ ^ • TiMt taU man, pmy, wbo is he, 

iMdet of jtbis white •beet spree * f . 
Sexton, FroiB If onrille that UU Lord did come, 

Aiul Hago it htft Christiaa mune ; 

The Foandep of this Abbey pile, 

Hii -bones they lie in the cold soil 

Of Chapler House. His lady^ too» 

Tov see ber walkiag fall ia Tiesr, 

Now haaging on his lordly ann. 

Which aye )Hrotected ber from basa 

While «tki aliTe^-^hc lies by bins 

In Ghapier Hoase, witbin a rim 

€trded on the pavement floor. 

The narfc, alas ! of their deaAh'i door* 

'Tis inthe nriddle of the hall, 

Too see the lady very taii^l, 

'■SVoni Beauobamp sbecM come aaoa. 

Of Tirtoe was a paragon ; 

Beatrix was her Christian name, 

A lady of much aotc and fame. 

Lord Mofvlllc was High Gbancotkyr 

Of Scotlaod-^and^apcrior 

* They are supposed to be ghosts. 

c 
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Of this grtat hoise in David*i dcyf^ 
To whom be honour and great praise. 
And on good works was aye intent, 
Tbo* Scotland cali'd him " a sare saint." 

Vintor, Next id the line— ^ho have we berOt 
I«ooking so very like a peer ? 

Sexton^ Of jIltoDbnm he was the Uird, 

His bones (bey lie in the kirkyard 

Of Bowden Chorck^ beneath the sward j 

And second Abbot here he was, 

A man who met with great applause. 

Cesifbrd was this Abbot's sire, 

few Abbots'' name stood ever higher; 

Scion of Iloxburgbe's line yon know. 

And on his breast you see a bow ; 

He fought on Cheviot's heathy side 

IVith Paul of Hexham, who soon cried 

Por quarter from brave Altonburn, 

IVhich he did give as a return 

Tor kindness shown unto bis housei^— 

He spar'd the Iffe of Seth de Roose* 

Tintor, Here cornea a ghost not very f U— 

Sixton, It is old Jasper of Mosspaul.* 

He play'd the organ in the church, 
tJntil one day he lost his crutch; 
He tumbled down the belfrey stair^-— 
He died soon after that affair* 
He's buried in that very spot. 
And there his bones they still do rot» . 

Vititor. Now that ta!) man in surplice, white, 
« Who on his tablets oft does write — 

Sexton, 'Tis the third Abbot of this place* 
An historian-~1ook at his face. 
See, 'tis mark'd with mind and sense, 
With judgment, too, he knew finance; 
From Caithness, too, this great man came, 
Johannes Sinclair is his name, 
And Haliburton of Newmains 
His daughter link'd in wedlock's chains, 
Rich tocher got with her thereon. 
They daughters had and a brave son—- 
But now they lie in Mary's aisle. 
Beneath a red stone in the soil. 

Visitor, Here conies a noble courtly man. 

Fray, tell me quick, who is he then ? 

Sexton, In manners gentle, mild, and bland. 
He was a noble of this land. 
Of Dry burgh was the commendator. 
Of vices was the deprecator; 
His wit was great, his sense was strongs 

^ He was the feu farmer of the Hostelry Lands on Soulra Hill, 
where the monks slept on their way to Edinburgh. 
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And far rarpassM hit ntighboor throiig 
In jtfdgmcnt and in t loqoence, 
In CTery other manly sense ; 
With him few o*er could vieor ronsei 
He was the Itord of Aoohlcrbovse, • 
• His manners mceK> was good and gftat, 
Was always upright and sedatew 

VitUor, .The dignity there*! in the mien 

Of that great man by all is seen*-^ '^ 
Fray, who is he ? an Abbot's orook 
He has in hand, likewise a bo^. 

SextOHt Of Abbots he was nomber fonr, ' 

Who bore command within this door* 
His name was Stuart, uncle to" 
Great Darnley's Lord, as all men know ; 
John, honoured Sir, was his first name. 
He came from high Dunfermline* - 
Frcffi £ngiifih Harry's splendid line 
He was descended ; in hie time> 
Queen Margaret Tudor, as all know. 
Was his grantUdame^'^uW men say to. 
At the high alt&r lie his bones. 
Beneath a mass of lime and stones* 

Vintor, Who is that tall priest, pray, in white. 
Who in a t>ook £d jost now write ? 
He looks as if from France he came, 
So thin and tall, he looks so wane 
As if sotrp maigrt was his food 
Since the old time of<Neah's flood. 

Sexton, That is the great St Boisille, 

He came from Franca Abbayille, * 

Upon the south burn built a cell, 

JTust by the sainted holy well; 

A church now stands upon the place,* 

He ran a sainted holy race. 

The screen he blest, and there a fair 

Is held for sale of horse or mane. 

Or mule, or cow, or crinkum crack. 

Or a good coat to buy for back. 

iSt Bos well died on gay May day 

On JSiklon top— where he did pray. 

Visitor, But who comes here so pit-a-pat. 

Strange ghost he is, so round and fat, 
A lancet has in bit right hand, 
-And in his left a Cadis band ? 

Sexton, *T« Doctor Goodlad, fat and round. 
Best hearted man en British ground. 
And Sandy is his Christ Cross name. 
And for good stories has much fame ; 
He doctor'd well both sick and ill, 

* St Bttsweirs Church and Green. 
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But now b«'i A49«i 9m bit h9fm tbtrn 
At wbiu «t now, wbiob w«ll4i4 f«tB 
Wbey be r«t|de4 on tbU ciaHk 
B«t Goo4Uid «ow b«8 n cM b«f ib, 
By I^rUton cbufcih tb«re lit 9 hw boae, 
B«n€»tb a bandfont gray head^sloD^.* 

FtM^oK Here Qom«i a tall and sprigbtljr youth, . 
A iporlwan briik and yry ipittQie-^ 

Sixton* Of AveneU be waa tbe «hief^ 

Tbe eonatiy i«oar'd at fall of leaf, 
Of foxes and tncb tort ef ganw, 
And at the cbaie be bad great fanf, 
Was loT'd by eovntry all arawMl, 
And kept a iplendid pack of bonndt ; 
Tbeir tongues werf deep, to tboasands cbim'd j 
Their master was a nan refin'd 
In all bis pleaiares and his sporli^ 
Had also been at many courts. 
He noble blood had in his TeiA^ "} 
Hif tab4e sparkl'd with cbampaignc/ > 
And it was drunk from porcelain, J 
But now he's gone, a-well-a-day, 
And now be lies in tbe cold clay. 
Near tbe great yew,^ whence from the bow 
Was carT'd^<--a8 CTcry man does know 
He bent so bravely on Tyne side. 
When by hii arrow J^ord Soreop died. 
&c. &c. &c. 

* Erected by the people, who loved him mneh i be tras Sorgeoii 
to the Abbey. 

t Goilbert de Avenell of Kelso Mole and Melerstone |f — with 
his hounds he kept the Halydom and tbe country round clear of 
foxes, &C. &c. 

t This great yew tree is one of the greatest ornaments of Dry« 
burgh ; it is as round as a ball, and in vigorous healthy though 
new about 078 years old. 

iX Chartulary of Kelso, in Advocate's Library^ jEdtnturgh, and 
Memorials of the UaHburtont, by Sir W. S. 



Coats of Arms of the Darnley Family on the 
Gatehouse, Dryburgh. 



Arms of John Stuart, last Abbot of Dryburgh, 

and uncle to Lord Darnley, King of Scotland, 

&c. in the cloister of Dryburgh Abbey. 




Remaiaa of Part of a Statue. 
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CHAPTER II. 

N«*er to tboN chambers where the mighty reit, 
Since their foundation came a nobler guest. 

TiCKBX. 



X HE cousin of Lord Darnley, the husband of 
Msiry Queen of Scots, was one of the last Abbots 
of Dryburgh ; his name was John Stuart. His 
armorial bearings are still on the walls of the 
Abbey^ above the private entrance into the clois- 
ters for the Monks who had overstayed their 
time. It has a crozier instead of crest, with 
J. S. on each side of it, in Roman characters. 
The first and fourth quarters are checkers for 
Stuart, surrounded by a border of buckles. 
The second and third three fleur-de-lis for 
Darnley. On the centre is a shield en potence^ 
a St Andrew's Cross, with four roses in each 
space ; the arms of Queen Mary Tudor, sister 
of Henry YIII. of England, and wife of James 
IV. of Scotland^-his grandfather was third 
husband of Queen Mary Tudor, I believe Lord 
Methven. However, before his time, James 
U^ilvie of Drexford,a3 we said above, succeeded 
Abbot Forman as Abbot of Dryburgh. This 
learned Abbot was several times employed in 
negociations of state, both in London and Paris, 
and continued Abbot of Dryburgh until his 
death, when he was succeeded by John Stuart 
as Abbot. 

After John Stuart in 1556, David Erskine 
(n. son of Lord Erskine, son of John Earl of 
Mar, the Regent's elder brother) was appointed 
Abbot in 1559. This David, and his brother 
Adam Erskine, who was Abbot of Inchmahomo, 
were sub- preceptors to the young King, James 
V|. of Scotland, under George Buchanan — we 



shall return to this subject afterwards ; we must 
mention in the meantime a few particulars of 
the order of Monks, &;c. 

The first house of the order of Premontre, or 
White Monks, from which Dryburgh was colo« 
nized (as ihey termed it in those days), was 
established at Newhouse, or Newark, in Lin- 
colnshire ; it was founded in the year 1 146, in 
the third yc^r of the reign of King Stephen. It 
)was soon after followed by that of Alnwick^ ta 
«¥hich it gave a colony, from whence, in lldO, 
the Abbey of Dry burgh was founded^ and planted 
by a colony of Monks, as w« aire informed by 
/Xygdale in his Monasiicum, and in IJa^s 
Religious Reliques* 

St Norbert, the founder of this order, was a 
•native of Cologne, and under the protection of 
the Bishop of Loudun,* and other eminent ec* 
cl^siastscs — he, with thirteen Monks of this 
White order, established themselves at Pre- 
montre, a grant of which, with the little village 
in which it was situated, was made over to him 
by Bat'tholomew, the above named Bishop of 
Lioiidun, anno 1120, and a bull was obtained 
from Pope Innocent II. soon after, to constitute 
a~new order according to the rules of St Augus- 
tine — St Norbert, by his popular preaching^^ 
being an instrument in promoting the pretensions 
of Pope Innocent, in opposition to Peter Leo, 
the anti-Pope, who wa9 expelled and degraded 
*— on this account, and by favour of the Chapter, 
be was elected and confirmed Archbishop of 
Magdeburgh, and was a strenuous Apostle in 
Saxony, Sclavonia, Potnerania, Livonia, and 
other northern provinces, and as I have said 
above, they (the Premontre Order) were after- 
wards introduced into England in Kins Ste- 
phen's time, and from Alnwick into Scotland. 

# In GeroianY— l>otti this plaee, in modern dti\i, Count London 
lodk bit litlc. 
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The nBW cloister of Drybutgh wa« conte- 
crated by Williein MalToisiD) Bishop of 81 Ai»- 
drewe, as mentioned abote< 

Henry^ Abbot of Holyrood House, after he 
was elected Bishop of Gallotray, anno IflSS, 
ratiGed all the ehnrehes in his diocese which he 
had given to the Abbey of Drybarffh< 

Patrick de Drybnrgh, of the reformed order 
of Premontre of Dr^bargb, is recorded as a man 
of great learnings and a writer of the 14th cen* 
tnrV)*— flboul the year 1330, according to Hay. 

Randolph de Strode, a "Monk of this holise, 
travelled through England, Germany, France, 
Italy^ and Palestine* Dempster mentions him 
as a poet of eminence, and as much esteemed by 
the celebrated Chaucer, who was one of the an- 
tagonists of Wickliffe, the first reformer* (See 
Meckenzle, voL i. p. 4% J 

Gower, also, a Monk of Dryburgb, a learned 
man and a poet, was the friend of Chaucer and 
Randolph* 

We should, perhaps, say a few words about the 
quarry out of which Dryburgh is built, which is 
about a bow-shot from the Abbey on the banks of 
the Tweed, a little below the new Chain Bridge. 
The fisherman's house and garden are in it, from 
which there is a rery fine view o( the Chain 
Bridge in front, and the three magnificent 
towering hills of Eildon in the distance. This 
view was taken by the celebrated Girton, and 
was enc^raved. These hills take their name 
from Eildon,* or Firewood, being the place 
where the fire^wood of (he neighbourhood was 
formerly obtained. They are now partly covered 
with young plantations of Scots nr, larch, fto., 
on Alex« Henderson, Esqr^s estate of Eildon 
Hall, and the Duke of Roxhurghe's HolydeaO 
estate. 

The tJtone of the quarry of Dr\ hnrgh cuts ex- 
* Or Eldin— Hnd still so culled. 
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ceedingly soft, but beeotDes-so hard thAt it never 
decompoBes with the weather, and preserves its 
sharp edge till the last. Great part of Melrose 
Abbey is. known tAso to have been built out of 
this quarry ; at that time workmen's wages were 
only a penny a*day. It is of a beautiful pink 
colour, but it is no longer worked — Pinnacle 
quarry now supplies the neighbourhood. 

But to return — Ralph Erskine, son of David, 
jnarried.a daughter of Haliburton of Newjnains 
and Merton, and was ancestor of the Erskine's 
of Shield field, .who possessed part of the lands 
of Dryburgh within the last forty years. (Grose. J 
i The first time the Halihurtons of Newmains 
and Merton are mentioned, is in a law suit with 
Abbot James Stuart (whose armorial bearing 
we have described above), about the lands of 
the Haliburtons, whom they resisted ^* with 
force and with vigour, with unanimity and con- 
cord, and withstood and opposed that powerful 
Abbot, insulting both the Abbot and bis eon- 
vent." The dispute was about the corn-mill of 
Dryburgh and its dues, value 100 merks yearly, 
(about five pounds sterling) — the new orchard 
near the brew-house (both of which are still re- 
maining), three houses in the town of Dryburgh, 
common stable and corn-house, cutting wood 
and broom, and deferring to pay the Abbot 
about ten pounds Scots (16s. 8d.), twelve bolls 
of oatmeal, the yearly teind of the Merton land, 
with three dozen and nine kain (rent in kind), 
fowls or hens of full growth, value 4d. each, &c. 
To prevent the trouble and charges of a law 
suit, the Abbot, by his hand writing, and David 
Haliburton, by his commission to his two sons, 
appeared personally, and submitted the Whole 
matter to the King's Majesty at Stirling, the 
8th day of May, 153d, who gave the following 
judgment: — 

** That, whereas, we have been advised, and 
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knowing the said gentlemen , the Haliburtons, 
to be leil, (loyal) true^ and honest men, long 
servants to the said Abbey, and good borderers 
against the English, do therefore decree that 
they shall be repossessed and brouk and joice the 
tacks and steeding? they had of the said Abbej, 
paying the said Abbot James Stuart use and 
w'onU and that they shall be good servants to 
the said venerable father, and he be a good 
master to them,^' &c. 

Upon which decree, letters were raised to in- 
put the Haliburtons in their steadings (habita- 
tions) Mdy 12th, 1535. In putting which letters 
in execution, they met with some opposition 
from the holy Abbot: — second letters of sum- 
mons are raised by the Abbot against the Hali- 
burtons, for wrongfully, violently, and master* 
fully ejection, and out-putting by themselves, 
their servants and accomplices, of the said Ab- 
bot. Amongst other wrongs is mentioned, for 
stamping down wheat, hemp, leeks, onions, 
niustard, cutting fruit trees within the yard and 
place of Dryburgh, occupied by Patrick Purvis, 
the Abbot's Chamberlain, — value of damage 
done estimated at twenty pounds Scots, &c. 
All this was done on the 12th of May 1535, in 
putting the King's. letters in execution. 

James Sixth's second letters, August 22, 15S5, 
were for the purpose of putting the Haliburtons 
in their possessions, and to make good any loss 
they had sustained; and upon disobedience put- 
ting the. said Abbot to the horn, — and upon 
disobedience on the 2d of September, he was 
accordingly denounced to the horn. 

There was a submission signed July 14, I5S6, 
by the Abbot, James Stuart, and the Halibur- 
tons, of all accounts and reckoning, unto four 
Lords of Session, and the King's oversman at 
Melrose; and on the I8th of July, a proouratory 
* * ♦ signed by all the Haliburtons, to W. 
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• and T. -^ Dav^id's sons, to aopear iir th« 
tvaikie of the rest^ and * ♦ * deereet given. 
This guhmisston reconciled all differences ; and 
to make it more sure, there was a marriage con* 
eluded between Walter, David's eldest son, and 
Elizabeth Stuart, the Abbot's daughter, which 
was shortly after solemnized. (See Memorial 
of ike Haliburlonsj published hy Ballantyne 4* 
Comp&nt/^ Edinburgh.) The author adds — 
'^ Here is an end of this plea, carried on by both 
parties with all the art and heat imap^inable, and 
decided at last in favour of the Haliburtons, in 
spite of the Abbot and all his interest." 

Walter Haliburton, we have said, was mar- 
ried to Elizabeth Stuart anno 1537, and had by 
her one daughter^ baptized Elizabeth. Thomas, 
finding that his brother Walter had no more 
children, and that the property would go to 
strangers, represented this to his brother, and at 
a meeting of friends it was resolved Walter's 
daughter should be married by their adviice— <• 
that Thomas should pay her tocher good (or 
dower), and that Thomas should succeed hi» 
brother in the estate. Thomas took instruments, 
and required his brother's performance, April 
4, 1559, at Driburgh. 

But Elizabeth Haliburton, Walter's dau^h*- 
ter, wad taken away by the Abbot, and married 
at Stirling to Alexander (some call him Ralph, 
— he might have had both names) Erekine, a 
brother, it is said, of the Laird of Balgony, then 
servant (viz., ofBce«beai^r under him) to the 
Abbot, which was taken so much amiss by ^he 
Haliburtons, that the Abbot and them could not 
live in peace^ till at length it was concluded by 
friends that the Abbot siiould feu (grant copy* 
held) to George Haliburton, Thomas's son, and 
hts Kem male, all the lands belonging to bis 
(George's) grandfather ; and so George was the 
fir^t copyholder in Dry burgh.. 
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Alexander (Ralpti) Erskine got by bit tnar^ 
ridge with Elizabeth, Walter^ daughter, the 
lands of Nether Shieldfield, as appears from a 

frecept of David Erskine, Commendator of 
>rjburffb, for infefting Alexander Ralph Era* 
kine in these lands, upon a charter of resiffnatfen 
by Walter, of various lands at Dryburgb, Sep* 
tember 27, 1559; that is lands also at Cochflat^ 
at Bemersvde, Walker^s Croft, and Lye- Hill 
Croft, Walworth, and Wallis Yard. But be-* 
sides all this, it appears by David Erskine. the 
Commendator^s charter, 1581, to the said Alex* 
ander Ralph Erskine, that he had with her two 
yards or gardens, called Byre Green (Cowhouse 
Green) and Mantle Wall — (from the wall being 
much covered and mantled with ivy — which it 
IS to the present day) — viz., four acres in the 
town of Driburghy Cross Acre, and Haig's 
Ijands ; — all which lands were disposed of to 
the heirs of Alexander Erskine, by his marriage 
with Elizabeth Haliburton. 

This Alexander Ralph was the first of the 
Erskines of Shieldfieid, who had all his land by 
his marriage with Elizabeth Flaliburton ; from 
them are descended in right line the celebrated 
Ralph and Ebenezer Erskine, the one born at 
Dryburgh, and the other in the prison of the 
Bass. It argues more of ingratitude of the suc- 
cessors of Alexander Ralph (o have disputed 
precedency with the Haliburtons of Newmains, 
if it be considered that George Haliburton above 
mentioned, the Newmains predecessor, had his 
charter of feu or copyhold from the Abbot in 
156?, and Alexander Halph did not obtain his 
till J58I, and Thomas, one of George's succes* 
Sor9, had his charter under the broad sea/j after 
tbe general surrender in J64fiJ, whereas the 
Laird of Shieldfieid (Erskine) had not his until 
1649. (See Memorials of the Haliburtons,)* 

♦ Wf lUcn, 'til laid, hy Sir W. S, 
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.-• Thooias. Haliburton was made forester of 
Driburgh by Abbot James Stuart. Part of the 
old cross of the village of Dryburgh is still re- 
'maifling, and must have been setup by Abbot 
James Stuart, as it has his fleur-de-lis on the 
centre of it-^it stood at the gate leading to the 
Mantle House (Erskine's feu). It is now in the 
Abbey. 

James YI. of Scotland dissolved the Abbey 
of Dryburgh, and created it into a temporal 
lordship in favour of John Erskine, Earl of Mar, 
Lord High Treasurer of ScotLind, son of the 
Regent Mar, by the title of Cardross. . The 
Abbeys of Cambus Kenneth and Inchmahomo, 
were in like manner dissolved, and united with 
Dryburgh to form this lordship. 

Thus, from the records of Parliament, it ap- 
pears that James Vl. conveyed a right. to the 
High Treasurer, Earl of Mar, of assigning this 
title and Peerage of Cardross, which title, con- 
. firmed afterwards by the King and by Parlia- 
ment, John, Earl of Mar, assigned and made 
over to Henry, his third son, ancestor of the 
present David Stuart Erskine, Earl of Buchaii 
— Lord Mar, by a deed, March 13, 1617, which 
is on the record of charters, reserving to himself 
the income and life-rent. Henry, Lord of 
of Dryburgh, to whom this patent was assigned, 
died before his father, 1628 ; the Earl died in 
1636. David, Henry's son, is restored to bis 
father's right on Feb. 10, 1664, and was fully 
invested with the rights of the Peerage, and took 
his seat accordingly, as appears by the records of 
Parliament. (See Grose.). His seventh brother 
was cup-bearer to King Charles, and was Master 
of the Charter House, London. (Douglas.) 

We must mention a few more particulars of 
the Haliburtons. We have said above that 
Thomas Haliburton, Walter's brother, and 
David's second son, was made forester of Dry- 
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burgti by the Abbot, Jameg Stuart; and tlia 
reason assigned was for his bypast feithfbl 
services, for which he paid him eight bolls of 
beer, and the bark of all the timber cut in the 
said wood, of which there is still an instrument 
vouching the same. 

David Brodie, regular Canon and Vicar of 
GuUane, dispones a house and yard in Dry- 
bdrgh, and gives 120 lambs, payable in three 
years, t. e. 40 lambs yearly, with 401. in money, 
and cloth to the value of 201. to Thomas Hali* 
burton, as tocher (dower) with Elizabeth Pen- 
nie, aunt to the said David, and spouse to the 
said Thomas, anno 1539. 

John, Commendator of Driburgh, grants to 
Thomas Haliburton, and Elizabeth Pennie his 
spouse, a life-rent tack (lease) of four onsteads 
(farm yards) and houses, and — acres of land, 
paying for two of the said acres — merks a piece, 
and for the other two 20s. Scots each; anno 
1555. Who this Elizabeth Pennie was, whom 
Thomas Haliburton married, is not certain, but 
we find several of that name, viz. Hew and 
James Pennies, portioners in Dryburgh, and 
also Isabella Pennie, married to ^Andrew Rid* 
dell, in St Boswell's, as appears by a charter of 
the Commendator of Dryburgh, to her in life- 
rent, and her son Andrew Riddell in fee of the 
mill and mill lands of St BoswelFs, dated at 
Dryburgh, May 10, 1579; whereunto George 
Haliburton is witness. This Isabella was, it is 
supposed, a sister (the memorials say) of our 
Elizabeth. Thomas Haliburton had six sons; 
— ^^1. George-— 2. Walter — 3, Andrew or David, 
perhaps both ; he was Vicar of Gullane — 4. 
William — 5. James — and 6. Robert. Henry 
Haliburton, David's fifth son, possessed the 
western half of Fernington ; he was killed by 
George Rutherford of Fernington, who was 
obliged by the Haliburtons to pay sixty merks 
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fOit the said bl<iod0bed to Tbdinas, Heni^y^B son. 
George Haliburton, first son of Thomas, 
above said, was married to Agnes Haliburton, 
daughter of the Laird of Muirhouselaw. 

David Erskine^ Commendator of Dryburgh, 
eranted a charter of feu, or copyhold, to Eliza- 
Beth Penhie, above said, virido.w of Thomas H., 
and to George Haliburton, her son, in fee (see 
above), of the mill and mill lands in the parish 
of Merton, and parsonage teinds in Lessudden, 
belonging to the said Abbey, as also the foresters 
acre and the malt-house walls, without any 
claim of right or intromission with the wood of 
Dryburgh ; all of the farm lands of Dryburgb ; 
five mark lands of Merton, with four acres of 
land in Dryburgh, and all to be held of the said 
Commendator and his successors, Abbots of the 
said house, for the yearly payment of sixtyone 
.merks money, three and a half dozen of hens full 
grown, and twenty-one thraves of straw. The 
charter has the following extraordinary provi- 
sion — ^^ That the said Elizabeth Pennie, her 
son George, and their heirs, shall behave them- 
selves towards us, our factors, &c«, especially 
Alexander Erskine and William Wilson, as not 
to molest them, under the pain of losing this 
•present infeftment," — which seems t« have pro- 
ceeded from the Haliburtons' resentment in 
Elizabeth Haliburton's marriage with Alexan- 
der Erskine. 

George after this built a house for himself 
near the mill of Dryburgh, anno 1572, now the 
mansion house of the estate, and caused cut the 
Xaird of Merton's arms for himself and his wife 
Agnes upon the lintel of the west window of the 
said house (now the library window, the old 
dining-room). In the year 1581, he obtained 
a charter from David Erskine, Commendator, of 
the Mill-haugh and Walker's Croft (meaning 
Walk-miller Croft), and five acres of land in 
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Bryburgb, to be holden of the said Abbot for 
five merks payment yearly. King James VI. 
confirmed those charters in favour of George 
Haliburton. This George had two sons—-}. 
James, and 2. John, and he died in 1606. His 
son James married Margaret, the daughter of 
Robert Haig o( Beemerside^ 20th January, 1591. 
This James died in the year 1613, as appears 
by his grare*stone in Newmains burial-place in 
Dryburgh, now belonging to Sir Walter Scott, 
Bartt John, the second son, was portioner in 
Dryburgh, in I6S5, and married Barbara Bruce, 
daughter of Ninian Bruce, brother to Archibald 
Bruce of Poasouls, and Chamberlain of Dry« 
burgh, by whom he had a son, George. John^ 
by this marriage, got one-sixth of his father-in« 
law's (Ninian Bruce) lands, which he sold to 
Ralph Er^kine^ and the said Ralph sold them to 
Thoifuas Haliburton, in Dryburgh. What be* 
came of John, his son George, and their poste« 
rity, is not known. Margaret Haliburton, Tho« 
mas's sister, was in 1617 married to John Ers« 
kine of Shieldfield, who, by the contract of the 
same date, for the payment of 2700 merks tocher, 
was bound to infeft the said Margaret in all the 
lands of Dryburgh and Shieldfield for her life* 
rent, reserving only the principal house, yard, 
dove-cot,* and stabling, in Dryburgh, to his 
heirs male. 

We have said above, King James Y I. having 
in 1587 annexed the whole temporality of the 
kirk to the crown, in 1604 granted, as related 
above, the lands of Dryburgh to John Erskine, 
Earl of Mar, by virtue of which, this John Earl 
of Mar granted a precept of dare constat to 
Thomas Haliburton, grandson of George Hali« 
bnrton, in the lands and mill, and mill-haugh of 
Dryburgh, dated December, 1681. This Tho* 

* Tbif dovc-cot being too near the hoQsCf was polled down 
alwot twentjr jrean ago. 
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mas niarried Mary Haliburton of Merton, 16th 
March, 1625, and had 3000 merks tocher.--r 
David Haifir of Beemerside * * the lands of. 
Over and Nether-mains, with Moroden, to this 
Thomas Haliburton, in 1638, who then took 
the title of Newmains. Thomas Haliburton 
died in 1673, and his wife Mary in 1667. 
' Margaret, his sister, had by John Erskine of 
Shieldfield, her husband, two sons and — — 
daughters ; she died in 1668, and her husband 
John Erskine in 1672. James Haliburton, 
brother to the said Thomas, was cruelly mur- 
dered in Beemerside wood by 16 or 17 of Crom- 
well's soldiers,, who came from their quarters 
in Lauder on the 15th of March, 1651, to Dry* 
burgh, where, after having committed many in- 
solences, and particularly wounding the above 
said John Erskine and one of bis sons, (si/p- 
posed to be some) the said party, on their re- 
turn, having been informed th^t Thomas Hali- 
burton was in Beemerside wood, came to the 
top of the brae (bank) above the said wood, 
and dismounting from their horses came down 
to the brae-foot, where finding James Halibur- 
ton (brother to Thomas), and John, Thomas's 
son, notwithstanding the uncle and nephew de* 
manded quarter, attacked them, and at the 
second thrust killed James, whereupon John 
fled to his father (Thomas), who was walking 
alone at a little distance in the wood ; the soldiers 
attacked them also, and thrust Thomas through 
the cheek, whereupon Thomas got in upon the 
soldiers, and after much struggling, as well in as 
out of the water (Tweed) had quarter given 
him. But the troopers, after having carried him 
and his son to the top of the brae, in violation of 
their promises, by the assistance of their other 
two comrades they left them standing after some 
blows given, stript them, that is robbed them. 



4S 

and let thefQ go*. On the I7th March, Tlioinas 
. H^liburton went to Lauder and stated the case 
to their officers, and upon production of tlie 
ivhole regiment on parade, pointedout the man 
who had committed the murder, who thereupon 
was hanged. 

The Haliburtons became possessed of the 
Abbey and lands by purchase, and it descended 
from them to Colonel Tod, from whose heirs the 
present David Stuart Efskine, Earl of Buchan, 
purchased it in I78i, repaired and added two 
very considerable buildings to the above-men- 
tioned mansion-house, and came to reside at it in 
1788, on which occasion 1 was with his lordship. 
There are three aisles of the Church still very 
entire — the first of them was the burial-place of 
the Haliburtons, and as their successor it now 
belongs to Sir Walter Scott, Bart, of Abbots- 
fofd* nboijt^sjx piil^s from Dryburgh, in which 
the late Lady Scott is interred— Sir Walter has 
enclosed it with a handsome iron rail, put up by 
Mr Artdersbh of Gledswood, in this parish. The 
Gothic roof of &11 three are in perfect repair; it 
is under the choristers* gallery, which is also in 
goold repair, having arched openings towards 
the centre of the church. In this aisle still re- 
,maiDs,^as 1 said above, the monument of Thomas 
Haliburton and his spouse J. Sinclair, on the 
, wall under the east window, with the followiitg 
inscription : — 

' Sob'hoc tumQlo hie jacet Johannet HaliburtoD, 
Baro de Morton — Vir Rciigioot et vcrtute 
cTarus — morilar 17 Augusti, aono 
Cbristi, 1640, aatatis suae 65. 

Within ft shield tb« armv 7 C "l^thin a ihitld lh« arm* 

. of John Haliburlom . y (, of bit spouse, J. Sinclair. 

' Homo CEt balla rtbus in hanmnit nil fas dioeclfe beatom 
?> *: Fatalevi Yerlirit borte roUm. 

'* These were the religious soldiers of Mr Cromwell the regicide. 
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In this aisle is also the arms of the Halibur- 
tonS) which was first over the east window in 
the mansion house of Dryburgh, afterward 
placed over the front door, and latterly in 
this burial aisle. The crest is a stag ; motto 
« Watch Weel," and under 

J-H 
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understood to be for John Haliburton and his 
spouse, Mary Rutherford, of the Edgertsoa 
family, with anno 1682. 

The second aisle is the place of interment of 
the Erskines of Shieldfield; — there are four 
^rave stones placed in it— one has the following 
inscription : — 

To th€ mMoery of the Enkinci of ShieMfitld* 

Doctor Patrick Erskine of Shieldfield died ia 

August 1777. 

The Rev. Janie« Erskine died in October 1788, eged 6$,^ 

Henrietta Soott, hit spouse, died August 9, 

1818, aged 79. 

Colonel Henrj Erskine, their eldest ion, died KoT€Sib«r 9, 

1812, aged 60 years. 

Charles Erskine, their second son, died January 

26, 1825, aged 54 yean. 

Helena, infant daughter of Chariot Erskine, di«d 

in 1814, Aged 2 yean. 

Under the first of the grave stones, without 
inscription) lies Doctor Fatiick Erskine of 
Shieldfield. Under the second, his nephew, the 
Rev. James Erskine of Shieldfield, late ministet 
of St Bos wells, and his wife, Henrietta Scott^ 
daughter of the Laird of Goldylands, above 
Hawick ; and under the third is their eldest 
son. Colonel Henry Erskine of Shieldfield, late 
of the Royal Scots or 1st reeiment of foot, who 
died at Stuartfield, above Jedburgh. And be- 
yond the third lies Charles Erskine, Es^. of 
Shieldfield, late writer in and Baron Bailie of 

• He vms ftnt ttiniiter of Aobert«ii| And then of St nMtftH'l. 
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Helrose, Roxburghshire^ aad where his widoir^ 
his SOD) James Erskine, Esq. of Shieldfield, and 
fumily reside ^Ihere is also a rail placed round 
this biiriaioplaee) the same as Sir Walter 8coit*Sy 
Bart. The third aisle is the bur vIdj;- place ol 
the Haigs of Bemersyde ; the only inscription 
in it is as follows ;«— 

3LocoB NiMiIti antiquiiaiaift 
Tamilian de Haga at Binuntnydct 

There are two crave stones withont inseript 
tion ; under the first is James Anthony Haig, 
Ssq., the late proprietor of Bemersyde ; and nn^* 
der the other is his late spouse, the daughter of 
W. Robertson, Esq. of Ladykirk, Berwickshire. 
These three burial-places are called St Mary's 
Aisle, and each of them are 14 feet long by 13 
broad— and are of uncommon beauty, particu« 
lariy the Gothic roof. Mr Haig's is larger. 

The great west door of the church is still en« 
tire ; it is a fine Roman arch, beautifully onia« 
mented with roses, &c. Westall, some years 
ego, did an elegant engraving of this gate, with 
the old St Mary's ivied aisles seen through it. 
The church, as all Roman Catholic churches 
are, was in the form of a cross— the gate, above 
mentioned, was at the nave or foot of the cross, 
and St Mary's aisle is the right shoulder ; the 
high peak of the Abbey, which is about 100 
feet high, is the left shoulder. This cliurch is 
190 feet long from the west gate to the high 
altar, (where it is supposed the last Abbot, 
James Stuart, was buried) and 75 feet broad at 
the transept* 

In clearing out some rubbish in 1893, from the 
place where the h^h altar stood, at the head or 
east end of the cross, the building was found to 
be ashlar stone work, about ten feet high, and 
part of the pavement was found entire ; frag- 
ments of monuments were found, and a part of 
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the armorial bearing of Abbot James Stuart, of 
the Darnley family, was found, viz. the centre 
bit, the shield en poienccj denoting his defs^ent 
from Qaeen Margaret Tudor; the four roses 
divided by the St Andrew's Cross, and sufficient 
0f the Stuart and Darnley arms to show to 
whom it belonged, with various ornaments so a» 
to denote they belonged to an ornamented monu- 
ment ; and part of a motto ET. done in beautiful 
Saxon characters. At this place was also found 
nine steps of the stair leading up to the Choris- 
ters Gallery above mentioned — one corner of 
the outside wall of this high altar is still stand- 
ing, it 18 about twenty feet high, and is covered 
with ivy. The high peak above mentioned and 
(harp) window* of thechurch is still entire, and, 
as I said, is about 100 feet high. This beauti- 
ful harp window is seen for a considerable way 
off, particularly from the turnpike or post road 
from Edinburgh to Jedburgh. Above this win- 
dow is a square hole, which tradition says was 
the place of the maiin and vesper bell,t and the 
small well stair, which goes up to the gallery at 
this place, is still called the bell stair — it was 
down this stair the organist fell, who lost his 
crutch and was killed, as recorded above. A 
young friend of mine wrote the following lines, 
in which this stair is very poetically mentioned— 

The Abbey's vaulted roof appean 

A monumeiit of ancient yeart. 

The mouldeiing arch, the winding stairi 

That ends its flight abrupt in. air. T* Holland. 

At the foot of it is the monument to Adam Rob- 
son of Gledswood, who died on the 7th of Octo- 
ber 1555, mentioned above. St Modens, or the 
small chapel; adjoins the high peak and the bell 

♦ See Fronlispiece. 

f While writing the above, part of a bell was brought in ; it 
has the words ** sit nomen D — " upon itf rim. It was found in 
the orchard by Peter Stirling. 
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stair jast mentioned. It springs from it, though 
there is a fine Roman arched gate-way from the 
cloisters into the church between them ; there 
is a fine wooden Gothic gate put into it, the 
handy work of old James Hood, carpenter, 
Dryburgh, a workman of considerable ability. — 
St Moden's Chapel is quite entire, having the 
altar at the east end ; pari of the fine parti« 
tioned window above this altar has stained glass 
in it. On the right side of this altar is the font 
for holy water, and a receiver on the floor for 
the water— the visitor ascends to this altar and 
font by two steps, the whole breadth of the 
chapel, which last is 25 feet long by 13 broad, 
and about 15 feet high ; the arch of the roof 
is perfectly entire ; the gale of entrance at the 
east end from the Cloisters is a fine Roman 
arch. Into this very handsome Gothic entrance, 
a gate of cast iron is placed by the Earl of 
Buchan, from the celebrated foundry on Leith 
Walk, of Mr Anderson of Gledswood. 

The oldest monument in this chapel is in- 
scribed as follows, but very much worn : — 

M* Alexander Simpsos, 
oecclesoe apod Merlonis, obiit 17 Julii, 1630.* 

IVbose life and bappy death 

This sacred stone recordi. 
By Christ's blessing and passion, 

Still resting in the Liord. 

(Head and Cross Bones here, wUh M, A* S.) 

fits cantioQi soat*s bis triumph} 

In Christ is hit joy and calling, 
In the heavens his soul livetb. 

His corpie till Christ return remaining* 

In the outside of this chapel the remains of 
Doctor Red path, one of the late proprietors 
of Gledswood, are deposited; he died about the 

* A^. Alexander Simpson, of the church of Mcrton, died 17 
July, 1639. 
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year 1787>8, and was much respected aad loved 
in the count ry, as I am told. 

In this eliapel i» placed a fine statue of Sir 
Isaac Newton, at the foot ef which is the 
tocufi sepulii of the Right lioUt the Earl of 
Buchaya^^ adjoiRing to which, are interred the 
remains of the Right Hon. Marcaret^ Countess 
of Buchan, to whom an obelisk monument is 
raised, neat) but not high, on tlie top of which 
IS a white marble urn, sculptured by the in- 
genious Jeans of Edinburgh, on which is en- 
graTed the following inscription :«- 

Saond'to tbo VUmuwf of ths Lady-^-lliirganl Fmnv 

Xlm belovtd SpoQM of D. Sloari S. Sail of 

Backan,' who AM at Ediaborgli, 

Hay 12, 1819, agid 65. 

In itdem tl 0omQm PonroIoW. 

On the obelisk is a cap, surmounted by a but- 
terily-^tb^t 13, the soul e3caped from the body. 
Her L<ady8hip was daughter of William Fraser, 
£sq. of Fraserfield, (now called by the old and 
proper name of Balcony)— ^an^ great grand- 
daughter of Lord Saitoun. On the opposite 
side of the chapel are deposited the remains of 
the amiable, devout, and ever-lamented Elisa- 
beth Erskine, second daughter of the Right 
Hon. the Loi^d High Chancellor Erskine, and 
wife of Captain David Erskine, of the York 
Rangers, and late of the Slst Regiment and 
Royal Military College, over whom is placed 

* Mr W. Cfowan nrroto to Mr Jat« Smith—" I hanby agraa to 
aactpt of tha •um of nzty-fira gaincaf for tha Statua of Sir liaac 
NawtoD, as it at ^asaiijt standi ia Messrs Thin*8 shop, and will 
giTO my assistanca in packing it, bat not to take opon ma any risk 
in tka rcifioTat or carriage. Tl^a money to ba paid before it is re- 
roorad, which I inderstand Will be in Uie course of eight or ten 
days. 

{Si(pi^} <* William Gowan> 

** £dinbargh , S7ib January, 1819." 

D 



'the following memorial-* she died before he was 
Lford Erskine :~ 

H^r« He tht rtnaim of Elisabtth £nikuie, second Daogliter of 

Jjotd. Chancellor £rtkine, who was married to her own Coatin, 

Captain DaTid Srskine, of the Royal Military College, 

and dying atKirkbill, Angast S, 1800, was by her own 

appointment^ during her last illness, biried in 

this Place, adjoining to the Gra^e of her 

Uncle, the Earl of fiuohan. 

Her mother was Frances More, first wife of 
Liord Erskine, who was the daughter of Daniel 
McMre, Es(K, M.F. for his native town of Great 
Marlow, Bucks, which borough \ie carried in 
opposition to the celebrated Right Hon* Edmoiid 
Burke, and was afterwards Governor of one of 
the North American States, before their separa- 
tion from the mother country. 

Between those last two graves is a stone 
placed with the following inscription :— 

Hie L. s. P. S. 

D. S. BochanisB Comes o amici mei dilecti at quicum 

que in omni tempore future ad banc tumulum penreniant 

CreditsB te Dcom immortalem Sparcisse anhnos in 

corpora bumana ut assent qui terras tieren tur 

quique cel^stum ordinem cootemplantes imi» 

tarentor cum vitse modo atque constantia. 

Obiit 19 Apr. 1829, J£B7. 




What thought can measure thee. 
Or tongue relate thee I 

On the ri«;ht side of the tomb— 

• I/Kri Heliocent Xin. a Khc 
Junii.AiE. vulg. MMCCLV. 
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On the left wde— 

bg* 40' / ®* 59* so' m, :*i v\* 40* 

Next to St Moden's chapel, to the south of it, 
is the passage from the cloister to the cemetery 
aud the old villaee of Dryburgh ; it is the same 
size as the chapel, 95 feet by 18 broad, and IS 
high, inside measure. The arch and roof are 
-entire ; it is now used by the gardener as a seed 
room. Next to this passage, nov the seed 
room, which for that purpose is built up at one 
end, and to the south of it, is the Chapter 
House ; in the centre of which Hugo De Moi^ 
yille, and his wife Beatrix De Beauchamp, are 
buried. The place where they lie is marked on 
the floor by a large double circle thus— 



o 



In Ibis hall, at the upper end, are beautiful 

intersecting arches, forming both Roman and 
(iotbic; and there are some fine busts placed 
about the hall, such as Copernicus, Chaucer, 
(who visited this holy house) Virgil as a youth, 
Ferguson, Smellie, and many others. 



As we are on the subject of Hugo De Mor* 
villfei it may be f ight to notice (i ere, that the 
•nly other memorial we can tind of him is, that 
hf Wfi$ Constable, and arterivards Chancellor 
of Scotland, which onice his son and nephew 
filled after him ; and it i^assed from his family by 
Helen De Morville, daughter of Richard, his 
<soD| to Alliene, Xjord of Galloway; and from 
<i^em to the Quinceys, Earls of VVinton, on whose 
forfeiture by King Elobeil Bruce, the office of 
Constable only was herita!>ly bestowed on Guil- 
bert de I^aya(or Haga)^ ancestor of the Earls of 
.Errp),. and from them latterly to the Doyce, 
-Earls of Kilmarnock, now Earls of Enrol by 
jEsmale descent. — (Grose). TIte De Morville 
Chapter Honse is 50 feet long by 25 broad, and 
twenty high ; the arched roof is entire, and 
there iaa room above it, with an outer roof '^f 
slate, lately put on to preserve Ihe inner arched 
roof* — from this upper room there are two stair« 
cases, about SO steps each, to places where belU 
formerly hung at each corner of this Chapter 
House. There are three windows at each end 
of'tlve Chapter House; those at <he east end 
have Gothic arches, and at ihat end there are 
two side windows; at Ihe west end there is a 
large window, and. two small ones wilh Roman 
arches, looking towards (he cloisters. In con« 
eluding onr account of this Chapter House, 
which is inferior only to York, may we be per- 
mitted to say — 

Stay, gcpUe viiitoi:« oh ! itop awhile, 
Here liet the feundcjr of thii noble .pile, 
. Benefitb thit eircle, with kit ipeoie meit dear. 
Ah ! ilop awhile, nor eheek the flowing tear. 
Here lie the dnstofgreataeii and reqewn, 
A, great luppertcr of the Scottish erowD,^ . 
DeiMorvilie'e chief, a chieftain void ef fear, 
Scetland*! High Chancellor lies buried here; 

D. E, 

e This Is the oalyroom in the Abhej fhfkt it btardcSy and eeeld 
if€ iabiibittd ivith safitj. 
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CHAPTER III. 

One muit be tristed, and be. tb^pght bim fit, 

At pMiing pradeat and a^orAnM? wiL— J)«Yi>XK. 



X HE next arartment we proceed uAto^-and to 
the south of the Chapter House, is the Abbot's 
parlour. Doctor Johnson says, '^ a parhyur it a 
room in monasteries, where the religious meet 
to conrerse,"* nb parteo to speak, and we may 
add to receive strangers in, for which purpose 
we consider this apartment was put to in ancient 
days, when Monks ruled all things. It ha& no- 
roof; it fell in about 55 years ago.f It has 
three large windows, two Gothic, with the stoiie 
astrogalt still remaining, and one window witl|* 
a Roman arch ; the fire-place is still remaining, 
but the front of the chimney pulled out by the 
modern Goths, the doors of which (there are 
three) have Roman arches; at the foot of a stair- 
<^a8e leading from this parlour to the dormitories 
of the Monks, is a confessional very entire; 
There is a fine hemlock spruce growing in the 
centre of it, and a holly, as the roof is gone, with 
some box trees. It is 54 feel long by S4 broad, 
and it roust have been about 18 feet high, as the 
mark of the Gothic iSoof still remains, which was 
6uppor(ed by two stone pillars, the remains of 
which are still in their place. It is supposed 
that one-third of this room was grated off, and 
that towards the lower end. The immense fire 
place mentioned above was in the upper part of 
this parlour, and when filled with billet wood of 
former times, must have been very comfortable 

^ It was aba aicd to bald tbc Baroaial Canrti of tb« Halydonr. 

f The gardener at Diybargb remeMberi it falling in ; bit fatber, 
the old iwlier, Qi«4 te ktcp bii «twj in it^ ^ 



in a winter erening, where the Abbot ^ and a 
few of his Monks, whose minds were of a supe- 
rior order, must have enjoyed ^^ The feast of 
reason and the flow of soul/* while the bon vi* 
vanis were enjoying a feast and flow of a difiV^r- 
ent sort, in the refectory or dining- hall, — 

•* High in blood, 

Yull with the joict of tht TucaB grape." 

SS4XIFBAEB. 

I ought not to omit to state, that this Abbey 
was repeatedly visited by the ancient Kings of 
Scotland ; David I. and James 11. are known 
to have passed many days here, and if our re- 
cords had not been destroyed by southern jea- 
lousy, we might have been able to have enume- 
rated many more of them. 

Immediately south of this parlour is a large 
arched passage, which led from the front of the 
Abbej towards the villa<!e of Dryburgh ; the 
arch 18 a half circle, and (be passage is S4 feet 
long by IS broad, and just 8 feet high. Imme- 
diately above this passage is the buttery, or but- 
l/&ry of the Abbey. The small stair-case from 
the A bbot*8 parlour to the dormitories led throuff h 
this chamber, and the door on the top of the 
stair is very small, and only four feet high, and 
from the appearance must have been closed by 
an iron door ; this is easily discernible from the 
manner the stones are cut to receive the door. 
It may be asked why this precaution ? We an- 
swer, — the buttery was the place the refectory 
plate was usually deposited in, therefore we 
conceive an iron door was not unnecessary. 
There was another stair-case to the Monks' 
dormitories besides this, which went from this 
cloister — 

My guttt ne'or iiiS«r*d from • college cook, 
Mj name ne'er enter'd in a baUery book. 

Beaustok. 

To this department were usually attached a lay 
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yeoman, a clerk of the kitchen, and three groOms 
of the buttery ; this was the establishment for 
50 Monks, of which Dryburgh usually consisted* 
The size of this apartment was 34 feet by 14 ; 
the roof of it is gone. There is one very small 
window to it at the east end, where the wall is 
strll very hi«>:h ; it also has the remains of a fire« 
place. This is the only apartment in the whole 
Abbey, the stone pavement of which is still en- 
tire ; it is done with irregular flag stones, in the 
■ame way the Roman roads were anciently 
paved. The stair-case to the dormitories is still 
entire, with round or bullet windows ; that from 
the Abbotts parlour is gone, but there is another 
way by the opposite side up to this buttery. 

Immediately south of the passage stated above, 
is the remains of the library, evidentlv a more 
modem building than the rest of the Abbey, but 
of equal, if not more beautiful workmanship; 
tfiere is verv little of this edifice remaining, oiuy 
the east and north wall. In the east wall there 
are still two large Roman arched windows, the 
outside ornamented with indented work. In the 
north wall is the entrance door, a Roman arch, 
from the passage above stated, and it is estactly 
opposite the door of the Abbot's parlour to that 
passage. The size of. this library (as nearly as 
we can make it out) appears to have been 4S 
feet lon^ by S4 broad, and about 18 feet high ; 
it must have been Gothic, supported by three 
or four pillars in a line in tne centre of the 
apartment. This is the only room in the Abbey 
that the rubbish is remaining to the height of 
six or eight feet, and this would not have been 
the case h^id a fine elm tree not been growing 
upon it. Spencer in his Fairy Queen says — 

Then, m they 'gtM the libnuy to www. 
And nDtiqoe register! thai to avite, 
There chanced to the Princes hand to rue 
An ancient book, high Britain*i Monnmentf* 
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r;WlHle we aire on the subjeot of the library^ 
we know no time soappropriate to mention that 
a eapy of the " Liber Stae Afariae de Drj/burgK'^ 
-r-thevboQk of St Mary of Dryburgh — containing 
itd ancient Records and Ciiarters, is in the Ad* 
vocates^ Library in Edinburgh, a fair transcript 
from which, under the eye of Macfarlane of that 
ilk» the learned antiquary, is in the same coUec* 
tion, from which it appears that the rental of 
this Abbey, as produced in tbe time of James 
Yk ISSTyat Uie annexation of the.Church laads^ 

In moDtr, £10H 1^« Bd. Septf*. 

Chal. BoUi. Fir. Pedu. 
In l^arltyy . • 24 7 8 

In oatmeal, . • • 9d II 8 

In«ati, . • V. 8 IS 10 

InwlKat» • • . 1 . U 8 %\ 

15 5 10 JOJ 

i^ The ancient revenue of this Abbey suffered 
Qimsid^rable waste inimediately after the refor** 
VMitionj; aikd considering tbe value of money 
«tfd i^l'aMi in those times, and that of the domain 
laMs cultivated by tfie servants of this religious 
b^ueei) fvlMch consi^tved of about 400 acres of tiie 
best lands in the couiity, the whole yjearly in-, 
come may befairly estimated at what would no^ 
be equal to «j^l600 sterling per annum, a goodly 
9iipport for this house, which does not appe9.r 
ai any time to have maintained above 50 loonks, 
yet by no means proportioned to the magnifi* 
cence of the structure reared by ancient piety 

foi* their accommodation.-^-^ Crose.jl 
. We now proceed to describe the refectory, or 
great dining-room of the Monks, which occupied 
the whole front of the Abbey facing the south :— ^. 
It was 100 feet long by SO broad, and aI)out 60 
high ; the two gable ends are still perfectly en- 
tire — in the west one is the beautiful radiated 
window, it' is a complete circle, about 12 feet xxk' 



— I 
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.4iameter-^t is said the small circle in tlie cen- 
tre represents the Saviour, and the 12 spoki^s 
proceedin^^ from the centre to the radius repr^-* 
geqt the IS ApostIes« The whole of this o^able 
is beautifully covered with ivy, and Adam Mam- 
field Lawson de Cardonnel, Esq. of Chirton, in 
Northumberland, has given a finie engraving of 
it in hii /InliqinLies of Scotland* Dryden says 
on this subject — 

Ht — celli an^ reflictorics did prtpare, 
Aad large proyiiMn laid of winter fart* 



Pope says — 



The sweet refection iat. 



Tke geaial Tiandi let «iy train renew. 

At the back door of the refectory was fouod 
a very curious old lavitory, for the Monks to 
wash their hands in on coming from the dioing- 
board, or on going to it. It is mounted on spnie 
other curious stones found there, one is a part 
of a pinnacle^ and by that means will be pre- 
served ; it is beautifully. carved all round, re- 
peating the same figure eiglit times, twice on 
each luce, being square, the figure of a monstei-, 
perhaps from some legead — the head of a pig to 
the wings of a bird, the body of a serpent, and 
it ends in a leaf by way of tail ; the lead pipe 
for letting out the water is still to it. Under 
tlie refectory was half a dozen of cellars, the re- 
iViaitis of which are very distinct— two of them 
are entire; the one opposite the gate-house was 
the almonry cellar, where broken bread, meat, 
and provisions, were given to the poor ; over 
this cellar in the refectory* was a door, stiU 
entire, which led by a stair down to the kitchen, 
but the stair and kitchen are destroyed. The 
mark of the roof of the kitchen is still distinctly 
seen in the west gable of the refectory outside. 

* Here alte it tbf late Hady Dianna Seott'f teat, itill called 
liady Dyc*g leat* 

D2 
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We next proceed to describe the cloisters 
immediately to the north of the refectory :— The 
walls, to the height of !?0 feet are still standing, 
but the arcade is destroyed, evidently by fire* 
Macbeth says — 



£rc tht bat has flown 



Hit chittif'd flif hi, there ihaU be done 

A deed of dreadful note. Ssaxstsabk. 

This cloister was 100 feet square, and is now an 
elegant flower-garden. In the centre there is a 
statue as a monument to Inigo Jones, by Gowan, 
on which is inscribed :— 

Inigo Jones, 
Obiit JuUj 1^82, JE. 80. 

And on the pedestal— 

Vitrono Britannico. 

There is a rer^ o/i/ inscription close to the 

Eound, near the window of the Chapter House, 
oking into the cleister ; I should think it must 
have been to the memory of some Monk, as (he 
character is very ancient— it is only 

Hie jacet Archibaldus. 

or to some lay-brother or mas^on employed in 
the building. 

There is a door in each corner of the clois- 
ters ; the one at the S.E. corner is the grand 
entrance from the front, by a .flight of ten step^, 
but not uFed now, as they are much decayed ; 
the one at the N.E, corner is the passage from 
the cloisters into the church, and formerly men- 
tioned as near St Moden*s Chapel. The door 
».t the S.W, corner is the present entrance into 
the cloisters, and at it is a beautiful view of the 
Abbey; Wilson's (of Kelso) splendid view is 
done from this spot, and there is not a more 
beautiful one about the Abbey. Tiic door at 
the N.W. curner is to the durigeous, w hich bhall 
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be described by and bye ; tbey are upon the 
west side, which side the peristyles are burnt 
down, was intended for a Nunnery, but we 
have no record of its ever having been built. 

Those dungeons are three in number, and are 
very gloomy ; two perfectly entire, and the third 
partly ruined. You enter from the north-west 
door of the cloisters; on proceeding into the 
innermost one, the window of which is not above 
two inches broad, though of a good height, but 
those two inches had an iron bar of one inch 
broad, which took away one-half of the melan* 
choly light that was admitted ; it is 8i feet long, 
by 12 broad, and 9 high. In this dungeon 
there is the memorial of an extraordinary Monk* 
ish punishment for prisoners, either refractory 
Monks, or border predatory moss-troopers— 
either of whom would remembex it for along time 
if diilv inflicted : — A hole is cut in a solid.stone, 
spacious enough for the largest man*s hand,. into 
ivhich the prisoner's band (Monk or plunderer) 
was thrust, and then wedged in with a wooden 
wedge and mallet, which wedge was left so 6rm 
that the prisoner could not draw it out, the end 
of which was chained to the wall. The hole is 
placed so low that the prisoner could kneel 
down, but he could neither sit nor lie down, so 
if this punishment was continued for four days 
and nights, the pain and fatigue became into- 
lerable ; and if tnose prisoners thus in a purga« 
lory of this world, called out from pain, either the 
Monkish brother or lay-keeper was sent in with a 
huge stick to be-labour the individual until he 
was quiet, treating him worse than a dog. There 
is a seat at the window in this dungeon for pri- 
soners of not so refractory a character, and in 
humanity the Monks have made a square aper^ 
ture in the wall for their holy books and 
bread and water, no other provision being ever 
permitted to be sent to a prisoner in the dungeon. 
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MFhe present tnansion-houte of Dryburgli was 
birill in IST^, as %ve learn from a passage in the 
Mtmorials of the Holibnrlons ;— " George aftet^ 
this, in the year 1579, btiill a house for iiimseU^ 
near the mill of DrylKirgh, and caused cut the 
Laird of Merlomi's arms for himself and .hi& 
wife Agnes— '(also a Haliburlon, being tha 
daughter of John Haliburlon of MuiHtouselawy 
•^tipon the lintel of Ihc west nindow of tiie said 
bousesp" This lionse was again repaired and 
modernized by John Ilaliburton of iNewmains, 
bail' male and representative of the family of 
Mertoiin, who married Margaret Rutherford ef- 
Edgerstou, in ]t}89« and tlieir armorial bearing 
placed above the door at (hat time ; (his, as we 
have said above, is now in Sir Walter Scott's 
aisle. 

Before the Halibnr(ons built this house, they 
lived in a house Uiey built for themselves on the 
top of the hill above Drjburgli, near the old 
font stone, which has a splendid view towards 
the vale of Kelso, and is one of the most com- 
manding situations in the country; it was called 
Newmains of Drjburgh— a few stones only of 
thid house are remaining, but the place is very 
conspicuously marked by a clump of elms grow- 
ing out of it, which have a very ))icturesque 
eirect on the road from Edinburgh. The vote is 
on Newmains, so called in the freeholder's Utt. 

A very beautiful letter describes the rural si- 
tuation of Dry burgh, which w-e ^mll here tran- 
scribe for the amusement of the reader 2 — 

ALBANICUS TO HORTUS. 

" Yen desire, my good friend,*^ to know how 
1 pass my time in the country, and to have » 
sketch of this beautiful district of Scotland, 
through whicii you have often passed (viz. to 

« Viz. Lord GardcnitoD, Scotch Judge, w Senator of the Court 
of Ju<iicc uft.Scoliind* 



E-J****^ 
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Xedbnvgh and Duin£ries ; Editor) iiSth tiie 
nity of office, but not witli tbe leisure of tufil 
ooiiteiitpkiUon. Trnmpets and ermilne, my dear 
Hortus, make a very improper fore-' ground for 
ft )a[idscape-<>wiih such a fore*-gpound you har^ 
no doiibl, frequently looked down upon my lium^ 
ble residence, beivvceu the S6 and 37 mile^stonde 
•n the road to Jedburgh, wliere Ihe bouse Btod 
the ruins of the Abbey are seen embosomed in 
wood — from tbe sylvan situation the name of the 
place is derived, darrah, an oak, and bruagh, or 
Durgb, a hill, signifyin<v in the language. of Old 
Pictiand) the brow of oaks; so that \ycr« I a 
Roman I would call this my Quereinian Villa; 
asd, indeed, oaks grew here wilh a procerity as 
if Ihey were perfectly '^ (U home*^'' Around 
this place, forming a Peninsula of 52 acres, the 
Tweed, having left its ancient bed, washes the 
foot of high ruddy rocks, and returns again 
within 1000 feet of iis departure,* shaping the 
perfect resemblance of a horse shoe, as the 
Weir docs at the maje>lic city of Durham. It 
seems in ancient times highly probable that this 
place had been dedicated to religious purposes, 
because in making excavations for draining a 
fitone quarry at an eminence called the Bass 
Hill, 1 observed nunierons interments of human 
bodies, all of them regularly placed, and many 
of Uiem in Gaelic Sarcophagi t of four pieces 
of thin stone. 

'* Four gray st«nci, covered wiib wosi; arc all the mciDorial ef 
Tthce, O tfcon wh» were go £^tat before !'*«— OssiAir^ 

" The latitude of this place is nearly 55^ SG'-n- 
its elevation above the level of the sea, aboui 
200 feet — below tbe level of the top of Eildoa 
Hill, 11 10 feet ; and what may perhaps surprise 

* Tkii is called the C;eicent of the Tweed, 
f One T«r7 fine entire Sarcopkagoi hai heep fouod, aad placed 
Biur the Abbe/.' 
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you, near 74 feet lower than the pavement of 
the Royal Exchange at Edinburgh. 
' ^^ The soil, formed by a mixture of fine river 
sand and clay, is remarkably ine and fertile, and 
productive both of corn and fruit— a pear tree 
in my orchard, produced last year (1790) a crop 
that sold for seven guineas ; and so favourable 
is the situation in every respect to orchards, that 
1 have planted one with my own hand, from 
which, if I live a doxen of years (the author was 
alive in 18^7, and likely to live many years after 
that), I may be able to brew a considerable 
quantity of cyder, after supplying the neighbour- 
hood with dumpliu fruit to qualify their baeon 
-^Sero facturus (at any rate) nepoiibus colicam. 
The climate it very temperate ; for 1 found here 
the eistifus hirfuslus standing the winters, a 

Clant which 1 bold to be one of the best vegeta- 
le thermometers in this country, but from the 
mildnef:s of our winters since 1788, 1 have not 
been able to determine how far 1 may venture 
the introduction of delicate strangers. The face 
of (he country is extremely beautiful, the walk 
or little riding that I project about this place* 
will conduct uk from the house half a mile close 
by (he woody margin of the Tweed, on the pe- 
nin^sula ; and leaving it by gently ascending the 
adjoining hill of Bemersyde, on a natural terrace 
)ou Hill see on the left the beautiful windings 
of the river, through herds and flocks, intermin- 
gled with corn, ^nd the country sloping with 
ascent to our Scottish Parnassus, with its triple 
head the Itimoniium of the Romans, (the three 
Eildon Hills close to Melrose) whose hues ex- 
hibit, according to the season of the year and the 
time of the day, all the colours of the celestial 
bow, from the rich violet and indigo to the fad* 
ing reds and yellows of the setting sun ; nhiie 

* Which was coop^ctcl^ cfitcted. 
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the broad and extended shadows of the moan- 
tain, obscures in saceession the Tarioas parts of 
the landscape, and feasts the eye with the re- 
turning and flickering rays of the departing liffht* 
The windings of the rirer are seen from Mel* 
-rose, and the fly-boat bridge at Drygrange, 
where the Lieader* meets the Tweed, presents 
the perspective of very light and elegant arches. 
Here the woods and tower of Bemersyde are a 
fore-ground, and returning along the eastern 
brow of the hill (Wallace Hill), we have the 
windings of the Tweed towards Kelso, and a 
fine champaign country, whose borison is bound- 
ed by the Cheviot Hills and Hownam Law, 
chequered and finished in their undulating dis- 
tance by Rubers Law and the Craggs of Minto. 
My house, though within a few hundred yards 
of a beautiful prospect, has no more than a 
partial view of the river, beyond which appear 
the high ruddy rocks I mentioned, and all around 
nie is circhard and wood, through which are seen 
the ruins of the Abbey ; which ruins exhibit the 
Roman, the Saxon, the Norman, or Gothic 
architecture, in its different partt^, erected in 
successive ages — all over the remains you be- 
hold the usurpation of nature o%er art, which 
marks the antiquity of its destruction— here you 
fiee trees of majestic growth flourishing on 
the rubbish within the walls; f and there others 
growing fantastically, so that the root of one 
tree is immediately above your head, and being 
above an arch, you pass bt^iow it, as you view 
the different parts of the building. There is no 
occasion here for much hermitages or hermitt*, 
for skulls, or strings of beads, in imitation of a 
losary, every step }Oti take suthcientl) indicates 
the original repose and sanctity of the abode. 

* Laadcr Wiiier. 
f Ai was mentioned above in the library. 



Sometimefi yau enter i^to a dark and gloomy 
clakter, you open a clpor ^fid pass into a flow^ 
•garden, which rormeiiy was the quadrangle pf 
the cloisters. ^>liere cypress are planted to mark 
tlie old roundations of (he pillars of the arcade.* 
Jn (lie centre of this little (lower garden, which 
IB 100 feet square, is a siatue of Jnigo Jones la- 
.meiiting the deslruction of this noble ediGoe. 
'With his right hand he smiies his bosom, and 
looks up to the beauiiful circular window which 
adorned the great Irall or refcclory of tlie Abbey, 
and is now with the rest (»rthal part of the build- 
ing almost covered wilh ivy, whose tender fan- 
tastic (endrils creep aloni*; its aslrngal carvings 
from the circnmfcrcncc lo its cenlre. One thinks 
■they hear old fnigo lamenting the dilapidation 
with an *-0 ([uani pnlchra Oomus I O qiiam 
miserabile falum, latttum ambitio poluit ^audere 
malorum." This (psadrangle, in poini of ruin, 
is perhaps Just in Ihe slate tliat IVIieidli/^ with 
a band of fanatic maions at his command^ would 
have made it at the rcformulwu^ Nothing is 

Serfectly entire except a Chapel dedicated to St 
loden and the Chapter House, which very an- 
ciently had beei] used as a Conveiihia! Church 
before its restoration and augmentation by the 
Consta))le Hugo de Morville, and his uife llea- 
trix de Reauchamp, in tlie time of David J., 
anno 1151. This Chapter Ilou-e coiitains the 
bones of the founders, whicli I found very en- 
tire in Sarcophagi, placed in the cenlre of its 
area — you may belieie 1 did not disturb the 
ashes of the venerable dead, but 1 coidd not re- 
sist the curiosity of the living in taking out the 
remains of the great Constable's stalf, whicIi lay 
on]the right siile of Hugo de Morville, and a 
few of the beads of Beatrix de licauchamp; ca- 
lices that were of base metal, and mouldered by 

* Theie cyprciiei unrortunateljr die ai toon as they rise tboTt 
the wallf. 
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time, were upon tbeir breasts, some of the frag" 
meiit9 of which t also took away. The quick- 
silver, with v^hich they had been rubbed to make 
them more conspicuous, was found fluid in dis- 
persed globules among the ashes. This room, if 
I am able, I mean to ttgcco, (it was found im« 
possible from the dampness) and dedicate to the 
portraits and contemplation of illustrious Scots, 
and to give the name to it of the Temple of 
Caledonian Fame. 

" I have heard of your strenuous efforts in ap- 
plying your superabundant fortune to the t>uc- 
cour of struggling merit in Scotland. May my 
countrymen strive to ester m at the strait gate of 
this venerable apartment I Marcus Aurelitis 
and Seneca are on the outside of this buildingt: 
None can enter that are not true Scots — 

VcBi Robur Scotise Rntmosf Kobur. ' 
Vetti R«biir Scdtise iaereetutn ^efttore liobuh 

** Of this Abbey my noble knd truly excellent 
ancestor, John Ei^skine^s afterwards Regent of 
the Scots, was Commendator during the life* 
time of his elder brothers, Robert and Thomas, 
Lords Erskine. I am happy to think J may 
place his image with the approbation of my 
countrymen in my Temple of Caledonian Fame 
«-»raay his image be displayed ia my life and in 
my character, though my private station forbids 
me ever to expect to employ the pen of the his* 
torian — I am happy in the enjoyment of intellec- 
tual delight, ana in endeavouring to display the 
neglected fame of others who deserve it— 

I eare n«t, fortune, wkat yoa may deny ; 
Tod cannet rob me of free nature's grace ; 
Tou cannot shot tka windows of the sky, 
Througb whicb aurora shows her brightening faee« 
The woods and lawns, by living streams at ctc, 
Let koalth my nerres and finer fikres brace, 
And I thtir joys to the great children leaTe, 
Of fancy, reason, tii tue, nought can mc bercaTe. 

Tbomfsok. 

* Carl of Mfir and I<ord Enkine. 
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^' Farewell, my dear Hortus. Should you 
think of wamlering from your own pleasant villa, 
come here and you shall have milk in the morn- 
ins:, perfumed with cinnamon and odour of roses ; 
nay, if 1 thought it would make vou )oung again, 
1 would provide a kettle and bathe you in it ; 
for with respect to my old friends, 1 am quite of 
the mind 1 am about estates, thinking it mucb 
better to improve those we have than running 
the risk of buying new ones. Unce more, fare- 
well ! (See the Bee^ vol. 4., p. 160 J 

"Tweedside, July 15, 1791.'' 

The following monument is at the foot of the 
bell stairs :— 

Hie jscel Hononi— Its Vir Adam RoUnon de Gledditwood, 
qui obiit vii Ooiobrit, Anno Dominc, 155& 

A croit, with slept in the centre of the ttone. 

» 

This monument was found in consequence of 
a fire being lighted by the people who watched 
the remains of the late Lady Scott of Abbots* 
ford, and burned the earth away that covered it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The grtat and aged too mual go, 
And yautb and tMautjr will lie luw. 



jnLMONGST the old nioiiiiiiienU in the cem(>* 
tery are the following : — 

H«re liet Adrian Haig, who died, beion; ibe time oTlfae i«wdck 

Powttati«, Ikii is Um truth. — Hu •tpoaacric, If aryarct 

H«wtliy« lister of Tbonas Hewtli, law.f 16S0L 

David Haig died Julj i, 175S, aged 85 yean. 

Alio hii ■pooic, Agnas Sairvin, who died 

Oct. Sa 1764, aged 81 yean.) 

The second monument is as follows : — 

Hcf€ lies Andrew Haig, who died the 99th Janoarj, 
1649. • • ♦ • 

This is near the ultima domvs of the Haig« 
of Bcmereyde — so is the one following : — 

^Here.lies Andrew Haig, . . { . . in Dryborgh, who died 

t be Itt of December* a«vd 60 year*. Alio Jane 

M*MeilaB, bii wife, who died the 4th 

of Decern bar, aged 70 years ; 

both in the year of 

onr l^rd, 

1671. 

As Jonathan and Israel's King 

In love did fttill abide. 
So pleasant were this happy pair. 
Their death did not divide. 

iu allusion to their having died within four 
days of one another — he must ha%'e been a goo J 

• * Hollies of Mertonn.— i— f Contraction for lawyer. 

t I find that Andrew, 2. Robert, 8. GearKe, and 4. Jame*. — 
all lbc«e four brolbers, were hilled in the service of the (.lector 
Malitie, King of Bobemia, anno 1629 and 1680, wiiboot issue. 
(JJaugkis* Baronage.) He (Adiiun) might have been a follower 
of theirs, as the mother of those four brothers nursed the Princess 
£lisabcth,ff daughter of Charks I., who nsairied the Elector 
I'alalinr. 

ft Named after Queen Elizabeth of England. 

} I soppoic the word fcuar was placed here. 
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husband, as bis wife seems to have died of grief 
for his loss.* 

Htre lite Andrew Haic, who died S9lh Scpttmber, 1679. 

AIm hit tponte, Mainarat W«od» who dtpftrted 

th« 2d day of Dcecinbcr, 1602, a^td 91. 

The next is one of Ihe Haliburtons — 

Hera liai Jamtt Baia, who lived in the iownhead af Drybargh* 

and died the lOlh of December, 170(5; bit age f8. 

Also Mary Haliburtan bit HK)iiie, who di^ 

the 8th day of April, 1712 ; 

her age €9, 

There is a vjery elegant urn monument to an 
English Qnd Russian, merchianti who died. lately 
in tnis parishf^-^though not according to the date 
we will give it here— 

Sacred to the raemery of Jamet Hill, Esq. of Walthamstow, 

in the eeaaty of Essex, who died at Gledsweed en 

the 22d of October, 182i| aged 69. 

The next are rather old monuments- 
Here lies James Walker, son to the deeeaied John Walker^ 
who died the llLh of October, 1718/ and 

■ of hii age,. 

Here lie Waiter and James Tyler, sens of James Tyler here 

in Drybargb; Walter died April 10» 17i8, aged 15 

years ; and James died January 7, 1757, 

aged li yearSf 

The next is a relation of theirs — 

Here liei Francis Bi • • kson, son to Alexander Dickson, 

He died July the IfSth day* 1718 ; bis.ege -2 years. 

Here lies Alison Melrose, spouse of Henry CunQyegham, gardener 

in Dryburgh, who died Joly 1, 1737, aged 62 years. 

Also her sob Alszandsr. 

Here lies the dust of John Cunnyngham, late tenant in 

Dryborgh, wke died Fehraary 12, 179U 

aged 53 years. 

Ilis Wife, I understand, also lies beside hini ; 
she was daughter to the late James Hood, car« 
penter in Dryburgh. They left a daughter* 

.^ Finlison the fiurnier wrote the following lines, hut the friends 
would not let it be put on thf tomb :-~ 

" O ernel death, for erer killing, 

Has kiird pqor Haig and Jean M'Mellan ; 

Bot'still in hopes that they shall meet, ^ 

They laid poor Jean at Andrew's feet" T, 
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Tbe next monuinant is at the great gate of 
the church ; it has Adaon and Eva sculptured 
on one side of it — on the other' — 



Hert lit! 'William Yringle, nr&efter is Drybnrgb, 

who di«d Jttbraarjr S; 174^ ftftd S8 f$K^ 

▲Iio Mary Golidilocl^ his Bf«u««* who died 

Jul/ (>,- 1755, •g|Ml75, 

Bew U^t WMUm Btll, indwtller U Dryhnrgb, wh« died 

SepUmbcr 28, th« year 1794, n^^d 79. Also hit 

' tpouMy Agaei Hellie, who diad th« 

dd of Df camber, I7II9 

aged 57. 

Tradition says that this William Bell was a 
stone mason, and that he pulled down more of 
the Abbey than any man before him ever did — 
this occasioned so much disgust, that he was 
obliged to leave Dryburgh and go toNewstead, 
where he died, — and that his bones were brought 
here to be buried* 

The next is to tbe Gibsons — 

iSere Uei William Gibion, son to William Gibson, in 
Dryburgh, wha died May 5, I75S, aged St years. 
Also William Gibson, who died January 99, 
17S2, aged 31 years. Also William Gib- 
son, their father, who dUd the 10th 
ef Janoary, 1780, aged d5ye^n« 

Here lies John Aifcehison aid Isbell Sanderson, indwellers 

in Drybargb. Also J[anet Blakie, tfouse to John 

Aitchisbn, yeunger, wright in Dryfonrgh, died 

February 8, 1769, aged 75 years. 

Also five of their ohildren. 

Here lies James M'Dougal, aged 6t years. Agaea 

Dodds, his spouse, who died 7th Jana* 

ary, 1767, aged 76 years.. 

Here lieti William M*DoQgal, son to James M^Deagaf, 

gardener in Newton Don, who died JaQOary 8, 

1775, aged 88 years. 
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Hcrt liM WilliMn M*Doiigal, teoaot in Btjhwrgh, aged 6S 

ytmn. Als* Itbell Ni«l, hit wife, di«d iU lOlh of 

March, 1779, aged $6 yean. Also WQUam 

M'Dougat, their sod, who died the 2d of 

Febmary, 1754. Alto Aleiander 

M'Dougal, their son, who died Dec. 

37, 1760, aged 24 years. 

Here Kct Slipoth Ker, sister to Thomas Ker, tenant in 

. Redpatl^, who died ^eptemher 18, 1756, 

aged 7t years and a half. 

Here lies Robert Seott, who died Jaaoary 2. 
1778, aged 21 years. 

This family came from Asbkirk ; the relations 
of this Robert Scott still keep the gate at Dry- 
burgh. 

Here lies Zenibabell Forsoa, who died December 28, 1788, 
aged 71 yean. AUo James Forton, died 
July 8, 1786, aged 26. 

The grandsons of this Zerubahell Forson still 
reside in the Red Houses, Drybiirgh. They are 
called David and Zerubahell ; the former was 
married only the day before yesterday (Decem- 
ber 15, 18S7,) to a young woman from Clackmay^ 
on the estate of James Hume, E^q. of Carrol* 
^^ide : an uncle of theirs distinguished himself as 
a printer in the Principality, commonly called 
Lordship of Berwick-upon Tweed. ♦ 

The next i^ an obelisk monument, and l>e* 
longs to the very respectable and ancient family 
from which Ald« rman Bridges, M.P., and lately 
Lord Mayor of London, is descended— 

Here lies the dost of AUzander Hopkirk, late indwellcr 

ID Dryburgb, who died 27ih or January, 1789, 

aged 69 years. 

Before 1 give the rest of this monument, 1 
will mention the antiquit} of thin family. \is' 
hei's Ihtronage says, p. 7—" Richard II. of 
England made solemn proclamation of a tourna- 

* William Foiton, father of Zcrububell, u*at avked by a ttrarg^r 
the name of an eiotic — be said it was an agim viiw tree, inittad 
of an arbor Tit«. 
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ment to be held in London, through Scotland, 
France, and Flanders, to which eeveral stranger 
knights resorted." After mentioning several 
tilts, he adds— ^* The next Scotchman was Sir 
William Dalzell, the King of Scotland's tmnner 
bearer ; be challenged Sir Philip Courtney, the 
King of England's banner bearer, and when 
they had ridden many courses they gave oyer 
without a seen yictory. Then Cockburn, Esq. 
of Scotland, justed with Sir Nicholas Howbkerk, 
but Cockburn was borne oyer horse and man, 
anno 1395.'* So this, is by no means a family of 
yesterday* But to continue — as follows on the 
monument :— 

Alao Janes Hopkiik, bis soo, who d'M 14lb Aigsst, 1777* 

aged 21 years. Also Jean Hopkirk, his daughter, died 

21st of Augiutt 177a Also Jean Briggs, bis 

wife (or BridR:et),;wbo died 2td of Oetober, 

1804, aged 77 yn. 

(This was the aunt of the Lord Mayor.) We 
find on the pedestal — 

George Hopkirk, their son, died at Aovborgh Castle, in 

the Island of Jamaica, March 11, aged 48 year*. 

George Hopkirk, their son, dedicates this 

monument to their memory as a tribtte 

of afiection and gratitude. 

This George Mopkirk made a handsome for- 
tune in the Island of Jamaica, and left it to his 
family.* The next is their son-in-law — 

Also of /bhn Gray» manufacturer in Greenlaw (formerly in 

Dryburgh) who died there the 14th of 

August, 1821, aged 65 years. 

He was an active, benevolent, upright man, generally esteemed, 
and bis death deeply lamented by his family and friends. 

This monument is adjoining to James HilTs 
Esq. of Walthamstow. 

* £4000 tterllog. 



•72 

The next monument is the family of tfie 
Hpods in Dryburgh— :a very Monkish natne ; 
it U an tipright tomb-stone^ with a figure stand* 
ing up, yery well done by the Smitns of Dar* 
nick* It is inscribed as follows : — 

In memory tf Jam«i Hoed, Dryborgh, who diod AJDi 

1799, nged M yean. Of IsbtU Spotiwood^ bit 

wife, wlio 4m4 A.D. lQ09i agod 91 yoarb 

Of tbm of tboijr efaildren, .William, 

Hear}'* *°d Betty. Alio Andrew 

Hood, a grandchild, died '2811, 

aged 11 yoari. ' 

Iknow thai my Redeemer litetk, and that he; shall itand at 
the latter day npon the earth, and though after my life worms 
deTomr this body> yet in my flesh shall I see Gfd.** 

The next is a monument of one of the most 
ancient families in. the cpuntry — Thomas the 
Hymer's family— 

- In Bemory of Agnes JLearmoath^ who died NoTemhev 
«-, MDCCCXX, aged — years. 

« 

In Nisbet^s Baronage we read of this family. 
*' There is another charter granted by Petrus 
de Haga, Doniinus de Bemersyde, with the con- 
sent of his son John, to the Abbot and Convent 
of Melrose, to pay yearly ten salmonds and half 
a stone of wax — witnesses besides the churchy 
men, Wilhielmo de Burdin Milite, Huffone de 
Pesibi, Vice Comite de Rokisburgh, Wiihielmo 
de Hately, Thomas Ryraer de Ercildoun.*'— 
This charter wants a date, and I think it has 
been granted after the death of Alexander III., 
which was foretold by Thomas Rymer, being so 
designated in the charter, and afterwards on ac- 
* connt of his prophecies in rhyme; for in other 
older charters he is designated Thomas Lear* 
month de Ercildpun^ which ijs in the neighbour- 
hood of Bemersvde. 
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We now proceed to the next monument— - 

' Here lice ThomM Brokit, ]et« tenant in Btmenyde, wIm 

died Jannary 6» 1770, aged 71 yean. ' Thomat 

fivokie, late tenant in Prieeton, died 9d|0f July, 

1810. Mary firokie, hie danghter» died . 

19th of January* 1806» aged 14 yeari» 

John BrokiOi hie eon, died Oet* 

% 1809; aged 9 yeare. 

One of this family was buried in stone in the 
year 1837 ; he was literally butlt up in it—it 
w^t £10. 

In the ruins of the chnrch on the horth tide, 
in an open space, is the sun-dial of the Hali« 
burtons ; on the west side of it is the arms of 
that family, and T. H. under it. The arms are— • 
or^ on a bend azure, three mascles, and iii tike 
sinister canon a buckle of the first crest, a stag 
at gaze proper; motto, " Watch fVeel.^^ On 
the east side of the dial the arms of the Camp* 
bells, and T. C. under it ; towards the south, 
a female figjure with ike. hoiy cross in the ri^ht 
hand, and the cop of aabratton iw the ^ left, with 
this motto, '^ Bidt ConStdnC 
. We observe in the Memorials of the HaH^ 
burtons^ where it is stated that the MS. is 
carried on in the hand* writing of Thomas Hali** 
barton, T. H. as above: — "I was married, 
Monday the 13th, 1701 years, to Janet Camp- 
bell, {unde the T. C.) only daughter of Robert 
CampbeUof NortlHVOtodside, Dean of Guild of 
Glasgow/' This Thomas HaKbnrtonof New* 
qfiaiiis resided at Dryburgh^arnd was son of John 
Haliburton, by Margaret Rutherford of Edger- 
ston, his wife. 

There is an old monument much defaced near 
the High Altar in the wall. It has upon it in 
black tetter H # • burton obiit anho dam. drdte 
prome» J^m having two coats of arms of the 
HaUbunoiys, it is known to be that of Thomsis 
Haliburton of Dry burgh, who marriM Mary Hair* 
burton, eldest daughter of John Haltburtoii of 

E 
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Mertoun; Thomas diedSOth January, 1673, and 
Mary 7th June, 1667. 

Tne next monument I shall mention (and one 
of the most noticed) is to the son of old Jamie 
Barrie, ivho takes care of Wallace — the inscrip- 
tion was written by himself, and is as follows :<^ 

Btneath this kione Uef Jsmct Barrie, 

Whose Bible loT*d to read, 
Bat iiow in silent tomb does lie, 

No faither can proceed ' 
Until last tmmpet's awfnl sonnd 

The rending earth shall shake. 
And opening graves shall yield their dast, 

And death to life awake. 

Aged 25* 

This young man left two sons, now residing 
in Liauder. 

Two more monuments are as follow : — 

' To the memory of Janet Cowan, (of Old Hamstocks • 

parish^, who died December 16, I89S» aged 
78 yean. 45 yean io the sertice of 
the £arl and Countess of Bochan. 

She had been five years before that in the ser- 
vice of Lady Dianna Scott. The remains of 
William Burnet, are deposited close to Janet 
Cowan ; he was 12 years Major Riddell's ser^'ant. 

Here lie the remains of George Lyon, and his wife 

, Elizabeth Andenon, who had been in the service 

of the £arl of Bochan S8 yean. They were 

both interred in one graye on the 20th 

of August, 1827. He died on the 

J 8th Augast, aged 62, and she 

•on the 18th August, aged 

.52 years. 

A masonic monument near . the high altar 
With A. P. on it, with a sword, compasses, and 
a rule, apparently to a free master mason* A 
monument erected by Sir David Erskine, on 
which is engraved-*- 
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Srectod to the ntmory of Hago De Morville, I«oid of 

Ijftodordsle, and Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, 

who founded and hoilt thii Abbey nnder King 

IHttid. HediedittUfiS. 

CHis ion locaeeded hin ai Chancellor of Scotland, 

in the tame year he died.) 

Another monument erected by Sir David 
Erskine, near the high altar — 

Safrcd to the memory of John Erthine, Earl of Mir, Xiord 

Treasurer of Scotlandy GoTeraor of Henry Prince of Walei|' 

and Prince Cbarlei, afterwardt King of England, to 

whom King Jamet VI. gare this Abbey, and ite 

depondenciet for hit meritorioiifienricet daring 

a long life. Died December, 1834, in tba 

8Jd year of his age, at Stirling CastlCy 

of which he was GoTcmor. 



1 have just found a very curious article relat- 
ing to Dryburgh— Lord Evers' letter of No- 
vember 9, 1544, to Henry VIII. who committed 
to him the task 6f avenging his disappointment 
of breach of Ihe match between his son Edward, 
and the infant Marj, Qu^en of Scots* After 
destroying a vast number of places^ he proceeds 
to mention Smailholm Miln, Nenthorn, and 
Little Newton, that is Newton Don ; he then 
proceeds to mention as follows : — 

"Sir George Bowes anjd Sir Bryan Laytoa 
burnt a market town called Dryburghy with an 
abbey in it, all saving the church, and a great 
substance of corn, and brought away 100 nolt 
(cattle), 60 nags, 100 sheep, and moche spoylage 
and inside geer. Sir Ralph Evers mentions that 
he rode into Lauderdale, and took 80 nolt and 
30 prisoners. Lor^ Evers was killed on the 
18th November^ at Ancrum Moor, or died of 
his wounds, and is buried in Melrose.''-— 
Hayne^s State Papers 
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CHAPTER V. 

Arm all ihm lionsehoM prtiently, and cbarga 
Vh% porter ha let no one in till day. 

BsK JotoHBOiri 



XHR oW porter's lodgB of tto Ahh^j fitifl 
reniaiiiQi, There has been a dotible row of ash 
and elm trees up to this lodge, which ib partly 
in rain«-^91 fine. old. tr^es still remain — it is 
called the Aiili^y Close* Those trees now form 
a double row on the north side of the arenue 
from the maasion-house to the Abbey, and a 
single one on the south side— contiguous to this 
there was an orchard, and the space is still 
cilJled the Orchard Park, bat there is only one 
wild cherry remaining, exclusive of some fine 
old walput trees, which were planted on the 
south side of this orchard to break the force of 
the lyijid. The little old lodge, where resided 
th|» i^bbey porter, or lay-brother, consisted of 
two storeys ; the ground floor had been the 
passagef room, with two small windows to it to 
eQSt and west* In this part of the little ruin 
there is an immensely large elder tree growing, 
whijsh is five feet in girth, — an immense me for 
aq elder, or boontry tree, as it is called in Scot- 
land ; trees of this kind never acquire any size 
whatever, as they are almoit alwaj^-s bushes in- 
stead of trees, and it is not for a small way it 
preserves this thickness, but it is so for 10 teet 
nip. The size of the porter V lodge, or-gate*- 
bousey was 15 feet by 18, as part of all four 
walU are still remaining, and also a corner 
clfiaet for keeping the porter^s meat, bread, &G;. 
—there is also an upper storey, where the porter 
lived, with various conveniences, and it appears 
he could open the gate without coming down 
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stairs. To this ttp{>er »lor«y tlwra vtm two \ai9§& 
windows to tlie north atid oMt; the MMrth otte 
is still remaiainf^i but it is square at lop^ iMikh 
proves it of very moderA conttructioR.; and at 
the gable ends there, are pigeon's steps^ so it 
must not be more tbaft MO or lAO years old^-nit 
leads to the bridge over the mill streaip. It is 
well known that the treasurer, Earl of Mar, 
and his wqns^ liords Erskine, Buchan, and Car- 
drosSy resided here, and inhabited the Abbey 
many years-^the part they occupied was the 
refectory, the library, the Abbot's parlour, and 
the extensiye dormitories above them, with the 
chapter house and the De Morville chapel. It 
must have made a very extensive house. This 
small lodge must have been rebuilt as a gate^ 
house, at porter's habitation, by Lord Cardross, 
as its architecture seems to bear the character 
of that age, when his JLorddiip inhabited the 
Abbey after his fother and grandfiither died, for 
he was the grandson of Lord Mar the R^^nt. 

This Lord Cardross was a Knight of the 
Thistle, and wfiS sent a.long with Charles Prin^ 
of Waled ib %>ain. (afterwards Charles 1.) by 
Kitig James Vi.— *Dut at Paris he met with a 
great misfortune, the house in which he lodged, 
and all his rich paraphernalia for the Court of 
Spahi, Wer^ burnt t6 ashe«« He wrote many 

Sfedding tetters to his mother, the Countess of 
lar, t6 have theni replaced, pr to. send money 
fbjr that purpose; his elder brother, Lord 
Buchan, was on the same mission, and both 
brothers met with the same misfortune from 
livine in the same house, hut we are not told 
whether the aged Countess sent the courtly 
trappings or the argent to replace them, all we 
knoiy is, they continued tlieir journey to Spain, 
and returned to England with Charles, after 
making a sleeveless errand of it. There was 
certainly an attempt niads tp detaiutheminParis,. 
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> and they were detained much too long, as Charles 

'there saw Princess Henrfetta Maria, daughter 
of Hemie Quatre^ whom he afterwards marrird 

•M»how could James VI. a good politician, per- 
mit bis son to marry a Roman Catholic f-^this 

. fatal marriage cost this King Charles his head. 

There on his arm h«r oocc lot*d portimit Uj^ 
There did his fatal narriage him confcy. 

DsllHOUf* 



H 



At the.top of the double row of ash and^elm 

trees, Lord Buchan has placed an ol;;^lisk un 

the very spot where the door ojf the prior^s 

' bouse'stood, at the top of the Abbey Close, near 

^ the old gate-house or porter's lodge of the 

; Abbey, with the following inscription — 

GENIO MAJOHUM. 

To the hpnoMf of eur jineesi^ts. 

There. are several very. large thorn trees on 
' this spot, as large as those on Bagshot Heath, 

cahed Wickham Bushes, supposed to have been 
' the seat of William of Wycomb, who burnt 
; Windsor Castle. 

' Sir David Erskine has had two figures cut on 

this obelisk, by George Burnet in Newstead ; 
' on one side is James 1. of Scots, and James 11. 

of Scots, who was killed in besieging RojLbuirgh 
' Castle; they arcj beautifully done. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



LEGEND OF ST. BOISIL, CoiinssoE. 

Tron 8t. Bede, L^ IV. Hiitor. o. 97; 
aad ia tU Hh of St. Cuthbert. 

(From tH^ UVE3 of BRITISH SAIVTTS.) 



tftm 



BoiSlL was a Monk of the Monastery of 
Afailros^ (on the river Tweed), in the time of 
the primitive fervor of our English Saxon 
Church. He was, in all appearancei one of 
those English youths that were trained up by 
St. Atdan, and bis Scotch or Irish associatesi in 
christian piety and monastic .discipline ; in both 
of which he llecame so gre^t a proficient, as not 
only Uk be judged worthy of the priestly degree, 
and of the office of Propositus or Prior of his 
Monastery, but also to be famed all over the 
country for his rare and excellent virtues : in- 
somuch, that the chief motive that determined 
St. Cuthbert to make choice of the Monastery 
ofMailros, rather than thatof Lindisfarne^forthe 

glace in which he would learn the science of the 
aiQts, was because, though the latter wanted not 
great misters in this kind, yet no one was thought 
so perfect therein as the Prior of A^ilros ; as 
we learn from St. Bede in the life o£ St. Cuth- 
bert, c. 6, who in the same place calls St Boisil 
a man of sublime virtues ^^9ind I* 4i, histor* €• 
S7, a man of great virtues^ and of a. prophetic 
spirit ; to whose direction,, says he, Cuthbqrt 
humbly subjecting hin^eU^ received froip bi;n 
both the knowledge.of. the holy scriptures and 
the examples of all gpod works.. We may 
jndge of , thQ exg^U^QQi^ <^..the master from the 
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peifection to which the tch'olar attained under 
lis discipline ; who was used afterwards to speak 
of our Saint as of an extraordinary man, and one 
highly favoured with the grace of prophecy. 
St. Bede relates several instances of his spirit 
in this kind : as when «t the first sight of St. 
Cutbbert, he scud, to the stander^ by,>^^ Bebpld 
a servant of God ;" and aft^rward^ foretold all 
that should hajppen to tl# Sdm^dt* Cuthbert in 
the sequel of his life. As also^ when he foretold 
three years beforehand the greok i^^fience of 
664, and that he himself ^otiid die of it ; but 
Eata, the Abbot^ should .outlive it ai^d die ^f a 
dysentery, 

Byt let us hear St. Bede, in St. C'uthbert's 
life^ c« 8^ speaking of these things, and witha) of 
the happy end of this holy man. " The chatn- 

(rion of Christ, (Cuthl^ertjreturningfromRippon 
6 Mailros)^ by change of place no way changed 
ita hts piind from the resolution of the. heavenly 
Warfi^re he had undertaken ; but with tRe 
greatest dUtgence, according to what he had be- 
fore been accustomed to do, attended both to tjbe 
Words and actions of blessed Boisil. At which 
time he was taken with the pestilential disease, 
of which great numbers died throughout Britain, 
&c.^ whom when the servant of God, BoisiI, 
saw recovered from his illness, he said to him, 
^^ thou seest, brother, thou art now delivered from 
the disease under which thou didst labour ; and 
I tell thee, thou shalt no more be touched with 
if^ nor die at this time; at the same time I ad* 
monish thee^ as my death is near at hand, not to 
neglect to learn something of me, as long as I 
shall be able to teach ; wnich will be no more 
than seven da^s.*' ^* And what," said Cuthbert, 
^^ will be best for me to read, which will be £• 
Hishedin seven days?" "The Gospel of St. John,** 
said he, " which we may in that time read over 
s^nd conff r upon i^s mucn as may be necessaryi*' 
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-*fBr tBey only sought therein the sincerity of 
fiiith, workings through love, and not the treat* 
ing of profound qdestiong« Haying therefore 
aiBcoropiished the reading in seven days, the 
inan of GTod^ Boisilj bein^ attacked by. the fore- 
said /^[isisase, came fo liisTast day, which having 
Eassed over with great joy, he entered into the 
appiness of light eternai. 'Tis said that in 
these seven days, he told Cu.thbert all the things 
that were to befsA him ; for he was, as I have 
Mild, 1^ prophetic man, and one of wonderful 
sanctitv* He foretold to his Abbot, Eata, three 
years beforehand, the comini; of that raging 
pestilence ; nor did he concealfrom him that he 
should die of it : but that tfie Abbot should not 
die of the pestilence, but rather of that disease 
which the physicians call a dysentery, as it af- 
ter^vards happened. He also signified to Cutn- 
bert amongst other things, thai he should be 
ordained a Bishop, &c/* So far St. Bede : 
who informs us, c. 9, that it was his custom 
during life, not only to labour in bringing his 
religious, by word and example, to the perfec- 
tion df their calling, but likewise to make fre- 
quent excursions amongst the villages, to instruct 
and prench to the poor, and bring straying souls 
into the paths of truth and life. We learn also 
from the same Historian 1. 5. c. 10, how he 
twice appeared (in a dream) after death, to one 
of bis disciples with a message from God, to St. 
Egbert, to send him to convert the Monks of St. 
Columba, i^ the right observance of the feast of 
B^fer. His body was long after his death (anno 
lOSQ) translated to Durham, and deposited near 
tliat of his disciple, St. Cuthbert. 
Britannia Sancta, Lond. 1745. 

[ncabofewsi ••at totlic Aotbor bj t]i«R«T. Williiim Tt^tUa^e, 
from TraqQAUHonfl^ Fteblci, to whom hcbad sent a copjr of thi^- 
Work.]. 

E 4 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TRBBS AT DRTBURGH. 

Hen itandf t1i« oak, l1i« monmrth of the wood. 

DouoLAi^ 



jL HERE are many fine trees at Dryburgh^— 
1. Close to the old Abbey there is a splendi<i 
yew tree, planted in 1 150, when the cemetery 
was consecrated. It is at present (1836) 686 year» 
old, and is perfectly entire ; the head of it a& 
round as a bail — 1 measured it in 18S0, when it was 
10 feet in circumference 6 feet from the ground. 
S. There is a fine large spreading beech (some- 
call it a weeping beech) near the stables, at the 
beginning of the Abbey Close ; I measured it 
at the same time, and it was 1 1 feet 9 inches. 

S. Near the mansion-bouse of Dr} burgh there 
is an elegant umbrageous horse chesnut, 9 feet 
round the stem, 6 feet from the ground ; there 
were two of them, one on each side an old gate- 
way, but the one killed the other. 

4. Near the back gate to the house, by the 
river side, is a fine old Spanish chesnut; it is 
10 feet 8 inches round at 6 feet from the ground 
— it would do honour to the pencil of IMir Wil- 
liam de la Motte, of the Pavilions, York town, 
Surrey, the Silvator Rosa of England, R. M. 
Coll. 

5. A cedar of Lebanon, near the dining- rporo 
windows, is 7 feet 2 inches in circuiiifereiice, a 
great size for a tree of such slow growth — it is 
about 200 years old, and was planted by the 
Haliburtons. 

6. An old uainut on (he so»th side of the 
orchard park — it is 1 1 feet 8 inches ; there are 
otker large walnuts, but uone so large as this«. 
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Ni^ar this tree Lord Buchan erected a tun 
engraved b^ Adam Siroson, clockmakeri St. 
Bosvreirs^ it has D. O. M. on the north side 
of it. 

7. Three large oaks near the walk-nill ; the 
first, 7 feet 3 inches— the second, 7 feet 1 incb-^ 
and the third, 6 feet 6>inches ; also two smaller. 

8. An old elm near the barn-yard, 7 feet U 
inches* 

9. A wild cherry near the great yew, 8 'feet 
6 inches. 

10* A spmiee fir near the house, 7 feet 7 
inches. 

11. A express fir near the red cross well, on 
the way to Bemersyde, 6 feet 6 inches ; il is ex* 
ceedingly,curiousy.beinga Scots fir».and growing 
like a cypres^^,. 

12. xio acacia, tree by^ the side of Lady Hali« 
burtan'i»'bawer,j9.&et 3 in girth, at 4 feet from, 
the ground. 

On Ihe approach to Lord Bucban*s house you < 
pas« a-hower of holly, called " Lady Halibur* 
tonV bower ;^* it is a circle of holly trees with a: 
yew inUhe centre, and has been used as a place 
to smoke tobacco in,' to keep the house free 
from that noxious- weed. . Lady Haliburton was 
taken in a fit in this bower, being overpowered 
with the fumes^ of tobacco — in taking her up one 
of the tVmale servants thought she was dead^ 
and proposed ta take her to the cfea(/-rooin-^the 
Lady hearing what was said, and not being able- 
to 9peak,.te let it be known she was still alive,^ 
t>it this maid in the arm with so powerful a hold 
that the maid hallowed out lustily :. and whea 
liady Haliburton recovered she had much ado 
to keep her place, which she certainly^ would 
have losthad her arm not nearly mortified ; and 
the Lady was. told if she died she would be tried 
ioT her life, and ran a great risk of being; sent .txx 
«lftdhurgh Castle. 



On: tlw ctber side of the approadi to Ae kome 
19 the oU brew*ho«8e, or malt^iiouse of the 
Abbey ; it stood by the side of one of the Abbey 
orchards. At present it has the appearance of 
a tumulus covered with trees and evergreens, 
but in the inside of it is two fine large vaulted 
cellars ; it is often taken for an ice»nouse, and 
strangers repeatedly ask if it is not used for that 
purpose, but it is only used as a cellar. 

The Rev. Ralph And Ebenezer Erskines* 
house is near the brew-house, between it and 
the gardener's house — it is near the Tweed. In 
this house those two ornaments of the Church 
were brought up ; only the north and east wall 
are now entire, and the ancient door of it is the 
one strangers are admitted to see the rtfins of 
the Abbey. These two divines were famous for' 
their Sermons and Gospel Sonnets ; they were 
of the Shieldfield family. This house was the 
jointure-bouse of the estate, when the family 
resided in the old Abbey. It appears that the 
Rev. Henry ErsHine, father of those two divines, 
was born and lived in it. In a small paper 
published within the last fen years, to which the 
very respectable name of the Rev. Dr Liogan, 
minister of Chirnside, &c. is attached, we see 
the following notice :^*- 

^^ As the history of the Rev. Henry Erskine 
ia not generally known, the following short ao* 
count may not be unacceptable (and for fuller 
information the reader is referred to Waodrow^s 
History of the Church of Scoihndj »nd Pirf- 
mers Continuation of the Memori^ of Mc 
Lroes of the Non^ Conformists) :— He wtm borh 
in 1624, at Drvburgh, in Berwickshire. Bis 
fether, Mr Ralph Erskine, was descended from 
the noble tanily of Mar, and had thirty»three 
children, of whcon Henry was oneof the younger. 
He was educated at Edinburgh, and having 
gone through bis studies with- reputation, wa# 



liecfHAd to preadi, «ad wu ordained ninsier of 
CornMU. Wfaon he had been ia thst ehwoe 
three years, he was ejected by the aet of nia^ 
foriiii ty — ^Troni that period to the revohitioB he 
svffi^red a continued series of perseeutioni by 
'fines, imprtsonment, and banishment ; and these 
sometimes aggravated, owing to his suffering 
under great bodily disease. To these were 
added the care and management of a large 
fefllily, who were frequently reduced to appalinc 
traits for temporal support. One anecdote 1 
vraust here mention ; when he and his large family 
were ejected fromComhill, in passing by EcelesL 
his wife and two children on one horse, severaL 
ehildren in a c$irt, and himself on foot, going to 
Dryburgh, they came to a green where the 
young men were putting and throwing the bar ; 
one of the youn^ men seeing he was a stout 
bodied man, insisted he should try with him the 
best of three throws, and insisting upon it, he 
offered a bet of twenty shillings sterling. Mr 
Erskine threw first a very short way, the young 
n>en set up a laugh and over shot him-— the se* 
cond time he threw fariher, but the laugh was 
not renewed-*-the third time Mr Erskine threw 
so far thathe beat his adversary— so th.e money and 
the laugh was all on his side. These various 
hardships he bore with meekness and resignation, 
and a holy trust in his God ; and many times 
he was mercifully relieved, when ^^ the barrel 
of meal and the cruse of nil" had almost come 
to their last contents, and seemed to tUiU One 
instance we will mention, l)ciiig on record :.r- 
Qne night when the family had supped, there 
remained neither bread, meal, meat, nor money 
in the house — in the morning, tb^ young children 
cried for breakfast, and the lather tried to divert 
them, and at the same time to encourage his 
wife to depend upon that Providence ^^ which 
ftseds th« }oiing ravens when they cry" — wJule 
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lie was thus engaged^ a oountryman knockea 
hard at the door, and called for some ooeto help 
him off with his load, which was a sack filled 
with butcher's meat and meal-*an occurrence 
which gave Mr Erskine no small encouragement 
to depend on hia bountiful benefactor in future 
etraita. 

^^ Aftep the revolution, he was called .to be 
minister of Chirnside, where he continued to 
labour with zeal and faithfulness till the day q( 
his death, which happened on the 10th of August, 
K96y in the 72d year of his age. Some circum- 
stances connected with his death are worthy of 
being recorded. lie was seized with a^fever 
which carried him off in 14 days. Finding his end^ 
drawing near, he set his house in order; he 
called for his children, of whom six. of ninothei^. 
liviniT were present — with a kind of heavenly 
authority he exhorted them to cleave to the 
Lord with full purpose of heart, declaring that 
the advantages of religion and true holiness in-^. 
finitely outweighed all the hardships and diifi-^ 
culties that could possibly attend it; as a dying, 
man and a dying father, he gave his testimony 
to the goodness of the ways of God, assuring 
them that .as he never had repented^ so more 
especially he did not repent of any sufferings he 
had endured, or he had suffered rn his Masier^s^.- 
service^ He added, 1 know I am going ta. 
heaven, and if you follow my footstep?, you and 
I,. ere long, shall have a joyful meeting there^ 
He then caused them, one after another, from 
the eldest to the youngest present, to kneel 
'down at his bed-side, and takiDg them in his 
arms, he solemnly charged them to serve the 
Ood of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacobs and his own 
God, and to keep his ways, as ever they would 
look him in the face at the great day of the Lord 
—and whereupon, like dying Jacob, he blesred 
them, and committed his wife and them to Ihe 
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care of Divine Providence ; he recommended 
his spirit into the hands of his covenant Gody 
who had cared for him all his life long,"— 
( P aimer y vol. 3. p. 62.) 

Before we mention what we know of his pious 
sons, we will saj how this family is descended 
from the Earls of Mar, Lord Erskine:— John 
Erskine of Balgony was descended of a younger 
son of the Earl of Mar. John Erskine of 
Shieldfield was descended of the family of Bal* 

fony — they also quarter the arms of the Earl of 
^orthesk, and that of Grandmain in England^ 
tmving married into those families ;*-the6e were 
the noble ancestors of the pious Ralph and 
Ebenezer Erskine. 

We now proceed to relate a few particulars of 
Ebenezer Erskine, (M.A.) son of the above 
Rev. Henry Erskine, who was born in the prison 
of the Bass, June 2^, 1680, and in 1701 he took 
the degree of Master of Arts at Edinburgh : — 
In 1703 he was ordained minister of Portmoak, 
in the county of Fife, where he discharged the 

East oral duty with great integrity till 1731, when 
e was chosen one of the ministers of Stirling. 
In April, being chosen Moderator of the 8ynod 
of Perth and Stirling, it was his turn to preach 
at the opening of that Synod at Perth, and in 
his sermon he took occasion to censure some of 
the late proceedings of the Church of Scotland, 
respecting patronage, and this brought on apro« 
secution against him, which was conducted with 
so little judgment or moderation on the p<)rt of 
the prosecutors, as eventually to occasion a 
Schism in the Church of great extent. This was 
usually known by the name of the Recession, and 
its adherents by that of Seceders, now a very 
numerous body in Scotland, who pik^riiiit no 
Church patronage. (See on Account of them 
by John Brown^ Minister of Haddington*) 
Ihe Rev. liheaexer Erskine, however, exper:« 
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tnted hj tliis no fftltinj^ off of bis popularity^ 
being stiU beloved by his hearers, and esteemed 
by his greatest opponents. A meeting-hoase 
was buiU for him at Stirling, where he officiated 
to a numefous congregation, and inhere he died 
June S, 1745. As a gentleman and a scholar 
few equalled him, says his biographer, ahd al<- 
tboug^ but low in circumstaaees^, his charity 
was unbounded. Four volumes of his Sermons 
were printed at Glasgow in 1762, and a^fth at 
Edinburgh in 1T65, under the patronage of the 
then Duchess of Northumberland, in whose 
femily one of his sons resided. (See his Life 
prefixed to the Works of Ralph Erskine^ M.A.y 
This Rev. Ralph Erskine, his brother, was 
born at Monylaws, in Northumberland^ (close 
to Chevy-Chase) the 15th of March, 1685 — was^ 
educated at Edinburgh University, and obtained 
the degree of M.A. in 1704, following close on 
his brother's heels : after which be passed much 
of his time in the joint lire- ho use in Dryburgh, 
and was licensed to preach as a probationer in 
^709. Yet notwithstanding his being very po- 
pular, he did not obtain a settlement in the 
Church until 1711, when he was presented to 
the kirk of Dunfermline, where he continued till 
1734, when joining theSeceders with his brother 
Ebenezer, he was deposed by order of tho-* 
General Assembly. Esteemed and beloved by 
his hearers, they^built a place of worship for 
hitn, and attended his ministry till his death, 
which took place Navember 6, 1752, in the 
68th year of his age. His motljer died at Dry- 
burgh, after being a widow twelve years. Asa 
divine, few men were ever more esteemed than 
the Rev. Ralph Erskine in Scotland. His 
works, in two volumes folio, wer^ published in; 
J764, consisting principally of Sermons, Gospel 
8onnots„and a Paraphrase in Verse of the Song, 
of Solomon. His life is prefixed to his works^ 
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We will here give the late Earl of Buclian's 
descent from the Rea:ent Mar : — 

John, 6th Eiul of Mmr, Regent. 
Son John,7tii £arl of Bier, Lord IVeaittrer of Scotland. 

1» John, 8tb Sari of BCfir; John, Plh Earl of Mar; Cbarlet, 
lOtllBftri ofBdar^ Join, lltb £arlof Mar; ThoMatliord £r* 
tkipo ; J»iDei.£rikine, Lord Jostice Clerk ; Sir Janet JUrtKiD^t 
Knigfat Marshal ; John Franoii 12th Karl of Mar ; John Thonai, 
ISlh Earl of Mar. 

3. Jameiy Earl of Buchan ; Jamei, Earf of Buehan ; WilUaiB» 
Earl of Bachan, (died piitoner in Biacknees Caitlet having fought 
against Wilfiam m.) v • 

3. Henn, Lord Cardross; David, Lord Cardroks ; David, Lord 
Cardross; (David, Lord Cardioss, succeeded bis cousin in the 
Earldom of Bac)^n, and wab Master of the Mint;) Heniy David, 
Earl of Bttcban; David Scuart Erskine, late Eerl of ,Bucban. 
J%e i^oungfit brother of the late Karl of Bu€kan, twM iMrd 
Knkme, Lord High Chanceilor of England; hu wm is David, 
Lord £rtkinSf Ambauador at the Court of Bavaria, 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

THE FAMILY HOUSJB OF THE ERSKINES OJt^ 
SHIELDFtELD, CALLED PRTBURGH PRIORT^ 

Ye focmen, e'tr you storm thit'aBcieiit peel. 
Their moiio u^e,— 'femviuhttr 'U«. *•. Think Weci:^ 

Hilton HtuL. 



I. HE mansion of Charles Riddeli, K$:q. Ory- 
burg^b, formerly belonged to the Erskines of 
Shieldfield, The spot it is built on is desig- 
nated in the marriajre contract between Ralph 
(sometimes called Alexander) Erskineand Eliza- 
beth Halit)urton, the daumhter of Waiter Hali- 
burton, and Elizabeth Siuart (the Abbot James 
Stuart's daughter) as we said above^ is design 
nated in the Memorials of the II aUburtons^^ 
^^ A piece of waste land l>itig on the west side 
of the mantle wall/' (which wall is still stand- 
ing, and is well mantled with ivy. In one part 
of it is built a monument of what the country 
people call the Nun ; it has tliis inscription :— 

t Eloise Therese. 

The author has often taken the ivv off it.) 
^^ Also four acres of feu farm land, in the town- 
ship of Dryburgh, with one acre called the 
Cross Acre, (the cross of the town stood at the 
gate leading to this house) Haig^s Land, &c.'' 

On this piece of land the Shieldfield Erskine 
house is built, at the west end of the mantle 
wall, and was possessed by that family of Erskine 
from the time of their marriage in 1559, till 
1793, a space of ^c>4 years. When I first saw 
it in 1781, it was a very old-fashioned house, 
with an ancient tower at the east end of it, and 
looked as if it had been built 93^ years ; it bad. 
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an old-fashioned turnpike stair ; the house was 
hung with ancient tapestry, and had very small 
wiodous. There was an addition to the west 
end of itf but ii also had a great cast of an- 
tiquity, having small windows, high peaked 
gaoles, with pigeon or en w ste{ s. When the 
tower was pulled down, it was so solidly built 
(its walls being ten feet thick) that when blasted 
with gunpowder it came down in masses almost 
entire ; the rest of the houhe has been gutted 
and modernized. W^e believe it is the place 
alludeii to in (he beam if ul ballad the Eve of 
Si John ^'^ The Nun of Dryburgh Tower." 
The old-fashioned garden with holly hedges is 
still in being, and a very ancient cork-screw 
sun-dial. In front of the mantle wall there is 
a very fine plane-tree to the east of the house, 
which it screens from the eastern blasts as doet 
a very large spreading beech from the west, the 
umbrageous shade of which covers a great ex* 
tent of ground. There is a young yellow horse 
chesnut near the hou^e, in front; it was wan* 
tonly broke by some mischievious boys a few 
yearis ago, but is kiow recovering its beauty* 

Opposite Dryburgh, on the s6uth ^ide Of the 
river Tweed, is an extraordinary rock called by 
the people the Hare Craig, — properly the Saxon 
word Herr, or Lord's Craig, from being appro- 
priated to holy purposes ; for in this craiff there 
are still to be seen the remains of two nermi* 
tages, which were occupied by reclused from 
Dryburgh Abbey— but the roofs of those places 
the soidisant reformers threw down and muti- 
lated with Gothic barbarity — these were called 
the Holy Men's Hermi'ages, contracted into the 
Holmes. This property D. S., Earl of Buchan, 
purchased from Mr hummervilje, now a judge 
in America, near New York. 

From the top of this rock, Dr Stoddard and 
Claude Nattes, E^q. in their tpur through Scot* 
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land in 1799, entitled •* Stoddard's Local 
Scenerjf^^' observe — " that the finest view of 
Drybtirgh is fronj the houeo of Holmes Hill/' 
$nd the walks on the banks on that side oF the 
river are uncommonly beautiful) from having 
Dryburgh in the fore-ground — in the distance 
Bemersyde Hill, Gledswood, with a distant 
view of Cowdenknows, at the foot of which 
i^tandR the house of Cowdenknows (Dr James 
Home's), in which Queen Mary of Scots re- 
sided ; and also at. some distance the Tower of 
Thomas the Uymer. 

There is another fine view from the house 
'if Holmes Hill, towards Smailholm Crags ; 
Smailholni Tower isdiscernable, though itstands 
on the opposite side of the crag — ^Eeing very 
high, the top of it is seen over the rock. The 
reader will perhaps permit me to say a few 
words about this Tower, which is two miles 
from Oryburgh, as it was very useful in ancient 
times, oir W. S. assigns this Tower as the 
scene of his poetical ballad or legend of die 
Eve of Si John^ It is situated on the nprtbern 
boundary of Roxburghshire, amongst a cluster 
of wild rocks, with seven peaks, the property of 
Hugh Scott, Esq. of Harden. The Tower is a 
hi^h square building, surrounded by a wall now 
ruinous, which incloses an outer court, occupy* 
ing the summit of a considerable elevation. 
This building has one crag near it higher than 
the rest, called the watch-fold, which was the 
station of a beacon in the times of border war- 
fare with England ; without this Tower is a 
small^ruined chapel. The circuit of the outer 
court being defended on two sides by a morass, 
and on the third by a precipice, is accessible 
only by the west by a steep and rocky path. 
The apartments, as was usual in a border k^ep, 
are placed one above the other, and communi- 
cate by a narrow stairj one step of which oniv 



9S 

is 'wanting ; on the roof there are two bartizans 
for defence or pleasure. The inner door of the 
Tower is wood, the outer an iron gate — but 
which has lately been taken away— the distance 
between them having been nine feet, the thick* 
ness of the wall. This building forms an exact 
and cQrious specimen of an ancient border keep^ 
exhibiting the barmit/n or outer fortification, 
within wnich the catue of the neighbourhood 
was driven upon any sndden alarm ; and a 
strong Tower within that interior defence, fbr 
the residence of the proprietor and his family.* 

Smailholtn Tower corresponds exactly in di- 
mensions with the very ancient Baronial Castle 
orTower of Bemersyde, and being within view, 
communicated with each other by signal in times 
of invasion. The Tower of Bemersyde, more 
fortunate than that of Smailholm, is still inha* 
bited, and forms the country seat of the very 
ancient family of the Haigs of Bemersyde, whose 
long residence upon the same spot, and trans* 
ference of the same estate from father to son, 
through a series of generations, afford an in- 
stance of permanency very rare upon the borders. 

The style of acchitecture and defence em*, 
ployed in both those peel houses, is that pointed 
out by 'an act of the Scottish Parliament in 
1535, when, among other preparations for de- 
fending his kingdom, the policy of James V, 
was desirous to increase the strong holds upon 
the borders, by compeiling every proprietor of 
a hundred pound land of valuation to construct 
such a fortress as might be a place of refuge to 
his neighbours in case of invasion — and it gives 
a precise idea what in the opinion of the legis- 
lature the hou^e of a border baron of conse- 
qqence ought to be. The act is called an act 

e A poor boy wm kiHed here io 1S26, cBtching rabbiu, by 
a rock falUog oh bis bead. 
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^^FFOR Bi-GGING 8TIIENTHI8 UPON TUH BOR* 
DOVRS/* 

The former proprietors of Smailholm Crags 
and Tower, were the Pringles of Whitebank 
and Galashiek* Sir James Pringle, the last 
who retained the designation of Galashiels^ 
about the yea^ 1635, settled that estate upon hia 
son-in-law Hugh Scott, the first of the family 
of Gala. After having giVen up the estate to * 
his son-in-law, Sir James retired to his old 
Tower of Smailholm, and thenceforward as* 
sumed that title — he settled it upon his son John, 
and died at Newcastle in 164:1. John Pringle 
was served heh* on a brief of Chancery, as ap- 
pears from a return date J in the sain<* year, in 
the charter chest of Alexander Prinsfle^ Esq. of 
Whitebank, the representative of Sir James in 
the male line of descent. John Pringle did not 
Ion": survive his father, but before his death he 
sold Smailholm Crags to Sir William Scott of 
Harden, to whose estate of Mertoun it lay 
adjacent, and now belongs. 

The Haliburtons sold the estate of Mertoun 
to the Hetlies;* and the Iletlies sold it to the , 
present family of Scott of Harden. 

Some have supposed that this is the Avenell 
Castle ot the Monastery, from the situation of 
the Tower (almost surrounded by water) resem- 
bling it so much, and Gilbert de Avenell being 
mentioned in the Me mortals of the Ilalihurtonrj 

{)• 11 and 13, in allusion to the lands of Mel- 
erstone Mole and Kelso, anno 1270 — but \\\ 
this I may be mistaken. 

From the time the Tower of Smailholm was 
sold by the son of Sir James Pringle, it was 
abandoned to decay. There is, however, a tra- 
dition that an old lady resided in it about the 
1700 ; but the flooring, joisting, (beams), &c. 
now totally destroyed, were'ent ire in the inemory 

• Of HurdUw. 
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of man. SonAe few vague traditiond preserve 
the recollection of a siege by the English)* and 
the place of a well is pointed out at the foot of 
the crag, and called tne siUer votU^ that is the 
silver well, because the plate of the family of 
Pringle is said to have been thrown into it. A 
ridiculous old story is told of a human skull ia 
this castle, possessed of such extraordinary 
power of self motion, that if carried to any dis» 
tance it would be found next morning in its 
usual repository. 

This Tower is seen from the three entrane^a 
into Scotland ; and whenever an inroad was 
made by either, it was signalled to by 6 re from 
Growdilands, or Minto Towers^ on the west^ or 
from border towers on the Wooler side from 
the east, when it repeated the signal to Bemer* 
syde, which again repeated it to Liammermoor* 
Law and Soutra Hospitalt, and thence to 
Edinburgh Castle. It was the usage in those 
days, whenever a signal was given by fire,tosend 
a warder on horseback to the next fire station, to 
give information of the strength of the force 
entering the country ; and they again forwarded . 
a man on horseback as soon as the former ar- 
rived ; — the same thing is done during the pre* 
sent day in a much more expeditious manner in 
the telegraphic way — but more of this Tower 
hereafter. 

To return,— we have made a long digression* 
At the old Holmes, which stands by the-side of 
the post road, or turnpike, from Edinburgh to 
London, by Jedburgh and Carterfell, there in 
an old sun-jjial, with the letters J. L. 1711, up* 
on it — for John Laidlaw:^, who was one of the 
former proprietors, and left it to his daughter, 

« r 

* Bjr Olirer Cromwell the regicide» when he battered greatftt 

part of Hume Castl«, three miles off. 

f Or Hottelry, where the Monks half-way house was. 

• i Corraptied from JLudlow. 
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torking her an heiress. She married Mr Sum* 
merrine, whotie son sold the property to the 
late Earl of Bnchan, and it now belongs to bis 
son, Sir David Erskine of D^ybnrffh. Mr 
Santw^rville went to America, where heisnofr 
a judge near New York; his Armer's son fol- 
lowed him, that in the son of ofd Gideon Scoft, 
but he never wa9 heilrd of afterwards^t is noir 
rented by Mr John Miller, from Palmertdn, 
BasI Lothian. 

There is a very fine spring on the bonndarv 
of the lands of Holmes and Hawke^ly, whtcn 
formerly supplied the Abbey of Dryburgh with 
water, as the lead pipes have been fonnd whtefi 
conveyed the water across the Tweed, and parte- 
of them are on both sides of the river. Close 
to this spring there aire some fine willow trees ; 
tfaev are the largest trees on the lands of the 
Holmes. This property joins St. BoswelPs 
Green, where the largest fair in Scotland is held 
on the ISthof Jnly. 

As we have often had occasion to mention the 
family of the Haijgs of Bemersytle, we willgive 
a^ concise an account of them as we can* They 
are of great antiquity, and in ancient records 
the name is written De Haga, and they are sup- 
posed to be ancient Britons; 

Petpus de Haga, proprietor of Bemersyde,' 
flourished in the reign of Malcolm IV. and 
William the Lion, M6S, and died in I2l4, 
about the tiiire of the consecration of the Clois- 
ters of Dryburffh. 

In the donation of Richard de Morville, Con* 
stsLble of Scotland, of St Leonard's Chapel to 
the Abbey of Dryburgh, this Petrus de Haga, 
Armiger^ is a witness, 1188. He is afterwards 
callea Patricius Odel de. Haga, as a witness to 
a charter of; confirhiation by Richard die Mor- 
ville, of the lands of CarCr^et.to $lr Hexii^ Sin- 
clair, 1 188. (Sec the Chariularyof Drvburgh.) 



i 
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In Uie Adrocate^s Liibrary, Edrnbiiirgb, is ihm 
Chartulary of Kelso^ in which there is tn tail* 
cable composition between the Abbot and Coik« 
vent of Kelso, and William de Veleri Pmit^ 
and the witnesses are, William de Gallowatt 
Allan de Tbirlstone, Richard Nano, Allano de 
Claphanf Vice*comtto de Lauder Willhrinto^ 
son ef Rogeri— »PatPo de Uaaa^ dated in 1809* 
The second charter is granted by Allan, son of 
Roland of Galloway, Constable of Scotland ; 
the witnesses besides the churchmen are, Tfao* 
mas Colville, ai«d the above Peter Haig ; and 
in the thiird charter by Allan ef Galloway, Peter 
Ba^ is a witness. They are without date, and 
were gnmted almut tlie end of the reiga of 
Alexatid^ IL or beginning of Alexander IIL 
Thomas the Ryner is a witness to a doiiatimi 
to the Abbey of Melroee, of ten salotonds and 
half a stone df wax, by Peter Haig (annually) $ it 
is thefe said his name was Thomas Learmbntliof 
Garlstoun ; on account of his learning, he foreiokl 
the death of Alexander III., which took place 
according^ to his prophecy. In the Ragman's 
Heily Hatg of Bemersyde is one of the Baroils 
who soibmitted to Edward I. of England. 

TUaP^er de Haga, in 1288, foi' the blessing 
of his soul and that of his wife, made a donation 
to. tlie Abbey of Dryburgh, which was confirmed 
by Gregory IX., and, bein? a brave man, he 
wait appointed with Allan Devedent by Alex* 
ander II. td apprehend John de Bigsel, vrho 
had burned the house of the Earl of Athol at 
Ilikldingtolt^ when the Noble Lord was in it,-<^a 
shameful act, which took place iit £24^. 

He had a burying- place allotted to him near 
the hAgh akar of the C|ri^|*sqb of Drybargb, and 
which iff enj[oyed by hie'M^ftfHty to the present 
d^y. By bis wife Adds ielitil tbred daiughters. 
The first married to l^Uls^ Brotberston ; Uie 

F 
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second to Thomas Coss de Wynne ; atid the 
tMrd to Adam de Faunes« 

•His second son by his second marriage with 
IVfademoiselle de Bello Campo (Acilles de 
Haig), assisted in setting Alexander III. at 
liberty, when confined in the Castle of Stirling 
by Comin Earl of Biichan, and other factious 
nobleitten, in 1255. He was also at the battle 
of Largs, in 1263. 

:John, the third Baron of Bemersyde, con* 
firmed his father^s donation to the Abbey of 
Dryburgh in the reign of Alexander 111. This 
John was one of 4 he Scots Barons who was 
compelled to swear fealty to Edward I. pf Eng- 
land, when he over-ran Scotland (surnamed 
Ldngshahks) in 1S96— yet he took the first op- 
portunity to join Sir William Wallace in defence 
of the liberties of his country, and was with him 
at the battle of Stirling, in 1297. He married 
a daughter of Sir Thomas de Gordon, of the 
Grordon and Huntley family in this county, and 
he died in 1300. 

Peter, the fourth Baron of Bemersyde, wa« 
a steady friend of King Robert the Bruce, and 
fought under his banner at the battle of Ban* 
nocklsurn, in 1314, where he slew with his own 
hand more than one Englishman of Edward ll.'s 
army*. He married a daughter of Allan Purvis, 



il^, Edward II. kept up the same ciaim upon Scotland his father 
had set up, and resolved to mako a great attempt to establish it. 
In springU814, he assembled the most DUroerous army ever rais^'d 
against the Scots, at Korhatn Castle, and crossed the borders nith 
100,000 men, at the h^ad of whom he marched northward*. 
Kobert the Bruce raised an army of S0,000 men to oppose him. 
having been crowned King of Scotland in 1S06; this was a small 
armV, but the men were veterans in warfare. With thene De 
Bruce took op his station near Stirling, and waited Edward^s ar- 
rival. The two armies came in si^ht of each other in June, and 
soon after a bloody battle was fought, in which the Scots obtained 
a victorythe most celebrated in their history. The Scots array 
was potted near the village of S^ Ninian's\f and Robert tJ^Brvce^s 

i From thif place many of the Bruces are called St. Ninian Bruce. 
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of TIftrlstone Castle, near Lauder, and had by 
faer two sons — John, his heir, and Henry, who 
is a witness to a donation of Sir William Aber* 
nethy's of Saltoun, to the Abbey of Drybiirgh, 
in 1368. This Peter, the fonrth Baron, was 
killed at the battle of Halidon Hill, in 1333, 
and was succeeded by his son 

John, the fifth Baron de Hag^a. He was a wit* 
ness to a charter of a gift of the lands of Snaw* 
down, given to the Monks of Dryburgh by Sir 
John Maitland of ThirUtone, in the year of 
Grace, 1380. He married a daughter of this 
Sir John Maitland, ancestor of the Earls of 
Lauderdale, by whom he had two sons, Andrew 

Standard was placed in a stone sunk in the earth, with a round 
hole in it, about three inches deep, upon the sommit of Brockbrae, 
having got. that name from the stench of dead bodies after th« 
battle — Bruce*s tent was also here — this stone \t well known now 
t>jr the name of the Bore Stone ; the Bannockburn ran between 
the two camps. The Scottish army was drawn up in three diTi^ 
sions ; the right was commanded by £dward Brace, the King^i 
brother; the left by Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray; and 
King Robert II. comniahded the centre ; and a small fourth 
division was commanded by theXiord High Steward and Sir Jamea 
Donglas, both of whom bad been knighted that morning by their 
Sovereign. ' The English began the action by a charge made upon 
Randolph — a large body of cavalry advanced to attack him in 
ft ont, while another attempted to take him in the rear; many of 
their horses were killed by coming apon sharp irons, the Earl of 
Murray bad concealed in pits, and could not disentangle thehi- 
selves ; Randolph immediately charged them with vigour, and 
gave a total route to their right wing. While these transactions 
were going.on, the battle was spreading along the front, and it was 
fought with vigour upoii both sides. An attack was made upon 
the King by an English Knight ycleped Bohun, but missing his 
blow, the King killed him with his battte-axe. This was a sort 
of signal for the charge— and this heroic achievement performed 
by Da Bruce before their eyes, raised their spirits to the highest 
pitch — their* courage was too warm to sufifor rektraint — they 
rushed furiously on the English, who gave* Iheni a warm re« 
ceptien, and they almost tbonp^ht they had got the bull by the 
horns. The at-dour of the King's division having carried them 
too far, occasioned their being sorely galled by a large body of the 
English archers, who charged them in the flank, hut those were 
sOon rotUcd byXdward Bruce, who attacked them in \ht rear with 
Selkirk spearmen. King Robert, however, soon stood in need of 
the tame relief he had given to others, and he would have been 



mkd WilliaiD* He was killed al aa advanced 
fge at the battle oC Olterburn^ or ChevvjChaae^ 
6gbtkig gallantlj^ against the enemy of his couiw 
tnu in IbSSf and was succeeded by his son^ 

Sir Andrew tiaig, sixth Baron of Bemersyde^ 
who had the honour of bein^ knighted by King: 
Robert 111., and was witness in a charter of a 
gift to the Monastery of Dunfermline^ in 1400, 
and died in the reign of King James 1. of Scot- 
land, leaving his son, 

Jolm Haig, seventh Baron of Bemersyde, who 
married a daujghter of Lord Yester, by whom he 
had Gilbert his heir, and two other sons, David 
Und John. It seems that this seventh Baron had 
committed some trespass, as well as his sons, 
upon the lands, servants, and cattle of Redpathi 

cjf erpowered bad not Randolph niarcliad to 1ii« aiaistaoee. Hie 
IpktUa wai now at its hottest, and it was yet uncortain hoir \h€ 
4aj sbottid i^o-^tba Bnglish slill continuod to charge with uncom* 
nnoaTi^our ; the Scott receWed them with an inflexible intrepiifi^ty, 
and fought. every one ai if victory had depended on. hit single airait 
AU the tervants aad foltowcft of the Scott army drew thcnuelTet 
up on a hill, and ap^ared with hannert and white thtett at a new 
anuy come np, and setting up a war cry advanced towards tbe 
combatants— the £ngti>h perceiving this supposed new army, were 
MBized with dismay, that they began to ran ojfr in great confotion 
.«.<Buebanantays Cdvrard U« was the Stst to fly, bat other bistoiiaiu 
•optradict this — a fa(e Buchanan often meets with — the Scots 
Mnoedf and great was the slaughter among the southerns. There 
is a place called still the Fighting Field, where a party of 
Xnallth made a stand, but after a dreadful tfaughter among them, 
tney were forced to torn their backs and run fur it. The ISarl of 
Gloucester, at the head of his military tenants, attempted to renew 
the battle, and after having done ** great deedi of death'* upon the 
Caledonians, he was wifh the most of hit bcave Gloucetteronians 
dit to pieces* la ffne, much valour was shewn on both sides, tad 
this victory brought the greatest honour to Che ScotSt at it was 
obtained over a regular and well ordiered afoiy, who fouglit both 
vritb valour and sfciH. According to the common account, the 
aubots only lost 4000 men. while the Boglish btt about 8G,jQ00; 
^IDongtt whom were 700 noblemen^ knighlt, and* gientlemen, 
betides the Eart of Glouoester, one of their GeneraTt, whose de^fd 
body was, by Robert's order, carried to the Church ofSt. Niaiau% 
where it lay, till with the l..ord Clifford it %vas sent to JCdward tu 
bf interred in England. The number of prisoners was great, 
among whou) was the £arl of Hereford, who was exchanged for 
ltubcrt*t Queen and daughter. 
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belong! og to ihe Abbey of Melrose, foi' wbieli 
they were cited to appear before the Ecclesias- 
tical Court, but they disdaining or neglecting to 
appear, were condemned and excommtinicated 
on Palm Sunday, 1482, but being compromised, 
the excommunication was taken offl This 
seventh Baron John died in the reign of James 
II. and was succeeded by his eldest son, 

Gilbert, eijriith Baron Haig, who married the 
daughter of Dayid M^Dougal of Makerston, by 
whom he had a son, James, called after the 
Kin£c« Thiseiffhth Baron Gilbert went in the 
train of Hugh l^arl of Ormond, brother of the 
Donglns^ Earl of Douglas and Wigton, to fighl 
against Magnus with the red main at Sark, 
where the Scots army gained a complete victory 
over the English, in i J49, and took Lord Percy^ 
and the Earl of Huntingdon, of the Sherwood 
foresters, prisoners, and killed Magnus with the 
red main* He seems to have sided with the 
Douglasses, as he assisted the Earl of Angus in 
supporting the cause of James Earl of Douglas, 
In l45S. He was succeeded by his son, 

James Haig:, ninth Baron of Bemersyde, a 
constant (tienil of King James III. After the 
death of that unfortunate and ill-fated King, he 
waa obliged to abscond and conceal himself but 
bis relaiionfi soon made peace for him with Jamee 
IV., but he was obliged to resign his estate tO: 
hU Bon William, in 1489^ and the procurator^ 
were AlexandejT Home, Cbambertain of Seot«>^ 
kind, &c. He married Margaret Scott, daugbtec 
of the Laird of Branxholme-Hall, ancestor of 
Ihe Duk9s of Buccleuch,. He married a second 
wife, the daAig^ter of Lord ScimmerviUe, by 
whom be had a son, William, and a daughter, 
Elizabeth — and.be got a charter of the lands or 
HaU*Banlc, in 1499, and was succeeded by hit 
£OQ, ^still Mnfirming the Rymer's prophecy) 

\ViIliam Hai^, tejr^tlt Bl«»^ t^ 
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father ^8 resignation of his estate got a charter 
for it under the great seal, to which David Duke 
of Montrose and the Earl of Lindsay were wit* 
nessesy February 14, 14S9. He married a 
daughter of Sir Mungo Hume of Cowdenkttows 
(the ancestor of the Earls of Hume), by whom 
he had Robert, his heir. He always adhered to, 
James IV. even in his father's (James 111.) life-r 
time, bv which means be got the estate long 
before he otherwise would have had it, and he 
marked his strong attachment to him by going 
to the battle of Flodden Field, and was kilted 
near his Sovereign, when he lost his life in the., 
most sanguinary of all border battles, in i5i^^. 
His son succeeded him*. 

Robert, eleventh Baion of Bemersyde, suc- 
ceeded to his father when he was killed at the 
battle on Flodden Field. He had a considerable 
^'ommand in the army of the Earl of Arran, 
Governor of Scotland during thfi minority of 
Mary Queen of Scots. They engaged the Eng- 
lish near the town of Ancrum, on Ancrum Moor, 
in Roxburghshire,, about three miles from Be« 
mersyde, where they beat the English in 1544: ; 
and this brave Baron Robert Haig took Lord 

* The tuccess wTiieh hni atltnde^ the firms of Heniy VIH. im 
the north, elated his youthful mind. Th6 King of Scotland had 
called out the whole force of his kingdom, and having passed tb« 
Tweed with a brave, thoogfa tumultuous, army of BOfiOO, he took 
the Castles of Nocham, £tal, Wark, and Ford. The L^dy Heron 
of Ford Castle, and her daughter, two females of great personal 
obarms, vere taken in the Castle, and presented to James, and so 
gained on the affections of that Prince, that he wasted hi pleasure 
the Taluable time which during the absence of his enemy be ought 
io'haTe employed in pushing forward his conquests. The country 
was unproduetiTe and soMi eat up, aad his treeps began to feel the 
want of provisions; and as the authority of the Prince was no4 
great, and military discipline extremely relaxed, many of his men 
had deserted his standard, and re^rossed the Tweed* Meanwhile, 
th^ Earl of Surrey marched from Berwick with a foirce of 26,000 
men (of which there were £060 tiained soldiers from France), and 
eocamped at fiarmoor Castle, the Scots being then on the top of 
Flodden Hill, and Mill&eld Plain and khe river Xill being between 





Bvr^ of Corbridge prisoner. Of this battlb we- 
will say a fe%v words: — while the furious and 
bi^otted Cardinal Beaton was persecuting the 
reformed, by the consent of. the Regefit, with 
relentless rancour, the subjects of tienry were 
ravaf^^ing Scotland; they bad burnt Leith and 
Edinburgh, and laid waste the wh<^e country 
round — that blood-thirstj man (C. Beaton) who 
had the sole ascendant > over the Regent, not 
permitting him to enter on vigorous measures for 
repelling the English in the south. It is uncer- 
tain what the events might have been, had not 
the Earl of Angus-been roused by the progress 
of the enemy — he repaired to the Regent, and 
kid before him the dasgerof the country, anki 

the two anniet. Xiord Sorrty lent a berald to tlie KJng of Scot^ 
land, challenging them to tli€ martial field oa Millficld Plain, (a 
meiifture wliich vroold have been very foolish in the Scott), and to 

, api^int a day for combat ; 'bol Lord Surrey having received an 
evasive answer, he made a jfi?«n^ of marching towards Scotland, ag 
if be intended to enter the, country to lay waste the borders, and. to 
aMt off the supply of provisions from the Scots King's army. King . 
jjiroes |V« aad his army, in order to prevent this*. ve*y unwisely 

. 49&cfQdtrd.|rom the hill coantry and sel fire to tlieir hutted caoAp* 
X4prd Surrey, tak^g advant^fie of the deqse smoke from the huts 
and thsKteh, which was blown towards, iiim, changed his route of 
mArph and pA«se4 the Till riprer by the bridge, between Twizel 
(-.affile and Tiloiouth .village, with his .artillery, and sent the re»t 
oC hia.army to a ford^Ht For4» facthex.up the river*; while thus 
divided Juuies w^s advised to attack them, but this he neglected^ 
nM^l^ing UKe of the unaccountable expression, .** that he wished to 
see his-^nt ire enemy before him," an idea which never entered the 

.bead of,«n);. General but himself An engagement was now becqme 
inevUable .between the afnues, and both sides prepared Jor it with 
\ranquillityancl order. The £ngli»h divided their armyintatwo lines 
-^Ijord Howard led t he main body of the first line. Sir £d ward Howaiid 
the right, Sir Marmaduke the left-— the £arl of Surr«)&iCommanded 
the main body of the second line, Lord Dacre the right lying of it, 
and 3ir Edward Stanley the left. The Scots front presented three 
divisions to the enemy — ^the centre was commanded by King 
James IV. in person, the right by the £ail of Huntley, assisted by 
the £arl of Hume, and the left by the £arl of Argyle, assisted by 
^tl^.£i»rl of Lennox— -a fourth division under the Carl-pf Bothwell 
composed a corps of reserve. Xiord Huntlfy bravely coomenQfid. 

■* Uk, ti:ain of artille^ passed the riier at ]rord«. 
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'. vpbriiied bim Ibr/being mh\^ by tbe Clardioal 
0sd Cltrgy* His i«proache9 had the desired 
effectr^tm £«rl and |the B^gest sel out for the 
aiMth with only 300 horse, bui the nei^hbooring 
bfurone and gentrjr were Btmunofied to join them, 
with all the force they could raise, in the be- 
giimiog of the year 1545. The Regent and 
Angus having tdvaoced with a few followers to 
Melrose— the English who lay at Jedborgh, 
coromanded bjr Ralph Ijsfd Evres, and Sir 
Bryan Leyton, made a laotioa te surprise thfia, 
upon which the R^^geitt retired to a place called 
the Bbields, on Gala Water, by the advice of 
the Earl of Angus, and sent intelligence te the 
troops who were advaocipg to join him there, 
and to meet him with all expedition. The 

ihc «eUoB, and after a tliort eonf irt fnvi Sir M armaduke and die 
laft wing te the rotilc and followed tlieiii too far,— on returning 
from the puMuit, lie feoiid tbe wMt* Soolcb arniy in great ditoidcr. 
Tlie diW«ions iindir X^snoi^and Arg^te^ efated mhh tlic socceta 
' of thA other v«riig, had broket^ thefr rankn, and, notwithxtftdding 
the renion«traticet and entrcttiict of the Marqait de laMotte, the 
- Freneh amtiattador, bad ru«h«d headlong vpon tbeenenj* K«t 
only Sir Edward Howard, at the head of bfs ditision, received 
them with great valour, but Lord Daere, wlio comoMUided in the 
•eeond line, wheeled about during the action^ fell on their rear, 
«nd put them to the iword without rttistanee^-the divisions under 
tbe King, and that tinder BothweU, animated by the vah^ur of 
' their leadem, still' made head against the CngU«h, and throwing 
themselves into a cirele protracted the action till night parted 
the eombatants«-.(tie victory aeemcd yet uncertain, and the nmnbet 
which fell on each side were nearly equat, amounting (o abot« 
SOOO men — tMit the morning evidently disco'vered where the advai|« 
tage ky<— the £ngHsh had only lost persons of small note, but the 
tower of the Scots nobility had fallen in the battle ; and the King 
Mmsdf, after the striotest inquiry, could no where be found«^in 
learehing the ield a deed body, which the King's servants said 
was his, was found by the English and sent to I^ndon and in- 
' tarred «t Sheen. Various were the opinions of the Scots co|h 
eemiig his fatc^— « body was found in Roxburgh Castle, witli an 
iron hoop round the waist, a penance iinposed on hlOBtscK (9f the 
death of hfs fatlier*^ethers say be crossed the'Tw^ed at KeUO| 
nad went to Hume, and was there killed by the vassals of I«ord 
H n w e,— hut the matt general opinion is, thiat he was killed with 
m hedge knife in endeavouring to penetralt to the £arl of Percy, 
who fiid g jptfd ff Jied«» hill «cp. 
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Snglish finding Melrose abandoned, plundered* 
and burnt it, and were returning towards Jed* 
bur^h, when, passing LesMidden, they heard the 
bells of Drj'burgh ringing a merry peal on dc^ 
count of their retreat, when Lord Evres sent a 
party to burn it also. At this time the Scots 
were joined by the famous Norman Lbslib^ 
eldest son of Lord Rothes, and a gallant com- 
pany of Fifeshire gentlemen, all of them friends 
of the reformation, and enemies to the Cardinal* 
The whole body under the' Regent exceeded 
1700 men. The ^English were no ways alarmed. 
The Scbts gave the watch-word, •* Remember 
Broomhouse," because the English had burnt il 
and the old Lady Broomhouse and her female 
servants in their beds ; she was the motheyr of a 
man of rank of the name of Ker. The Englisb 
advanced ugaiu from Jedburgh, and thought to 
t&ke (be small Scots army prisoners, but met with 
a defile in their way whicn cost them some time 
to pass. Meantime Scott of Buccleuch arrived, 
at)d informed the Regent that his clan were on 
the march, and though the whole was far inferior 
to the English, yet he would return and draw 
them up in a place where they would not be dis^ 
covered by the enemy, who by the Regent's 
retreat mi^ht be drawn into an ambuscade. The- 
Earl of Angus approving this disposition, the 
Recent began to retire with some apparent con- 
fdsion, and the English, to the number of 5000, 
advanced to secure their prey, with the greatest 
precipitation* The Scots continued retreating, 
till the English, harassed and out of breath by 
ascending the steep, now called Lilliard*s-Edge 
^ continuation' of the bill called Lilliards-Lea, 
corrupted by. the modern Goths to Lilliesleaf), 
fell into the ambush, and were totally defeated. 
Lord Cvres de Corbridge was wounded and 
taken to Bemersyde^ where he died next day, and 
monument is still in Melrose Abbey — ^^Praj 
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for the soul of Lord Evres de Gorbridge,'* Lord 
Ogle and Sir Bryan Leyton were also killed and 
interred at Melrose; several gentlemen of dis- 
tinction, and about 500 private troopers, were 
killed on the spot. The Regent complimented 
the Earl of Angus and his brother George for 
their gallant behaviour — the brave Buccleucb, 
to whom the fortune of the day was chiefly owing, 
had a share of the public thanks, as bad the 
Master of Rothes and Lochleven— »but the 
eleventh Baron of Bemersyde, Robert Haig, had 
more than thanks, for the Regent on the spot 
granted him a discharge for all the duties due. by 
nis family to the Crown ; and he with the rest of 
the army marched to Jedburgh, and suppc^d on 
the provisions which bad been cooked for Lord 
Evres and Sir Bryan Leyton's army. But his 
military duly was not thus over— for the Earl of 
Hertford, who was again intrusted with the com- 
mand of an army in the north, entered Scotland 
in the beginning of September, with 12,000 men, 
among which were many foreign trained troops, 
lie marched up from. Coldstream, through Ber. 
wickshire and Roxburghshire, and ravaged and 
burnt the whole country in revenge on his.way. 
Tfhe Abbeys of Kelso, Dryburgh, Melrose, and 
Jedburgh, places no longer sacred to.the Eaglish 
of the reformed persuasion, shared the general 
calamity ; nor did the Scots attempt any v^hei^e 
to make opposition, except at Kelso, which waa 
defended for a while by 300 men, but those were . 
suon killed or made prisoners by the assailants, 
and on that account ihere isless of the Abbey of 
Kelso remaining than of the other Abbeys, as 
the English vented their fury on that beautiful 
biiilding, when they had killed the brave men , 
who defended it — and those who made the attack, 
were foreign mercenaries in English pay. After 
those distressing troubles were over, Robert 
H^ig). the eltxenth Baron, married a.ncighboiix 
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ef his own, a daughter of James Spottiswoode of 
SpottiBwoode, Esq. by whom be had a son, 
^ Andrew, twelfth liaron of Bemersyde, who 
got a charter of confirmation under the great 
seal, of bt» own lands of Bemersvde, in the rice 
county of Berwick, June 3, t554. He married 
Janet, daughter of N^sbet of Nisbet, on Teviot- 
Water; secondly, Susan, the daughter of Rentoii 
of liambertoa;- and thirdly, Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Wtlliam M^Dou^al of M akerstoun, 
by whom he had two sons, Robert and John. 
John,* the second son, got a charter under the 
great seal of the lands aud houses of Crofts, near 
the church of Lessudden,in the parish of St. Bos- 
wells, in Roxburghshire, dated 16th February, 
1585: Andrew Haigof Bemersyde died in 1581, 
aud was succeeded by his eldest son, " 

Robert liaig, thirteenth Baron of Bemersyde, 
who married a daughter of George Ker of ^ad* 
donside, descended from the Kers, Earls of Rox- 
burgh ; James, bis heir, and William, Solicitor- 
General to King James Yi. of Scotland.— 
Margarei, his daughter, married Thomas Hali- 
hurton. of Newmains and Dryburgh. . He was 
succeeded by his eldest son, 

John, fourteenth Baron of Bemersyde. Ik 
married the daughter of William M^Dougal of 
Toddrig ; she nursed the Princess Elizabeth, 
daughter of King James Yl. who afterwards 
married the Elector Palatine, King of Bohemia, 
and King James settled a considerable pei>8ton 
on Lady Bemersyde for life, for the care she 
tookof his daughter. From this Princess Eliza- 
beth is descended- the present King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and Sovereign of Hanover. 
By this Lady the Baron of Bemersyde had eight 
sons-— Andrew had the lands of Bemersyde and 
fishery on the Tweed, 1620 ; Robert, George, 
and James,— all four were killed in the service 
of. the King. of Bohemia, in 16i30; David,. wJbo.. 
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Ib^caiM hh fii(her*(» lieir^ FriMleriek died in the 

West lodie^f The feiber died ahroed; the line 

of the fumily v^s eontinufd by David, the &fth 

jBon. 

, PaTid) fifteenth Baron of Bemmyde, in IGSS, 

SQi a ^barter of (^oefirieetion of his lands and 
sheries* While he we» io foreign countriee, he 
married Hy berwia^ daughter of Senior de Sk^holef^ 
and wid^w of Anthony Cfunterinrot, son to the 
Chan^lior of Qldenburgb, and by her he had 
three pons-t>first^ Antbonyi bis, heir^'^second, 
.William, ivho married Mary JLiOwrie, daughter 
of Gavin Lowrie, Governor of East Jersey, in 
North Anierioa, and had by ber a son, who 
settled also in America, andilied there in 1688 ; 
third, Pavid> H^ho (!ied without ever being inav* 
ried. This fifteenth BaroU was a steady loyalist, 
and siqcerely attached to the family on the 
throne; and after the unfortunate battle of Woe^ 
center,, he l^tired to his own hQuve^and continued 
.t^re! privately till his death, iin 1654, aad wae 
.au^ce^ded by his i<hi^ 

^gtbonyi sii^teenth JBaron Hatg of Bemer^ 
fijd^* tn his father's life«|tiioet wbena very young 
man, he eatered into the service of the Great 
Oustavns Adol^hns, and from his merit was 
appointed a Captain of Swedish Cavalry. He 
raised 50 men in Scotland for that service, and 
clotb^d them at bis owq expence% But being no 
less a gr^at lojali^t tb^a his father bad beeD,.hie 
es^a^e was sequestrated by Oliver Cromwell the 
Regicide, and he suffered a long imprisonmeai, 
jMufmaay ^her hardships, during the usurpations 
However, he h^Kl the satisfaction to live to see a 
happy restoratioa, ami was frequently employed 
bj Charles 1 1, as one of bis commanding officei^ 
of militia, for suppressing tbe iasurreetiona of 
that reign » He took to wife Jean Hon.e, one of 
the daughter^ of Home of BfM»sendean, by wbooi 
be had live sous and two daughlcrtf., ZeruhabeJi,, 
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4lie tktrd, wa)i) his heir. His fourth son, Em&ntiet^ 
left a son, Itmiie, who possessed the lands of the 
Third, and died in 1699. His fifth son, William, 
was a niercbant at Antiffua, in the West Indies. 
His eldest daughter, Hannah, married James 
Dickson, Esq. of Bekhester. His daughter 
Hybemia married John Dickson, Esq. ; the 
other sons died unmarried, and this brave maa 
was succeeded ky 

Zerubabel Hatg, seventeenth Baron of Bemer* 
syde, who married Eliambeth Gordon, daughter 
of Thomas Gordon, Esq. Clerk to the Court of 
Justiciary, by whom he had a son and twelve 
daughters ; the eldest, Janet^ married the Ho- 
nourable James Home of Ayton-Hall, second 
son of the Earl of Home*, and one of them 
married James Potts,^ E^q. of Jedburghf . This 
seventeenth Baron died in lldSj and was suc» 
ceeded by his son, 

James Anthony, eighteenth proprietor of 
Bemersyde, from father to son in a direct male 
line ; he resided long in Yorkshire, and married 
the eldest daughter of William Robison, Esq. of 
Ladykirk, by whom he had three sons. Isaac, the 
second, is proprietor of St. Helens, above Mel- 
rose, and was long at Bourdeaux, in France^. 
William, his third son, was a Lieutenant in the 
56th Pompadour regiment of the line, and died 
in the VVest Indies.. This eighteenth Baron 
died at the advanced age of ahout 74 years, was 
buried i^n the family vault at Dryburgh, and waa 
succeeded by ins eldest son, 

James, Z. nineteenth Bnron of Bemersyde, 
who served in the Duke of Buccbuch's Lothian* 

< From \yIiom is descended Mrs Hunter of Bir^hani ; Dr Alex- 
ander Homo of JCarlstoun, i& desc^iHtcd frooi one of ihes« sisters.)—^ 
VLc Polls* faniily of ICelso and Jedburgh, &c. &c« 
f From whom is descended Ain« ie of Wells, Chief of ibe Ain*Ii«t, 
% Died June 14. IdSS, and was buried in the fumify burying, 
groaodat Dr> burgh. 
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Fejicibles, and at a Captain in the 35lli, or 
Sussex regiment of the line. He married Mijss 
Watson, daughter of Samuel Watson, Esq. and 
niece of Colonel Pringle of Georgetield, near 
KarUtoun, by whom he has a family of ttio soii4> 



aiid tbree daughters. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

XiOTc fttid Meeknetn, Lord, 

Become a Cburcbuian better tlian aiuUtipa, 



W E will now «;ive the reader a few extracts^ 
from the lU*>;lster ot the Abbey of Dryburgh, 
mentioning various deeds and cop) holds :— • 

1st. A feu set by James Ogilvie, Abbot of 
Dr>burgh and Convent thereof, to George Hop- 
pringle of St. John's Chapel (this is now only 
called Chapel), and Elizabeth Ker^ his spouse, 
of all and the hail lands of Chaddersby and 
Hai^gs, in the lordship of Lauderdale, to be- 
holden of the said Abbot and his successors in, 
the feu farm, and heritage, paying therefore 
yearly xxivlb. money at two usual terms, and iv 
dozen of poulards, and doubling the said feir 
farm at the entry of every heir ; 5th July, 1539, 
under the common seal of the Abbey. 

2d. A charter of confirmation made by our 
Sovereign Lord — by David Erskine, Abbot of 
Dryburgh and Convent thereof— to John Sud- 
den, and his heirs, of the lands and bouses some, 
time belonging to Andrew Dewar, with the 
pasturage of two colts and one horse, within the 
town and lands of Dryburgh and Uolytown- 
haugh ; and of two acres of land some time oc- 
cupied by the said John Sudden — with teind 
shief included. To be held of the said Abbot 
i^nd Convent, and their successors in the feu farm^. 
paying therefore yearly xx pounds and iii pou- 
lards, or for each poulard iiii pence of the said 
acre s. 1. ; and for the said two acres vi fi,rlots 
bear, at tbe option of the buyer, doubling the. 
said feu farm at the entry of every heir allenarl^^p. 
Qa.ted at the said Abbey, January 1st, 15£!^ 
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The said eonffrmation dated at Holyrood— 

house^Slfh -, 1584, under the great seal. 

Shakespeare saj^, 

If yoa deof it-4et thm danger light 
•Upon jonr charter aad jroar €ity*s fivcdoai*. 

Four Mark Land in Merlon^ 

A charter of conirmatioa made by our Sov#* 
jreigaLord, and advice oPJamed Earl oTMurraj, 
Regeiil, r^tifyiog a feu set by David Erskine^ 
Abbot of Dryburgh and Cpavent thereof, to- 
Walter Haliburtoiiy and bis heirs male wbat80« 
ever, of four marks land lying within the towit-- 
fiod territory of Merion-r^to be holdeo 0f the 
said Abbey'and Consent, their successors in feo 
fiirm, paying therefore yearly itii marks money^ 
xx\ poulards, or iiiipenee furtbe price Uiereofof 
each yearly diUy and s. 4 p* in augmeiUation^ 
Dated at dr> burgh, 17th July^ 1567. The said 
confirmation dated at Stirling,. 9d September^ 
1569) under the great seal* 

Fdur Acres w Dry bur gh^ — Ralph Erskfn^. 

A charge of confirmation by our Sovereign. 
Lord the King, ratilying a feu granted by David 
Erskine, Abbot (VfDr\ burgh and Convent there-^ 
of, to Ralph Erskine and heirs whatsoever, oP 
tout acres of land) with tiie outsets and HHy-jard 
thereof, \\ith the new orchard of the same, and 
with arte piece ofvVasteland l}ing at the \i est end' 
pf the Mantl^ Wall, four acres of the farai> 
hmdslyingin the town of Ur} burgh, called Cross- 
Acre and Haigsland, with one acre to the south 
*nd, lying between the lands of Lochflat and 
t^enverdyde, and lioiise and outstead and pieces 
land, and Walker Croft, and oj/n croft callet 
Velvet Yard, with the yard called Jack's Wall, 
and two yards pertaining before to Walter 
Haliburton of Shieldfield, and of the/rc€ mark 
land tying in the town and territory of Mertoa,. 
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pacing nearly Ttiilb. moneys Mb. per beer, &€• 
&e. afHi 4omiing tlie aaiii feu farm at every 
entry «f eYerv beir ; aUo reserving the Ufe-renI 
hereof to Eltzabetb Halibitrtoii, relict of the 
aaid W«4ter Uatiburtoii. Dated at Stirling oiid 
Drybtirgb, 9t(i wid ^-doys of May, 1581. Tbe 
eonfirmation dated at Holyrood*^ House, S4th 
Mareb, 1S64, tinder the great seal. 

— A ebarter of confirnHition made bvour 
Sovereign I^^ord, ratif)ing a feu let by lSa\id 
firsfcine, Abbot of Dry burgh and Coo\'ent ibere- 
of« to Andrew Hog and hi« botrs wbatitoever, of 
one tenement of land, and one croft called the 
Whinstoiie Croft, with two yard arable and 
IHiitAil, eatledibe Roy Yard, and the yard lying 
beside 8if Thomas Erskine*s and the yard lying 
beyond the said place and the common gate of 
the towfi of Drybergh on tbe east, and tbe kirk- 
yard of tbe said monastery on the west parts $ 
and one ucre of land lying under the wood, and 
of one fourlh ^art of tnesaid form lands of Dr^* 
bargb and teind sbieves inclnded, all lying in 
tbe town and territory of Drybjurgh*. To be held 
of the said Abbot and Convent and their succes* 
eors in feu farm — paying therefore yearly s. I. p. 
in money, Hi beer and 24 half firlots for ilka botl 
thereof, xiiilb^ and iiiid., or for ilka half firiot 
xxid. and in augmentation iiiid. indo iiiilb. iip* 
at the two usual terms of the year, and double 
of the said feu farm at the entry of everv heir 
with Ss, of court to ha holden at the said A wey. 
Dated at Dryburgh, ^h December, 15S5, under 

"the great seaU 

— A feu fi^rm by James Stuart, Abbot of 

Dryburgh, to John Robson in Gledswood, and 

Marion Ladderdale his spouse, in life-rent, and 

to Adam Robson*, (brother-german to the afore* 

'said John) and Elizabeth Dower his spouse and 

• Uia father's iQQnm^ciit v in«Qjtk>OjM| abo?«, at Drylburgb,^ 
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contort, and their heirs male— whilk failings the 
f^id Adam and his heirs male MrbaUoever^ of all 
^e Iand9 of Gledswood, which Ihe said John 
pre*Qccupies, with all pertinents lying m the 
sheriffiiuiu of Borwiek. To be holdeii of the 
fmid Abbot and Convent, a^id their successors, as 
f^u farm and heritage, paying therefore yearly 
Uventy-six shillings, eight pounds of oatnieaj, 
and ISp. 4(1. in augmenlation. Indo xlp. money 
at the tivo usual terni^ and six capons, and ^fx 
poulard fowls, with service at three head courts 
to be held at Dryburgh, and paying to John 
Moppringle of Galashiels, his heirs and as^^ignees, 
i^nd o\es (grandsons>^xlp. at the said term, aiid 
doubling the said fen larni at the entry of each 
heir. Dated Dryburgh Abbey^. November ^, 
IsSST, under the common seal of the said Abbey. 
VVbereunto is a commission directed to Antonius^ 
Cardinal of the Archdeanery of Teviotdale, and 
Provost of SesUon, for confirming hereof, dated 
at Placentia, ciii» Ctlend Julii, the fourth year 
of Pope Paul IIL under the CnrdinaVs seal and 
band,* 

UenK*-<^Instr4Jment.of saKiii^undeF.^ the hand* 
of the said John Learnionth, dated the said 17th 
day of September, 16^2, arid regret (enteredXJn 
tJv- same register the 30th October, these year. 

-~ — Charter of feu farm by David Erskine, 
Abbot — perpetual Commendator of the Mon^^* 
fery of Dryburgh and Convent thereof— to 
Ninian Bruce, brother- german to Archibald 
Bruce of Pousouls, Arg)leshire, the hail 38 acres 
of the town Unds of Dryburgh, and sundry per-. 
tinents thereof, together with the teind shieyes 
inol tided, as also 21 acres thereto belonging, and 

* ^ijsned, Jacobas Abbas; Aqdrait €oniielaoii ; ■ Stephanac 

B|il endean ; Aiidrais Purvis; Rob. Miln; Jac* Jameson; J9b 

*Kedfui(l; Joas Turnbull ; Andrais CroRoel; Joannos Chatto ; 

Biackasked; G«o. RoLertson; Will. Veicheua; under the 

Coiumon Seal of, the Al^^y. . 
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with due and usual pai^turage in the wood of 
Dryburgh, Harden-haugh, and other place?^ in- 
cluding three houses and yard^, and five other 
yards bounded and possessed in manner parti* 
cularly specified — tos^ether also with passage- 
boat, fishing) &c. of the said town of Dryburgh 
— all to be holden of the said Abbot for yeariy 
payment of xllb. Scots^ payable at the usual 
terms of Whitsunday and Martinmas equall)-— 
and doubling; the same at the entry of each heir, 
and. performing three suits yearly, at three head 
courts of the said Monastery of Dryburgh. 

Dated 24th February, 1580. Item.— Sasine 

under th^ bauds of William Urjtenand Alex« 
a»der Young, notary public, dated V^4th Marcb^ 
158Q. 

Item.— Charter ofconfirmation by King Jame» 
YI. under the great seal, narrating and confirm* 
ing'^at length the above charter of feu farm and 
tesine thereon, dated the 28tii of April, MSI. 

■ item.— Precept o{ dare constat^ granted 
by the said John Earl of Mar, superior, for in- 
fefting of Margaret, Jean, Maria, and R(ebeq<;3^, 
Bruce, daughters of uniwhile- N.inisui Bruce^ 
and George tiaUburton, eldest lawful son pro- 
create between John Ilaliburton^in Dryburgh,^ 
and umwhiTe Barbara Bruce, another of the»e 
daughters, all heirs portioners to the said um-^ 
white Ninian Bruce, in lands, teinds, and other 
effects, dated the last day of January, I6I7 years. 
Item. — /Ine instrument of sasine conf<»raiable 
thereto, given to the said six heirs portioners^ 
under the hand of Robert Alison, notary public, 
dated the lith February, 1617. 

r Item.-^/fnfi disposition granted by, the 

said George Haliburton, oye (grandson) and 
one of the said six heirs portioners, of the said 
umwhile Ninian Bruce, with consent of the said 
^bhn Haliburton, his father, as lawful adminis- 
tcaitor for him, to Ual|)h Ei;skinei^portiQtter ia» 
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Drvbiir£i:h, of the sixth part of the said acres^ 
and others above writ, containins; a procurator^ 
ofreFignalion of ivarrandice^ and adjudgment to 
i*attfy and renew at his majority ; dated 15th 
November, 1622. 

— — Item. — Contract of marriage passed be- 
tween John Haliburton, younger of ?Iewmainsf 
(of Dry burgh), >Tith the consent of Thomas and 
Mary Hnlihurtons, his father and mother, on 
the one part, and Margaret Rutherford, lawful 
daughter of John Rutherford of Edgerston^ with 
the coHSient of John, her father^ on the other 
part,— whereby contemplation of the marriage 
therein mentioned, the ^aid Thomas Haliburton 
for having, and with advice and consent and 
taking burden on him fot his said spouse, oblige 
them to infeft the said John Haliburton and 
heirs male lawfully begotten, to be procreate be- 
twixt him and the said Mar£;aret ; which failing, 
bis other near and lawful heiis male; mbilk 
failing, his heirs whatsoever, and their assigneea 
whatsoever, heritable, in all and bail the said 
corn mill, with the mill house, mouliers, and 
aeres thereto belotiging, and in the said farm 
lands, and SI acres of land with house and on* 
sets thereof, with the teind shieves of the same^ 
and of the five acres of land sometime belonging 
to George Haliburton, with all and sundry tneir 
pertainnipnts^ and also the two-^ixth parts of 
lh(B 98 acres and of the 21 aeres of land with the 
teinds thereof included, designated and specified 
in the said Thomas Haliburton^s charter, alTly-* 
ing within the said town and territory of X)ry» 
burgh. In all and hail Over and Nether New- 
mains, and the lands called Mori-den, with the 
Mtoor-place, houses, &;c., and fishings upon the 
water of Tweed with their pertinents^ being pro- 
per p^rts of the feu land of Bemersyde of old 
extent, bailiery of Lauderdale. The remnant of 
i\^ 8a.i4 tQWti a.n4 latlids of B^mersyde, witli^ 
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houses, yards, &e. all Uiiig as said id special 
^varmndy conceived in favour of the said Thomas 
and Mary Haliburlon, — which coatraci contaiAft 
one procuratory of re-iignatioa, assignation to 
rights, and one precept of sasiue* And 5000 
mfrks, Scots money, of dote (dower) and tocber 

SDod, payable by the said John Rutherford and 
is said daughter ; the said Margaret is thereby 
provided to 900 merks annuity for the said Over 
and Nether Mains, which she with consent ac* 
cepts in full satisfaction — except the two parts^ 
of the household plenishing, goods and gear^ 
standing within the said house, the time of the 
said John his discharge of all the life rent, pro* 
bations, and others whatsoever she can claim by 
the decease of her said husband in manner ropre 
fully mentioned in said contract, containing 
several other clauses and conditions. Dated at 
Edgerston, the 19ih and — da)sof October, 166G. 
1634. — I tem.-r Charter of resignation undar 
the great seal^ relative to the general surrender, 
and acts of Parliament thereuoon, in favour of 
tbe said Thomas Haliburton, nis beird and ^s* 
signees whatsoever, of all and the haU corn mills 
orDryburgh, with the said moulters and acres of 
land, with houses and onsetts thereof in Dry- 
burgh, occupied by Elizabeth Penny and George 
Haliburton, her son, the said Thomas his guid^ 
siry lying within the town and territory of Dry* 
biirgn^-bailiery of Lauderdale, sheriffdom of 
Berwick ; and likewise the piece of land called 
the Mill-Haugh, and Chinghill,contigupus there* 
to, with the new orchard and Walker's Crofl, 
with free issue and entry thereto* with the par- 
sonage teinds of the same included, and of the 
said five acres of land, possessed by the said 
George, and Ivin^ as saia is- and 2-6 parts of 
theS8 acres of iand possessed by the said Geqrge, 
in the said town and lands in Dryburgh, &9^-rN. 
which charter proceeds upon the said ThOiuas 
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Hdliburton, his own resignation and the resifl;na* 
tion of the said George Haliburton, and of jane 
and Mary Bruce and (heir spouses^ and contains 
therein a novo domuR (new house) to be holden 
of his Majesty in feu farm, and heritage forever, 
by virtue of the general surrender, paying yearly 
the victual sums of nioney, fodder, and poultry 
therein mentioned, in the name of feu duty, 
ivhrch being liquidated, extends in the manner 
aftermentioned for the mill, mouiters, hail acres, 
aiid farm lands in Drybur^^h, arid for ihe fivp 
mark land in Merton, receiving the sum of 51 
merl&s money, 2i thraves of fodder, thi'ee dozen 
and a halfof poultry, and ten shillings of yearly 
augmentation of rental^ ttnd for the said Mill- 
Haugh and Chinghill, and parsonage teindd 
thereof, and five of the acres of lands above- 
mentioned, &c. and the 6th part of the SS and 
SI acres of land, with the parsonage teinds 
thereof, and houses and ferry boats and fishings, 
aiKl others aforesaid, the sum of ISl. 6s. Scots 
mdney payable^ the hail feu duties in the manner 
and at the usual terms, and doubling the said feu 
duties at first year entry of said heir and giving 
three suita to the three head courts to be held at 
the Monastery of Dryburgh, and performing and 
observinir all the other provisions and conditions 
(if any be) contained in the said Thomas llali- 
burtoj^and his predecessors, their old infeftment 
of the said property. Probating that the said 
charter be witiiout prejudice to bis Majesty's 
annuity out of the teinds of the lands as written ; 
which charter is dated at Edinburi^h the I2th of 
July, 1634, being the third year of the reign of 
King Charles 1. 

— ^^ — A feu set by James Stuart, Abbot of 
Dryburgh and Convent thereof, to Sir John 
Ca8tleman,and to James Castleman, his father's 
brother, and his heirs male— which failing, his 
oldest anent female, without division, of ail and 
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hail the lands of Kirklande and Pencaitland, 
with the — pertinences \y\f^g in the town and 
territory of Pencaitland parish (so 1 sappose the 
word to he) of St. Andrews, sherifitloip tyf ■ 
and constabulary of Haddin<^ton, 

IbbG.^^Smaifhoim Spitialjio Home cf Core- 
den knows. 

A feu set by James, (Stuart) Abbot of I>ry» 
burgb and Convent thereof, to John Home of 
Cowdenknows, and Margaret his 6pou!i*e, in con- 
joint feu and their iieirs ; which failing anent 
them to the oldest and nearest heirs of the said 
John (Home) whatsoever, of all and hail the 
lands of Smaiiholm Spittal, and the pertinents, 
lying within the sheriifdom of Roxburgh. To 
be holden of the said Abbot and Convent there- 
of, in feu form and heritage, for which payins^ 
thereof yearly xx merks at two usual terms. 
Dated at the said Abbey, 28th of November, 
]336^ sic ^ubscribitur Jacobus Abbas de Dry 
burffh ; Ahdrias Connelson, senior^ Georgi us 
Haiibt^rton ; Joannes Rutherford ; Joannes 
Chatto ; Joannes Blacka^ked^ Joannes Turn- 
bull ; Stephanus Ballendean ; Andrtas Purvis ; 
Palmerus Purvis; Andrias Crosstop; Bartho- 
limeus Weodel ; Georgius Palraorson ; Wly- 
Wilson. . 

1622. ^liem. — Two charters granted by 

George Hali burton with consent of his father, 
to the said Ralph Erskine, conform to the snid 
disposition, one to be holden ot'himself, and the 
other of the said John Er^'kine, Earl of Mar, his 
superior ; both dated the 15th day of November, 
1622. : 

J626, 1629, 1633.-^Nota.— King Charles I. 
at his coming to the Crown, having uiade a very 
ample revocation of all deeds done iu prejudice 
thereof, there was^ upon the 20th of August, 
J626, <2;?e redemption intended thereupon of all 
erections of kirk lunds^ teinds, &e. that did pt^r- 
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tfpin to wliat8oe\'er abbey, priory, or other bene* 
fice, and acU of Parliament, ratifying the same 
-^which pr^>ce&8 having made a ffreat noise, tlie 
King gave commission to several noblemen and 
others, to endeavour an agreen>ent with those 
having right of erections and krrk lands, ^c. 
Whereupon there was general submission made 
hv the lords pf erection, bishops, boroughs, and 
ail other persons for their received interests in 
kirk lands^ superiorities thereof, and teiitds, &c. 
containing a procoratory of resignation in the 
King's hands ad perpcium iceman - -' ^tiam-^ 
which submissions were accepted, and thereupon 
followed instruments of resignation in favour of 
his Majesty, at Whitehall, the }4tb of May, 
1628. Whereupon his Majesty's determination 
followed the 2d of September, >6§9, and by the 
10th and 14th acts of his Majesty's Parliament, 
anno 1633, co-relative to the said deternlnation 
— the superiorities of all kirk lands are annexed 
tQ the Crown (except those beloni^ing to the 
bishops, witli the feu duties of the said superiori- 
ties, reserving to the lords and titulars of erec- 
tion, who subscribed the above general surrender 
or submission, their feu duties, until they be re- 
deemed by the King at ten years purchase of 
their own lands, is also reserved to them, holden 
of his Majesty for payment of the feu duties con- 
tained in the old infeftments, by virtue of the 
apnexation) by virtue of which the King becomes 
superior of the lands above and after- mentioned, 
and are taken holden of his Majesty accordingly, 
as follows :— The feu duties thereof being still 
payable to the Earl of Mar and his successors, 
as lords of erection. 

Act of Court— Account of lax Rati. 

1666.--At Edinburgh, the 14tb day of M»ic)i, 
1666 years ; in a judicial court holdeo onmUan 
the Abbot's Hall, being the ordinary place for 



lioldifig courts by the said lord, by John Ef^ 
skiAe' of Shieldfiefd, baron bailie, to David LdrH 
Cardtoss, lord'of erection of the said lordshiA 
of Dry burgh*— compeared personally Ale^^andw 
Patterson in Rutbefffbrd, as prdizy, specially 
cotf^ifuted by the said Lord Catdfoss-^-^fln^ 
full pov^r to him to Compear in the said c^nn 
in name of the same Noble Lord, for setting 
dourn all the said roil aforesaid of the said lord* 
ship of DVyburgh, and the said Alexander Pat- 
terson as proxy aforesaid. And in the nami^ of 
fbe iaiid Noble Lord produced account from th6 
sattf NoMe tiiord, of the rent af>ove and after sefl 
with a printed act of the lat6 contention, dafM 
the 4tfa of August last by* past, bein«;^ a taxing (6 
be gramted to his Majesty of fdrty shiHings for iiJt 
ptfif(/ land— whereby tbrfeit terms yearly and dii* 
iBwerable to taxation, out of all the lark lands 
aird benefiees of this kingdbm for the said fba 
leruiS'-*--and bearing' and ippertainih^ fo' (the) 
manor and standing of the sfaid-^that has of 
enjoys in land, portion, or outfield, of anybe*'' 
longing, or indeed fbrnterly belonging, to any 
bishopric^ abbey, priory, or other benefice, a^ 
fensrth set down in the said act of convention — ' 
also produced ane aot secret council, dated the^ 
Ttji clay (*f December last. 

Secondly, Tfai^ Kth of March instant, ap^ 
pointed by the act of convention for convening* 
iknd settiiig down of the aforesaid tax roll, foi^ the' 
relief of the said taxations, after the form and^ 
tenure of the said act of cpnv'entlon, for coBfveri- 
ing and setting down of the foresaid taxfrolL 
As also provided to specify under the hand of 
Alexander Ogilvie, clerk to the said taxatidn, 
specifying that the Abbey of Dryburjh, in every 
one of the two said tennft of the said taxation, is' 
taxed to the sumvie of 918K lOs. 1 Id. Scots, atV 
ter producrngtbe sard" writs ofthe said Alexander' 
Patterson as proxy aforesaid, and in the name 

G 



of the said Lord Cardross required the said John 
Erskine, baron bailie, to proceed in the said 
matter according to the act of convention, and 
to the said writs, proceeded according to the said 
reply — in the first place called publicly ail by 
the naiiies and designations of their lands^ tone* 
nients. mnd yards, posseF^ed by them, and liable 
to roll of the said lordsliip of Drybor^h, all ana 
jBundry the.feuars, vassals, tax men, portioners,and 
renters of the said lordship of Dryburgh, liable 
in every part of the said taxation ; and after call* 
ing of the whole, both partly by their names and 
quality as case is, there compeared (none) except 
ine persons after set, to wUti — Thomas (]aii« 
|)urton of Newmains^Jatnes Erskine of Shield- 
field — John Hog, portionerof Dry burgh— James 
Haliburton^ portioner of Mertoun — Alexander 
f^ockey, younger — James Scott, Chamberlain to 
Sir William Scott of Harden, proxy for him— 
Thomas Cranston, notart/ public^ proxy for 
Patrick Scott of Thirlstone, and after call — time 
of day bidden — and all the rest of the feuars, 
vassals, taxmen, heritors, and oyers, in the said 
lordship, liable to the foresaid, being often time 
called, and not compeared, the said Alexander 
Patterson, proxy foresaid, , protested, that con- 
formable to the act of convention it might be 
lawful for him, with the rest of the portioners, 
croftmen, compeared as said is, a fair and perfect 
fax roil of the said lordship of Dryburgh for the 
said Lord Cardross, his relief of all the five terms 
of the said taxed ; .which protestation of the said 
baron bailie admitted of upon the fore-named 
persons compeared as said is, after due nqd seri- 
ous deliberation, all with one consent did make 
and set down the tax roll after following, for the 
said'Lord Cardross his relief. By the whilk tax 
.roll it is found and ordained by the said heritorn, 
that every iwenij/ shillings of Scots ot feu rent 
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tnllun* (he lordship of Dryburgh as now belongs 
to the said Lord Cardross himself, as Co any; 
other person either in teinds land, or any oihtT 
benefit, shall in every one of the said five terms 
ef the said taxation be taxed to the sum of ten* 
pence halfpenny, Scots money, whilk proportion 
foresaid will make up the 'foresaid to sic sum 
imposed relatively upon the said Abbey and 
lordship of Dryburgh as a competent and rea- 
sonable allowance fbr the expence of collecting 
fhe same ; and* accordingly they have set down 
Uie following tax roll for the first term paid of 
this taxation, and ordering the same to stand in 
full force for the other four terms thereof- and 
in the subsequent tax and stent roll they baye 
onljr rentalled tite feu rent of lands and teinds of 
the Abbey by and atteur the minister's stipend, 
and other burdens, and in witness here of the 
said baron bailie, proxy aforesaid,and other per« 
sons aneni^ have subscribed these presents-^the 
said tax roll with their hands — day, year, and 
place aforesaid. 

The Monument of the Poet Thomson is very 
like the Temple of the S>bil at Tivoli. 

The Statue of Wallace, erected on ClinthiU 
above Dr) burgh, is 31 feet high ; the pedestal is 
10 feet, and the hero 31. 

• The Bridge of Dryburgh over the Tweed, is 
1^70 feet long,— Of these more hereafter. 

I must not omit to say a few words on the 
subject of a poor woman, mentioned in the 
Minstrelsy of ike Scotlisk Border^ as 

" The Nun mho never saw the day^^'* 

\Vho resided in Dryburgh Abbey, as not entirely 
imaginaryt. About the 1745, an unfortuuate 

^ . . * I suppose this old Uw word it w|ibin. 

f 1 have lately leitrned her name wan Jenny Crammpn^, to 
JameK Hood sayi, wlio perfectly remeiaben hek' ; be wu then ten 
y««rtefage«' . , 
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fetoale VNinderar t<Kik up her resHlMice » nmisM 
(it WM tlie Abbot's cellar) ib Drybucgb Abbey^ 
wbieh during the day. Ae nevev %ittiiedU*-vb0ii 
migbt felt» she isaued fr om her nuerable babkam 
iiim, and v^nt to the bousea of Mr HaUbiani<H» 
of NfiW0iBiiia» and that of Mr Er^biae of SbieUU 
fteld^-^fcoDi tbeir cbartty eh» obteiaed sucb na- 
eesHai^ies.aa she could be prevailed upon to acoept 
-sat twelve each night she returned wiib bee 
^ghled peat to ber vault, assuring her friendly^ 
Befghboura, that during ber absence her habit&<« ' 
tien was.arranged bv a spirit^ to whom she gai^e 
ihfb uncouth name of Failip^^ describing bim as 
a little man wearing heavy iron, shoes, wiik 
which he tramped her vault to dispel the dempa^ 
The cireum&tance caused her to be regarded b^ 
tjie well-informed \iith compaseion, and by the 
vulvar with some degree of tenron The causes 
of ojsv adopting this extraordinary mode of Uie: 
»he never would explain>f-vit wm> however bex^ 
liev.e4 to have been occasioned by a vow^ ihak 
during the absence of a man to itluun she was; 
married, she had reM>lved nevrC^ to behold the 
Ijgh^ of day until he returned^ nhich be never did 
being killed, over the border^-rwhicb she faitbi-: 
fully kept for many jears. Her only companions 
\yev,e two or. t^ree fowls,. and. the stfiiqe trowh. 
out of which they drank ist siill at the dpor pf thj^ 
apartment. Her lover never f etur^ed^t ia sup- 
posed he fell during the civil^ Wjar qf; 1.74^rQ, 
plie qflen cajled him Iron i^b&anp, 

Th^se circumstances the Edifpr pf the JiJin^^. 
sirelsy of the Scottish Border sajs. he gnve^ t<| 
the public ot\ the beat authority, a^d the s\iithor 
of, this little work had it froni the^ gardener 3: 
father, who was miller at Pryburgh, ai^d reiuem- 
bers the poor woman ; the gardener is now 70^ 
^n4 his father (who died at Loiignewtcn-Placfy 
the property of Sir John Scott DougljaF), wasj 
about 80. The vault in which this poor womsui 



being wilh whidb its gUmtk Wfti t^MlrtiM t^ tMt 

imgmm^kMs. mil 0i»tet its dat^k ¥ec«6i» b^f fiiflitw 

^M dalted ri« Whmht^fef. 

Oa tiie soMea 6f 4his nnhttutmb aifd «i^«^ 
hiiown iadfttduat, th^ ibllo^^ki^ liheilell htl^ 
irtory in it rery fe^ wwds k-^ 

J(l*:ic2aifo. fiert comei ati odd did fkkitloh*d dk Ac;, 
Bri^ MsUn «fia yott tell h^r il«iiM 
SSrjJiOfik Thai cati I Hot ; BO «iM ciia ttlj^ 
Shd iie*er w^nt out tre ourfew bell ; 
^d biealii i^ day ihk. tie*«r would <el« 
Jknd ahiwyc fram tfaa light did fl«6v 
^TSt^aid, tbii Kao tiiii TOW did mflto 
J'oT William, her trua loter's sake, 
Bat he was kilPd in border war» 
Oii fiRgHsh sfdft-^f elip«i7 fat ; 
Zb^ caird h«r JTatltps for bjt ttUMi, 
She was a holf piotts dame, 
Some thought her mad— 6 so did t, 
1 her ihtehrM ^hen she did di«, 
.^fastbjribeiMfielital |4ifrH^ -i 

And there now rests Fatlipt's baQ«» 
l^ha call'd h«f WUUaafi iFen^hae^ 
She said at night be told her news 
Of what did bajigen o^r the ^boMar, 
M^epa oft tfaeie was afath sad disbrdeiw 
Alils, she'a gone, and tarnM to olalc, ^ 
Atfd What I^f name was hdne can say, > ". 

So here she rests^-^b, welUa^ay ! j 

I have fbuiid ah article on ihe subject of 
Abbot OgiTvie of Dryburgti, wdicb I &aa bett^ 
prist in liere l^an leave it oiit altogether > be waai 
of ibe f^ialater fiuiiily« > 

Sir James Ogilvie of Dfcakford^ Kf. trfStfftff,* 
majrried Lady Agues Gordon, daughter of 
George Earl of Huntley, by whom he had five 
sons and two daughterst — 1. Alexander, his 
beir ; 3. James, Abbot of Dry burgh, and rector 
of Kinkeldon. He was the first professor of 

4 Old Jenny at Miiyor Riddell's says» the has often heard him otci 
iHc Kirk Tard. dike groaning, thoagh she says she never law kliib 
t IMlartin, Ccawfordu and Poas!«H f* 9oO, 
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civil law in King*8 College, Aberdeen, and was 
^ected Bishopi but the Slarl of Huntley orer- 
awed tbe Canons when they were about to con-^ 
firm Ogilvie in that see, and forced them to 
elect Alexander Gordon, his kinsman. The 
Duke of Albany, to console Ogilvie and hi» 
friends, gave him the Abbey of Drybur^h, and 
rectorship of Kinkeldon above mentioned. This 
abbot was employed on several embassies by the 
King and Parliament of Scotland, in which he 
conducted himself with credit to his King, and to 
the satisfaction of his country ; he also heldother 
employments, to which he did credit, between 
the years 1514 and 1540. See A/ackenue^s. 
Lhes^vol. 2, p. 383, and liegisitrof Dryburgk^ 
penes conies de Buchan. 

This abbot's second sister married Lord Lk>* 
vat, the Laird of Mackintosh, and — — - Monro 
of Foulis, and had children to all three. Con* 
tract penes eomitem de Finldter. His eldest 
sister married Sir James Dunbar of Westfield. 



I.«rd Buchan (D. S. E.) planted an orchard of 13 aorei at the 
town head of Drjrbnr^h. and dedicated it to hit father and mother, 
with the following inscription en a Tery handsome Gothic gateway 
bis lordship bult— 

Hoc Ponunium D. S. Buchanue comts 

l>(dicuvit ad parentiius stM optimtu, . . 

His i<ordship placed an elegant non-dial to the sooth west of tUe 
'mansion honte, on a small knoH ; it is engraved by Adam Simsoi), 
clock and watchmaker, Licssudden ; and on Ihe base to the norlli 
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CHAPTER X. 

OP THE FAMILY OP ERSKtNB, 
.. (mJR, BUCSAJV, JJVD CJRDROSS.) 

W E have said above, that James Ogilvie 
of Dreskford) cootinued Abbot of Dryburga till 
his death in 1516, when David Erskine, son of 
Lord Erskine, elder brother of the Regent, was 
appointed Abbot. (Oro$e.) 

Ralph Erskine, the son of. David, married a 
daughter of Haltburton of Mertoun, and was 
ancestor of the Erskinesof Shieldfield, {GroseU^ 
npw domiciled in Melrose Priorv. James VI. 
dissolved the Abbey of Dryburgti, and erected 
it into a temporal lordship and peerage, in fa- 
vour of John Elgarlof Mar, son of the Reeeot^ 
i^nd Liord -High Treasurer of Scotland, bv 
the title of Cardroes, uniting Camboskenneth 
and Inchmahomoe with it, as also the lands ol^ 
Newtown of Dryburgh, to form the Lordship 
and Peerage, in a manner. so singular, that we 
think it will, be acceptable to our readers to give 
copies of the patents from the public records : 
— ** Anno ie04, March 27. To John Earl of 
Mar, &c. and for the good, true, and faithful 
service, and acceptable pains, and care taken by 
his ancestors, in the education of his Majesty's 
royal person, from his birth, to his perfect age. 
and .for tite like service done by the said Eafi 
himself, in the education of his eldest son, \\i^ 
Prince. (Henry), and for his speedy and dutiful 
discharging himself of the several embassies 
whenever he was employed, by his Majesty, and 
upon consideration that the monasteries after 
mentioned, were commonly disponed to some of 
the aaid house of Erskiue, &c. {Act of ParU 
89 Julj/y 1587 ) To the said Earl of Mar^ and 



his beirs male and asstgneesi all and sundry of 
the lands, baronies, castles, towers, fortiiicesy 
manors, places, &c. wbieh pertained to the priory 
of Inchmahorooe, and the Abbies of Dryburgb 
and .Caoibuskendeib, fight of ipatronage and 
vicarage of tb^ ^^id m^nii^ries, ifjtb theV per- 
tinents, all united, annexed|and incorporated m 
A9ff free lordship and barony, to be called in all 
t|ine coming the Lordship of Cardross.'W 
(fSfrose.) 

OsJobn Earl of Mar, pf wbosi me haviB spok^ 
<boYe, pn hi? return fron) Ji^lgnd be urasre** 
siLored to the particiilaj* pon^ence ti)4 &vour of 
l^i^g^aiu^s Vh "mXto re^fiXotfii tq himihfi ^jovefd- 
liient of the castle of S^irliqg. ^NoiJong after 
tl^is, Jaipes |}e8toved op lx>rd Mair in iparriag^^ 
K^ bieing a vldowec, tl»p Lady Mary Stiiart 
(sebpnd daughier o^ SIsme, Duke of Lenooxy^ 
^^ King's kinsiaaiiOit Pf whom Lord Mar had 
fifcpme dejeply epagio^red, not only oii accopnt 
p.f her beauty, bfit4)f her amiable qualities and 
^j|;hr^nk, . . 

Lord Mar, ^s wa#\the^Mp^rstitious jciisfonp of 
tih^e. tipaes, had Jlst^ife^d to the iioBS^nse of jm 
{talian £oniurer. ^ho ^showed hijn the limning^ 
pf a lady whom lie j9^kL Mar*s future sweetheart 
^nd wile resembled, Aud Mar thought it resem* 
bled the feature^ of Lady Mary. He had bearg 
^hai she ^as destined fpr another, and he wrol# 
a plaintive letter to the King»^sa\iug his health 
|iad sufiered froip the fear of a disappointmefil^ 
upon which Jgmes visited Lord Mar^aod in their 
epnyeRSfitiop fajd .in his emphatic nay, ^^ bjf' 
Qm^ Jf^i^k^ye sfiuripjf4^cfor ont/ iass in aw^ tA0 
fil^ndJ* Of cpiwspihpy were married,* 

July !^4(, 1595* King James committed to bis, 
Wie bis son Prince Henry Frederick,, in every 
tjbilig jre]i|itiPg jLo his government, by royal war«> 

* fhc tefiMed fain at SvtY, IwcftOM 1i« lidt • ton mho wwH %• 
:fM of MfiP ; t»iit .t>c Kmg Phmlti ihk ^r u)li^ k^r U w««M 
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rant, end ffiat amiable young Prince remaii^ej 
wkh Lord Mat* daritig liis non^age. 

Oil fhe i^eeegsion of James to the Britisli 
throne, and before he set out for En«^land, April 
4, 160S, he fftive orders for Prince Heary to re- 
main at Stiiitrfg tilth Lord Mar* ; but the Queen 
hsmg impatient to have the Prince in her OWtif 
fK^er, tvent to Stirling to brinff him away and 
oarry him (o England with her, but the trustee!^ 
appointed by Mar (who went personally to Lon« 
dbfv with the King), refused without the royal 
warrant to deliver him into her Majesty's handd, 
wbkh threw her into soch an agony of indigna-* 
tmk that she miscarried. {Bircnes^ Life of 
Prfnce Henrj/,) 

Ring James being informed of the accident^' 
ordered Lord Mar to return to Scotland, send-' 
itig the Duke of Lennox after bim with a royal 
v^akYant to receive the Prince and deliver hirA' 
to the Queen, which waar done ficcordingly iw 
the end of May, 

On the 4th of Jttne this year, the King gave 
Mar the blue ribbon d, or the Order of the &dr« 
ier^ and a goM key as his Cfaamberlafn for' 
Scotland, 1603. 

tn the year F6b6, his eldest son by bis second 
iMrriage wrtfa Lady Mary Stuart, was married ' 
td Lady Mary Douglas, Countess of Buchan in 
bef own right, she being the heiress of that honor . 
descended from James Stuart of Lorn, utbrine 
brother of James 11. of Scotland, by Queen Jane 
I^antagenet, (daughter of the Earl of Somerset, 
aWd grant! daughter of King Edward Itl. of 
Stiglatid), wbo was widow of King James I. of 
Scotland; by this marriage his son became Earl * 
€>f Buchan. This Earl of Buchan went, by thcr 
Kiing'^8 appointmeiit, with the young Charles^ 
PHiice of Wales, to Spain* 

• Ufidw iMrcnv-df bitf ILIeuteaaBt <3(^trli«# of llil ^iisile, ii>p. 
fOM4 1» be bk M», liord €hbtTiv»lr, rfml (Utt* 

Q3 
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' On the 17th of December, 1615, on the fall of 
Car, Earl of Somerset, the King gave the while 
staff, as Lord Treasurer of Scotland, to Lord 
Mar, which he retained upwards of .fifteen years^ 
when being old and infirm he resigned it into 
the hands of his Majesty, who then conferred it 
on the Earl of Morton. 

This faithful old nobleman and courtier lived 
several years after his retreat from public a&irst 
at his castle of Alloa, in Clackmannaoshirey ao4 
addicted himself to study and rural amusements^ 
having married his four daughters to the Earls of 
Marishal, Rothes, Strathmore, and Haddington, 
and established all his sons in very honourable 
employments. He died at his house in Stirling 
Castle, on the I4th of December, 1634, and was 
interred in the family chapel of Alloa, April 7th,, 
1635. There is a tine picture of him with the 
Order of the Garter in the house of Dryburgh 
Abbey, and one of Lady Mar. 

April 1st, 1608, he made his last will and 
testament. His eldest son was Earl of Mar, and 
had the Mar and Alloa estates, with the silver 
bason and ewer he had froni Queen Eliasabetti, 
at the baptism of King James VI. 

To his second son, the Earl of Buehan,>he 
gave the Hundred of Ochan, but saddled him 
with legacies to his younger brothers and sisters. 

His son Lord Cnrdross died before him*. To 
hi'* grandson Lord Cardrossf, he left as a memorial 
of his particular affection, t lie bason and e%ver of 
fortaise-shell^ he had from Queen Elizabeth at the 
i)«ptism of King James, or which was rather 
priven to his father to remain with his house, 
(family) along with all hi^t silver plate and fine 
tapestry. To,the Lord Erskinej:, his fhirest jew^el 
hegot jhom Henr) the Great of France. To Lord 
Cardross his grandson, the estates of Dr}burgh^ 

f ^€|lry Iiord Cardro^K. f Datid X^ord Car(^'<o»« 

I JUrdSisUacofGarriocb. 



Cambuskenneth, and Inchtnahomoe. To the' 
Countess of Mar, the fine jewel he bought iq 
London from Sir William Lerrick Lortly. I 
leave my heart to the Kind's Majesty, most hon-* 
oiirablyintreating his Highness to be a patron to 
my wife, that Hone do her wrong. So also I 
leave unto my sweet master the Prince, my eld* 
e«t Bou and his A^iV brothers and sisters, because 
their greatest honour is that they were brought 
up with him in our house at Stirling ; not doubt* 
ifig that, when time serves, if they be worthy 
themselves, seeing that their father was his faith- 
ful servant, he win lake care ot them. 

As the Earl of Mar died many years before 
Lady Mary his Countess, he left her a considei:* 
able jointure ; and in 16^5, King James, who al* 
w ays had the greatest regard for her on account of 
her father,* settled a pension on her of 5001. a year. 
' We must say a few words about nUiorj 
Lady Mary Stuart, Couatess of Mar, oSlAdf 
the King's cousin. On the gist of ^*»' 
July, the Lady Henrietta, her elder sister, was 
married to George, 6rst Marquis of Huntley, 
and Archbishop Adamson of the see of St. 
Andrews performed the ceremony ; and John 
£arl of Mar, Lord I^igh Treasurer, was made a 
conquest of by the Lady Mary. Her Ladyship 
was at first highly indignant at the Lord Trea- 
surer's boldness in presuming to pay his addresses 
to her; but as we have said above, King James 
interposexl and warmed the heart of the young 
lady to Lord Mar, and her ladyship accepted 
the hand of the Noble Earl about the feast of 
Christmas, 1563. Ihe King attended the cere- 
mony at Alloa Castle, and past his hqlydays with 
them. {Lodges^ lllustralionsof British History,} 
Lodge also says, Lord Mar shed tears on a much 
more, rational account than, about Lady Mary^ 

* His coutin aod faT«orite« Esme. Duke of Lennox* 
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wbf n he htord of tha edD^eqitetkMi ef Sir 
Walter lUleigh. 

Iq 1608^ the Counteai of Mar, attended b^ a 
number of ladies, was present at the solemiiity 
ofbapUsm of tbe King's eldest son. Prince Henry* 
Her Isidy9hip.had the honour of taking theyoun|f 
Pxince of Scotland in ber arms firom his pkee of 
p^ose, apd gave him ov-er to the Duke of Len* 
Qox, who presented him to the amhassadors • 

The followi^ account of Lady Nary is taken 
from a history hy James Soromer ville of Drumy 
XI tb Lord Sommerville ^^^^ 

^^ John Earl of Mar marries for his second- 
wife Dame Marie Stuart, sister to the Duke of 
JLennox,* who being of a hasty spirit, disdained' 
that the children begotten on %er ^ould be any 
wise inferior, either as to honour or estate to her 
lord's children by his first wife. Dame Arabelhi: 
Murray^ He leaves no means unassayed to ad* 
vaiice their fortunes. The Lords Livingstone^ 
£lphinstone. Torphichen^ and the present Earl 
af Mar, ean best testify whose estate that lady 
Tfent near to have ruined, as she wholly did thalf' 
o/ Lord Somroerville. The means that gave Ibe 
first opportunities thereunto, was during the time 
the Earl of Mar made his residence at WalHstoun^ 
within ClydeadaLe, these lands then belongine • 
to him for his recreation at bewkivg^ in whiea 
8|iort he exercised himself much when bis Ma* 
jtsfy's pkasure or Rtaie affairs, in whichi he watt 
n^ueh eiaplioxed:, allowed his lovdshtip to follow 
that aport. Mr Sommervitie states that the con« 
ftdeoee of his predeeessor wa^ gained by Lord 
Mar^ andt being inforniied of the dilapidated situ* 
ajLion of his ai&irs, resolved either by purciiase or ' 
niarfiage, to make the Lordship of 8o«MnervilIe ' 
hja owtt. In< offder to this design, he often in* 
vited Lord Sonunerville and bis Ladj- tO' VValtia^ 
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tdnn, irfcere fliejr^rere cotirteonsly received and 
nobly entertained by the Earl or Mar and Ma 

tedV} vho, albeit she was extremely {vroiid and 

« « « • « 

yet in. point of courtship and civility, her ladyw 
ship was short of none. Lord Sommerville had a 
daughter who was regarded as his beii^ess. The 
Lady Mar professed the service of her eideat son 
James, afterwards Earl of Bucltan, a yoiHi|^ 
mMeman mnch about her own age at the Coliero 
of St. Andrews ; this motion beings made in the 
presence of her parents, she was pleased to an- 
swer the same by a low saliHation to the Lady ' 
Mar, and a look to lAem which abundantly de* 
clared her respect for the one, and reverence for 
the other, and Lord Gilbert and hii^ lady never 
consulted the little reason they had, (for the 
tfqth is they never were masters of much^j but 
ssatched at the bait. A contract was entered 
upon, in which the estate and honours of Som* 
nserviile were agreed l)y his lordship to be set« 
tied on hts daughter at the fulfilment of the mar- 
riage, which was in tbefirst place^prevcnted by my 
lord's embassy to England { and after that was 
e^ot over by the extreuie jouth of his son, he bet- 
ing caUed only sixteen, tl^ough he coukl not be 
more than ten at that period. We are farther 
inforraed by the same author, that Lord Mar, 
having gained over Lord Sommerville, be bought 
his whole estate for 46,666 pounds Scots, br 
£^JS88 sferting. To accomplish this matter^ 
I^ord SosnnrervHle went to Atloa^ in 161^, at* 
Christmas, where many friends of Lord Mar 
Were celebrating that holiday. They still talked ' 
of the marriage after the purchase was made, but 
Lady Mar's eldest son's ineltnation to travel was 
given as a reason for putting it oft* for the pre* ' 
sent; it never afterwards took place. Lord Mar 
being an old roan at the time of his marriage ' 
irith the Lady Mary^ he died at StirMajg, Dec» 
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]4(h, 1634, and, as we have.said, was interred at 
Alloa Castle. Weare told by Scot of Scotstarvet^ 
that bis chief dclic^ht was in hunting, and he 

frocared an act of Parliament, tliat none should 
unt within divers miles of the Kings's house in. 
Stirling Castle; yet often that which is most: 
pleasant to man is often his overthrow, for walk- 
ing in his own hall, a dog threw him off his feet 
and lamed his leg, of which he died ; and at hi& 
burial a horse having run through the company^ 
his special chamberlain, Alexander Stirling, fell , 
off his horse and broke his neck. Knox in his 
own way called Lady Mary a Jeaebel/' 

Lady Mary wrote many letters ; among the 
rest one to her son. Sir Charles Ers^kine of Alva, 
ftom Stirling Castle, where she chiefly resided 
after Lord Mar's death. She says to Sir Charlea 
(he W8S the great favourite of his mother,) 
** The does in the park long for you ; so do L*' 
(Part of the following are taken from the house- 
hold book of Mr George Monogram^ Her lady- 
ship's son, the Honourable Sir Arthur Erskine 
of Scotscraig, married Margaret, daughter of 
Sir James |iuchanan of Scott^craig, by whom he 
had three sons — John, William, and Charles* 

James Er^kine, Earl of Buchan, to his mother, 
addressed to the Right Honourable the Countess 
of Mar, dated London, 22d October, 1633 ; it is. 
in Dr\ burgh Abbey. 

** Maw AM,-- 1 dare boldly affirm 1 never did 
neglect any business your ladyship w as pleased 
to command me, and in this particular especially 
concerning your ladyship's pension, for 1 know I 
have done as much, and with as great haste as 
was possible to any whatsoever to have done at , 
this time, and till 1 received your ladyship's let* 
ter, 1 thought you had known of this six >veeka 
ago; but, Madam, 1 am confident you received 
my last letters which 1 sent by James Brown, my 
Lord of Rothes' man^ but of this 1 will say na 
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more, for it is fitting for me to luSer what you 
please to lay on me. As for that case of James 
otoart's roume^ (suppose fsirm) I was inrormed, 
I suppose by George Baird, but 1 knew not well 
that it was Abraham Stuart's desire to me to take 
his roume, for he was not able to labour it him* 
sell) find that in respect he was asking me great 
rents, that I should forgive him part and he would 
pay the rest. Now, William Erskine being de* 
sirous to have it for silver denticj I was content 
to let him have it, paying one hundred marks for 
the chalder, for 1 know it pays only meal, but 
since 1 perceive it is otherwise than I expected^ 
and that Abraham Stuart is %villing to part with 
his roume, I will write a/?e letter* to William 
Erskine, and 1 know he will give back the ri«^ht 
he had of me, and therefore you may do in it what 
yoii think best. As for my own business here, I 
am to have a new commission, which I think will 
en^d the business very shortly ; ^ut one thing 1 
must let your ladyship understand, 1 ani so much 
beliolden to my Lord Treasurer, that I am not 
able to express it, for if yoiir ladyship was in this 
place YOU could do no more than he has done. 
Tbereu>re 1 think your ladyship had better write 
arte letter of thanks to him lor his kindness to me^ 
which 1 know he will take well, and will make 
him continue more, his noble favours to me. I 
think before this comes to your hands, my Lord 
of Binning will be corned home. 1 did not meet 
him at all, for 1 was forced eiiher to stay here 
and play my business or else lose it, so 1 could 
hot go to the Bathe (Bath) to see him. 1 have 
no news to write, so I humbly take my leave. 
Your ladyship's humble and affectionate son^ 
and servant, 

(Signed) « BUCHAN. 

." P.S.— On Friday last, my wife was brought 
to.bed of ane daughter." 
-James Earl of Buchan to the Countess of 



m 

IMfar, Dowager at Drybiir^fi, ckitcd Parh^ lHhi 
June, 163^— 

*^ Madam, — My depai-tnre from Ei]s;laiid Wftr 
10 suddco (with Prince Charles), that I had 
scfirce time to write that letter I wrote to youir 
]aci>9htp. Then now, madam, be pleased U>kuow 
that I have been here these three months ab6tt4 
some pf my master^s affairs, and by bis eoiaiiia»d 
I am going within this fortnight to Spain* It t» 
not pertinent for me to write more particularly ^ 
but if I had the honour and happiness to be witb^ 
you, I should let vou know what whereat I am^ 
assured you would be glad of.* There befel me 
here one most unfortunate accident; for beings 
asleep in my bed, about midnight 1 wa» almost^ 
brunt (burnt) in- my bed before I was aware, yef 
I thank God 1 escaped, only being:a little scalded, 
hut my misfortune was that the greatei* part of 
my moneys 1 had for my provision I lost, for be>» 
fore i could get time to save any, I think the fire 
was so violent that nolK>dy durst venture to save 
any thing* This has put me to my shifti^^so that^l 
was forced to borrow money for my proyisio%' 
and could have none but irora Scots merchants, 
60 iha^t it must be paid in Scotland. If yotut' 
ladysliip knew the pain I am in, you would ptljr 
Qie, for on Saturday i have received letters front 
the King to make baMe to begone, k that of Be>* 
c^Bsity 1 must obey, and I have no other remedy 
to |ie extortioned but bv our Scots mercbanra- 
here^ New, madam^ believe this a*» I am ft 
diristian, it stands me no less tl)aft my ruin, my 
honour, and reputation, the repayment of these 
moiieys ; how mucb there shall be of it you. shall 
know ill my next, and madam for this favoor 
which 1 expect from your ladyship or any of my: 
frienrds'in Scoriand ; secondly, I do here promise 

# AjMifi^'to Ibe intended m&rriifgt of tli# Prkoe oiWalet^^t*^^ 
Ibe iBfaattt ol'Spaui^wbieb ncvor took ^accu 



fiKthfuUy^ tbat j# toon ai I ooroe to Spain witb 
all the possible haste that can be, out of ihefimt 
iiHNie}'« i aoi to receive there (where 1 an to re- 
ceive reasonable store)) 1 shall basteo ibote 
moneys to Scotlaod^ to jour ladyMp -or «iy 
I/ord^ of Rothes and Kins^horn, ivith all hairta 
that can be ioiagined. Yet 1 know my moaeya 
cannot come in time from Spain to pay tboa^ 
moneys. I take here presently at the day ap» 
pij^iuted, the failing of which will be my utter 
ruin and dts^^race. bere in Spain ; therefore^ 
madam^ for the love ofOod, and as ever you will 
tliink me worthy of the title of your son^ tail me: 
Qot at this time. 1 have written to my Lord of 
llotliesand Kinghom to |his same e&ct, who I, 
hope will jioin with you for the lifting of these 
mpneys only for one term, and I protest to Gody 
IjBhall have money to you before the next. So^ 
dear madam, let me once again on my knees bejp 
this favour pf you, and 1 will protest to God 1. 
ahall perform all 1 have promised your ladyship, 
Bow the doing this business^ or not doing it, is 
^e ruijiing or makji^ my fortune, and so 1 pray- 
you to .convey it, for I protest to God that it is 
80^ for if 1 were with you that I might say what 
I dare not write, I know 1 need not so fear tb« 
granting my desire. 

' ^^ My brother Alexander knows all this to be 
true 1 have written, and I believe he will answer' 
fiir the performance of all 1 have written-^when*. 
ever you will do me the honour to write to me^ 
my brother Alexander will cause send them to 
me. Would to God 1 were but an hour with^ 
yba» for I am certain it would give you a great 
deal of satisfaction if things fall right, as. 1 am 
CimSdent they shalL It may be 1 see your lady* 
ship sooner than you could imagine. 1 being; 
going so long a journey, 1 will say no more^ at 
ttbis jDmi^) only 1 pray God to bless you^ and %U 
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your company. So I humbly rest your ladyship^s 
Biost fiiithfursofi and humble servant, 

(Signed) *♦ BUCHAN/' 

On the fiide of the letter, 

^ 1 cannot yet Mrrite hour much money I will 
take tt]> here, but as 1 think it will be about ten; 
or twelve thousand marks,— (one mark Scots is 
JSd;, and « plack about £600.^) 

Lord Buchan at the time he Wrote from Paris, 
was on his way to Spain with Prince Chdrles, 
afterwards Charles I., to ask the hand of the 
Infanta of Spain in marriage ; but that embassy 
failed. Charles was generally called the baby at 
that time, from his father King James always 
calling him by that appellation. 

Memorandum written about the year 1638, 
from Maria Douglas, Countess and heiress of 
Buchan, to her mother-in«law, Lady Mar ; it is 
s^ned in the old way with the Countess' maiden, 
name, and seems to be written on her delitb bed» 

^^ Dear Madam, — ^^Stnce I (am) almost past 
hope ever to see your ladyship, or ever to have 
the occasion ofi^red which 1 could bare wished 
to have sooner, my thankfulness for your lady- 
stiip's great favours towards me, I aim forced to 
write now, having little or no hope of any farther 
time to show my desires* For 1 having founds 
your ladyship^s Kindness and help to be great in 
all concerneu me, 1 mu5$t now in my greatest ne-* 
ces«sity beg yout prayers for me, that I may ever 
continue more beholden to your ladyship than to 
any else. 1 am certain I need not recommend 
my greatest worldly carie to your ladyship, which 
is the well (fare) and education of my children,- 
for I have ever found your motherly affection to* 
wards me and them, that 1 persuade myself that* 
they shall never %vant a loving mother as long as 
it shall please God to preserve your ladyship to 
them. 1 have no desire more earnest which 1 shall 
still pray and wish for to my last, having it in of 
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>i|jr g:reif.e8t regrets that. 1 cannot ha?e the enn- 
tentinent tosee your ladyship^ yel I caitnot be da* 
prtvad of bearing: my beet wishes to your ladyship, 
%vbich none shall go tarther in than 1, who ever 
is your most affectionate and obedient dangliter, 
(Signed) "MARIE DOUGLAS/' 

In Pinket*ton*8 Scots Gallery, there is a por- 
trait of this Mary Douglas, Counters of Bucliaii, 
engraved by Harding; the dress is evidently of 
the time of Charles 1.; it is supposed to have 
been painted by Uliver, %vho' flourished from 
1620 to 1650. This lady succeeded her father in 
1601, s^ys Pinkerton, being a minor about the 
vear 1615, : 8he married James Erskine, son of 
ix>rd Mar, the Treasurer* This Countess died 
in England, anno 16^8, aa may be seeo from her 
son; James being served heir to her in September 
that year.* 

. Lord Mar, eldest son by his former mamagd 
l^ith, Lady Arabella Murray, was 

1. John Earl of Mar. 

Lady Mary had seven sons — 
, S. James Earl of Buchan. 

3. Henry Lord Cardross and Dryburgh, ta 
whom his fother assigned that Peerage, and from 
whom the pi*esent Earl of Buchan, LordErbktne, 
and Earl ilosiin are descended. 

<^. Colonel Alexander Erskine, blown up at 
Dunglass, in 1640. There is a picture of himin 
full length in the house of Dryburgh Abbey* lie 
was tent muster to the army, now culled quarter 
master general. 

\ 5« Sir Charles Erskine of Alva, Knight, who 
mairied the daughter of Sir Thomas Hope of 

Cragyball. 

. ' . • ' .■ . • . 

a There h an originiil pictiire of her at Bry burgh, vrith ihiriis^ 
scriptioD on the back : — *' Puriraiture of IJudy Mary I>oagU|«, 
CounteM of Auchan, the which was presented tu me by my kiusoian 
of iliir, generootly painted to the Hie by one i'bo|)er. 

(Signed) *' Cabj^sOM) iSS7%.** 
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6. Sir John Erskine, who nmrriod Mtrgatcft 
Iviirib, beirefia of Ottertowii, in S^ife. 

7. Sir Arl4viir Erskine ^ Scoucnrig. 

S« WUtiani Erdkine, 'Cufi bearer t^ Hmg 
Charles 11., and master of tha charter biHi^ei 
London* 

The Earl of Mar dtod tiiany yearb before Ludy 
Mar fthe lived the rest of her life iti Mat's hoesd 
til Stirling Castle. Lord Mar left her n t&t* 
atderable jointure, and in 16^5, King Jaanes who 
always bM the greatest regard for her^ settled tt 
pension on her of ^500 a year. 

We are not told in what year^be died* 
Hittoryof ^ . We now procejKl to H^nry Era^ 
RYBrr KTiie. first Lofti) CjiRD BOSS, third SOU 
h^^' of John Earl of Mar, by Lady Mafjf 
CiudMM. Simtiy thte King's ooiisin. James VI., 
amongst other instances of royal farour, th^ 
Lord Titeas<irer Mar had the honour and title of 
Cardross confeiTed upon him, and the estate of 
Dr} burgh Abbey, by a charter tinder the grteat 
seal of the lordirhip. He had likewise the old 
Abbey of Dr) burgh, and the charter ht^d% Clitrt 
t^'a moor, ^., and tithes. 

He married Margaret, only danghter of Lord 
Uallendean* of Droughton, and sister of first 
Lord Ballendean, by wfaoni he had a soii, Datid^ 
his heir, and ane daughter, Mary, married to Sir 
James Buchanan of Buchanan* This lord sat 
in Parliament in his fat))er*s life time, in conse^ 
^enceof the right granled to his father/ W^' 
cannot help mentioning a very curious oldclockf 
be inherited from bis tiither, still in the hotstse of 
Dryborgh Abbey ; k is quite different from any 
other clock, the bours rise and set like the sun^ 
and Feem carried round by little houriu It baa 
the following ioscripttom-^* 

a His detcemUnt btcsjn* Dnlbe of jtoiiwwgbi, ipiBtdirtcly hifcta 

3ir 9M9m h»u Ken ^ . 
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TM winged' hoarrfv«««p!og1^ glYr^t^c, , 

As they perform tbeir crxty miniite race ; 

At the BAHie instant when' they cornet tfaey'lse past, 

£ach other they pttrsoe* purswd as i^Oi 

Pividing by their swift and r^stlesn flight, . ■ * 

Time's shortest measures of both day and sight* 

But though- these' hours pa#s aivt retimi' agasH, 
To hope the like for those tve -pass wece Tain,. 
And for the future which of us can-gite" 
Himself assurance be an hour shaTI hva<; 
See then, thou use the present pidusfyj 
For on this moment hanga eitrntky. 

. %4Q^d Qardrpc^sdied in 1 6:^8^ and was &ucce^e4 
by his son ; tliere i^ a picture of hnn at Dryburgli,, 
History of D^vid, second Lpi^ Gardross, wjjia 
Davai ' got charters under the great seal of th^; 
t^Mfd whole estate of Drvburgh^ inter lOd^ix 

Gatdrost. ^^d 1670. 

In 1645 he married Ann, daughtei: of Sir Johni 
I^O:pe of Cragyhail, by whotn he had a son, Henrjl 
l|t» heir, and a daughter, married to Willi^tt^ 
Cojijiingham of Bognham, E!sq. 

In 1665^ his Lordship iiiarrie4Mary,.daus:.ht^; 
of George Bruci?,, brother to twa Karis of Kirk-, 
cardine, by whom he had four sonjS. a^id tbreei 
cVaughters. We have already mentioned Henry,,, 
hi3 eldest son, ancestor of the. Pringles of Toi'^' 
woodlee. , 

2. Colonel William. E.rskine, Qovemc^r of? 
BlackoBSs,, ancestor of $ir WiUtam ErskUiQ of 
Torey. 

S» CalonelJohn Sr^klne of Carnock, Deput>^ 
Governor of Stirling Castle, and af^rwards ofi 
Dumbarton. 

4. Captain Charles; Erskine, wl^o was kUle4} 
at th^, battle of Steinkirk, in the y^ar oif gmix^ 
1692. 

His Lordship's daughters, were — 

1. Virooica, married to Walter I^ockhart of 
Kirkton, Esq, in Lanarkshire. 

2. Magdaline, married to Alexander Many- 
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penny, Esq. brPitmilly, in the kingdom of Fife. 

S. Mary Erskine, unmarried. 

There is a small memorandum in the hand- 
writing of his first wifV, Ann Hope, still extant at 
Drybufgh Abbey — 

Ane pftir of lilk fttockiogi of deep ccarlet, 
Ane pair of grey hutf bote, 
Ane sbirt and neckioib» ") f«« 

Ane hoie of Perth, > u V"^a 

Half a dozcD pair of coloured glovci, J ""«»»«"a* 
(Singed wilh her maiden namej ANNA HOP£, 

David, Lord Cardross, sold part of the lands 
of Drybnrgh to Halihurton of Newmains, called 
the Mill and Mill Haugh Lands, whereon the 
l^resenthonseof Drybnrgh isbuilt. Mis Lordship 
lived in part of the old Abbey called the Scrip* 
toriumand Library, the Abbotts Parlour and the 
Monks* Dormitories. He departed this life in 
TGf 1, and was succeeded by his eldest don, 
Henry. There is a picture, cabinet size, of this 
David, second Lord, in the house of Drybuigh 
Abbey ; it is a copy by Wales, from the original 
in the possession of 8ir William Ei^kiue of Tory, 
Hifiorr of Henry, third Lord Cardross, who 
Henry was a great favourite of King Wil- 
Liord liam the 111. of whom (among Princes) 

Cttrdr9i'. there were few better judges of mili- 
tary merit. This wise King made him one of 
his privy councillors and general of his mint for 
Scotland. He was a colonel of dragoons, (the 
standard of his regiment was in the possession 
of the late David Steuart Erskine, Earl of 
Buchan. The author saw it at Kirkhill, in 
West Lothian, in 1780. His Lordship ga>e it to 
the Society of Scottish Antiquaries, when he 
formed that Society at Edinburgh.) He lived 
in the mint house, fldinburoh. 

This Henry, third Lord Cardross, was one of 
the commissioners appointed by Parliament to 
treat of the union with England ; but which at 
that time did not take place. 
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Ht» Lord»lup ro»med Kalherine, daughter of 
Sir James Lemru Steuart of Kirkhill, in West 
Liothian, Bari.y(Hud heiress to that estate aiher 
fiither's death)^ oy whom be had four sons and 
threes daughters; his and his wife's pictures are 
at Dryburgh. 

His cousin, the Earlof Mar, wrote bim the foU 
lowing, still in the bouse of Dryburgh, datfed 
Kilmarnock, March S7, I680| about fines imposed 
upon him by James Yll. 

"My Lord, — As I said before, it is ray opinion 
that your Lordship^ should give commission as 
soon' as possible to some friend you trust, for 
getting Hiat affair betwixt you and the Treasurer 
Depute Ishoi; and whom you commission can 
give surely safer advice to jfour coming to 
Edinburgh than I can at this distance. In the 
mean time you may stay a little while, till he or 
.they are instructed farther, for at present I fear 
the field is not very safe. I cannot but fear at 
present lest this schema should miscarry. I beg 
your lordship may consider your own advantage, 
and the safetj/ of your friends that is engaged 
for you f — by the sending of x^ommission quickly, 
for the longer you delay it, the worse it is for us 
both. Let me hear from you as soon an possible. 
I am, my dear lord, your most affectio.iate 
cousin and faithful friend, 

(Signed) "MAR. 

"For ray Lord Cardross." 

Another letter to his Lordship is in the house 




It'iLnier^ dated six o*clock at night, Perth, the 
2lst of August, 1589— 

" My Loan, — I am ordered by Major General 
L^anier, to desire your Lordship to use all your 
endeavour to get a man sent to Dunkelil, to de* 
sire these soldiers of Lord Angus^ regiment to 
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ke^ good heart and defend themselves ixi the 
ittino§tor their power even to the last itian, and 
to asmire them that they shaHbe sure of relief the 
morrow by fotir o*clock in the afternoon, and rAat 
they may be confident of. I have nothing. to add*^ 
but that 1 am, my Lord^ your Lordtsfaip^s niost 
humble servfint, 

(Signed) «G. HAMILTON/' 

For bit Majtsty't Senrice. 1 
To my Lord Cardrost tMs» y 

There is another to Henry, third' Lon) Gan 
dross, in the house af Drybiirgh Ahh^yj^' fro« 
iGeneral Mackay, Commander4ii»Ciuef in $gx^ 
land — 

( Ea:tract,)^** You arc desired to send up t^vo (^tardi at ara at 
St. Joho*s Tuwn, twenty barrels of ^au-der, if tli^ra are b6 lau^lL 
witb at man^ shcHi or barrvU of lead^ and make con/hrm, with aQ 
tba meal that lye ready at St. JohnVTuwtH and shall caii«e cmiN'Yir 
t4iat m$gasi»eaad prnviMoq, and a lOOfiretoeM of Mar'» r^ipra*f, 
commanded by two caplains and other officers eonfoim, and- Se 
horsa and dragoons, and shall diKpatcb them away U)-niorrow 
morning, being the SOth of AugosK — Given at Biair, the '29\h of 
Augitf V 1689. 

(Sidled), " MACKAT. 

For his Majesty's Service. 

To the Officer commanding 
in-diief at ^. Jofan*s Town. 

** PosUcript. — Send up all the spades, and shovels,- and axes .!• 
hsw timber, thai can be had at Si. Jo!m*s Town, and such as' eam^ 
from Edinburgh, to make soma fortiikatioos to SkyCastlcv MMt 
write to Colonel Tuoker to send 500 men, * * * * 
(ilUgibte) \\i% enemy are^way to Loc4)aber, and separatedjibr 
ou^sbt we can learn. I am about disarming this connt^, v^ith^fc 
wluch wc' cannot be sure -of them-«-«ta bring all their arm* upon. 
oath. 1 intend to lenve the whole regiment of Giencaim hptt fo» 
a small garrison would not be re^itoied, ^-^(^Doqfiettcd on the bach 
<«— ** Mttjor General Mnckay to nty Lord Caidrogs, 29th August, 
1689i received at ten 4)*tiock at night uum day.*') 

This Lord had the charter chiest of William,' 
third Earl of Buchan, who Was imprisoned for 
life In S^tirlihg castle, for asslHting James Vll, 
again($t .King WitliaiH III., a receipt for urhich* 
is in the house of Drj burgh Abbey. 



ing. . J. 
►wn.' J 




Tbtf fi«fl tff BuoImii'i cbarttr cintt wm bnwgbt nff 
t9 tlie'^asUe f of Ediaborgb) to mo on the 21a day of Dccembcra^ 
1978 jrears. ' It came from Mr George Campbell of- Cane Oowrie.' 
tfdfoeate, bis' boose wbere it had stood about' a year from the tintf 
thmX Mr James Campbell^ who married my l4B4y,Bocban«. get i| 
from Sir. James Baird of Newbaitb, in whose custody it was for 
several years before. There is at the coming to my bands ni 
papers of any moment in it — they are all such as they are to' be 
finnid with this paper» except an act of Paclinment, 1688y'retifyiBg 
a decree of redoction and declaritor, prooounoed by the Itforda of 
Session, amni the proceeding of the £arl of Buchan and bis sue* 



fSigned) "CARDROSS." 

(^DofptetUd^** Meorataadam ancni the Earl of Bochan*B char- 
ter .chest.*'} 

» 

The following curious letter was written by 
jLady Veronica Erskine, afterwards Lady V* 
Lockbart, to her brother Henry, third Liord 
Cardross, concerning the pillaging of the castle 
of Cardrods by the opposite party, those in favour 
of King James VII. ; it is beautifully written. 
. , '^ My Lord, — Blessed be God, your lady is 
as well as she ever was in this condition, that she 
18 in I ■ I ' ^ There would an express have 
been sent sooner, but we did not get a particular 
account of all these persons names until this day, 
which now we have got very exactly, having got# 
ten them from one of themselves, whose name is 
David Wannox, slater to hia employment ^ his 
nmxae is in the information which was sent, and 
be intreats it may be put out again ; he swears 
that he and many others of them knew not where 
they were going until the^f were beneath the ewes^ 
fiBci he says he came not in within this house, but 
«tayed all the time of the rest being h^re in 
James Dick'sr 'Tis liise you will, think thi^ a 
very sorry account, considering the information 
that you sot before, but all is written which can 
be proved by witnessrs ; as for the brew house 
window, William Stainson says he cannot swea^ 
they broke it up, tho* he is certain he locked it 
the night before, and the next morning he found 

H 
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it open, and the key of the door in his pocket, 
and the womeh^s house door was also locked, but 
the key was in it, and it was found open. There. 
18 none that was witnesses to the breaking down 
of the hay stack, but several will depone that 
they, did see their horses eat of it, they did 
neither draw sword nor dirk. You desired to 
know if they took away any thing, which none 
can say they did ; but, however, Mrs Edmon- 
stoun does miss a cradle blanket which she can- 
not get in all the house, (his 1 thought fit to make 
mention of, because you are desirous to know 
anent this particular.^ The man who told us of 
these persons names, says they all came out of 
Downe, about eleven o'clock at night, and he 
said also that all the countrymen of them dwells 
in my Lord Murray's grounds, so that Achonleck 
had no men here ; nor for what we learn he has 
had no hand in this affair, although we have no 
reason to expect better if not wors« from hfip. 
All the soldiers belong to Lithgow's regiment, 
(the Third Foot Guards)^ but we know net 
whose company they are in ; but that may easily 
be got notice of since the name of the corporal is 
inserted amongst the rest. AllwasdoneatKristie's 
instance, except the breaking up of the stable 
door, which was at Snow's instance. Now, I 
think all the particulars of your letter is answer- 
ed, and if any thing has escaped my memory, 
let me know and I will do my endeavour to sa- 
tisfy you in it. Your lady desires me to show 
you that person which ye write about, was a year 
and a half in that place, or if not fully so much to 
her certain knowledge seven quarters. She in- 
treats if you be not already, that you would go 
to Torrie or some other country place,' and her 
being uncertain ; but ye are in Torrie has made 
her to send the post boy that way. She desires 

* Taken for a horse olotli. 
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ve would dispatch the boy as soon as can be« 
There are two summons of abjuration cpme, 
whereof one of them is from Sir George Nichol- 
son, and the -other from Putton ; the extract of 
that paper shall be sent with the Stirling carrier* 
Your lady intreats you to have a good care of 
yourself, which I hope ye will do ; ye know how 
much it tends to her satisfaction and your own 
advantage, both whose welfare 1 most sincerely 
wish, and doth from my heart wish that it were 
in ray power to be serviceable to either of you, 
which should be most willingly done by her who 
is, my ].fOrd, your unalterably affectionate sister 
and servant to power, 

(Signed) '' VERONICA ERSKINE/' 
'' P.S. — Receive the decreets and lists." 
During the reign of James VI L Lord Cardrosd 
was imprisoned four years, for not paying up 
some fines that were levied on him. We find 
tlie following memorial of Katherine Lady Car- 
dross for his release, from, I believe, Edinburgh 
Castle; it is in the house of Dryburgh — 

*'' The Lord Cardross being in August last to be 
released from his four year's confinement, upon 
the granting surety for his fines, (for the non- 
payment of which he had been formerly outlawed, 
albeit he always ofi*ered to pay the same, he be« 
ing set at liberty), the Earl of Mar, by agree- 
ment with Sir William Sharp, his Majesty's 
cai»h'keeper,* was to grant bond for the said 
lord's fines, and to have a gift of his escheat in 
bis own name, which was accordingly past the 
exchequer, and Sir William empowered to de- 
liver it up to the said earl at his granting of said 
bond. 

" Then the said earl, in performance of the 
agreement, did grant his bond to Sir William for 
the said lord's fines, he demanded the foresaid 

* Depaty Treasurer. Supposed to be the ancestor of the Sharps 
of Huustoo, in West X40ihuiO. 
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rift of eteheat) which Sir Willism told him he 
had foiig;ot to bring with him, but would deliver 
it when called for, and immediately signed an 
order for that end ; upon which the earl could 
not be doubting the performance from a man of 
his reputation. 

** Afterwards the earl's assents called seyeral 
times for the gift, but was stiU delayed ; and at 
last refused. And now finds that there is a gift 
of the same escheat procured from his Majesty^ 
in favour of John Maitland, Duke of liauden^ 
dale's brother's son, which is contrary to the 
agreement made in the name, and by the au*- 
thority, of his Majesty's treasurer and exchequer. 
<^ In this gift granted to Mr Maitland, his Ma- 
jesty declares that he will assist Lady Margaret 
Cunningham, wife to the said John Maitland, 
against any entail made by Sir Louis Stuart, her 
grandfather, by which the Lady Cardross, her 
mother's sister, now possesses his estate, and^^is 
confirmed therein by his Majesty, under the 
broad seal, and which is in all points valid ac- 
cording to the law of the nation, and is conceived 
thus:— 

'^ The said Sir Louis Stuart's son died un« 
married, and his eldest daughter, who was mar- 
ried to the Earl of Glencairn, dying without sons, 
(having only a daughter, now wife to Mr Mait» 
land) — his second daughter, married to Lord 
Cardross, having several sons, hath now un- 
doubted right, by virtue of the said entail, to her 
fhther's whole estate, to which she hath several 
years possessed without dispute till now her sis- 
ter's daughter is married to — Lauderdale's son. 
<' Mr Maitland and his friends knowing that 
there is nothing more ordinary, nor allowed and 
asserted by the laws of Scotland, than an entail 
of this nature, finds it not safe to throw them^ 
selves wholly on the issue of an ordinary suit at 
law, being conscious of their groundless preteu- 
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tioad, bat procures this gift from his M ajertjFi 
whereby vainly thinking to force the Lord Car- 
dross to comply with so illegal and ridiculous 
demands* And further to palliate their extraya* 
gant demands, b» it were by his Majesty's couiif 
tenance, puts in a clause whereby his Majesty 
declares that he will assist Lady Margaret &ua« 
nin^ham in the foresaid entail^ contrary to his 
Majesty^s practice, who never alloweth any en* 
croachment upon the destinations of any of his 
subjects as to their estates, or maintain one sub- 
ject against another in private concerns, nor 
wotects any breach of agreement. The Lord 
Cardross hath t^se six years past besides these 
soSered many hard things, which for brevity sake 
he forbears to mention now." - 

We now give what is called in the paper itself 
a double— >*^ A double of the King's letter^so far 
SB concerns Lord Cardross. — James Rex." . 

^^ Glad particularly that you take exact trial 
of those informations concerning conventicle^^ 
and other unlawful grotesses at and near Cardross 
and Kirkhill,-^we are informed that by your or- 
der some of our guards did in the house of Car- 
dross apprehend and bring to reason one King, 
(a chaplain) who was set at liberty upon caution 
to appear ; and seeing the Lord Cardross, in a 
peremptory petition, complain»^of the apprehend- 
ing of that man, whom weare informed he owned 
to be his domestic chaplain, you shall require that 
Lord Cardross bring him back to prison ; and 
you shall not give over until that business of 
keeping conventicles at and near Cardross be ex^ 
actly traced, and according to law duly punished. 

^« Given at our Court of Whitehall, the 28d 
September, 1674, and of our reign 26.*' 

We here give a letter which is in the house of 
Dry burgh, to Lady Cardross^ from one of thft 
lords of his Majesty's privy council about hef 
lord^-^the. name is^ unfoctonately torn off^ oe. 
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perhaps never was signed at all — dated only 12th 
February. 

• " Madam, — Because I know that your lady- 
ship probably could expect no service to be ill 
mv power to pay you, save to give you an account 
dfyour lord's amiir, and that i have very urgent^ 
business to go about just now, I have cliosen to 
let y(5u know it this way rather than by waiting 
upon you. The council have written to the King 
to take notice of the paper, and trust that your 
chaplain was Mr King, who was hanged^ and to 
take such course to vindicate the council and his 
own authority, that this maybe put a stop to any 
thing tike it for the future, 1 did not stay to sign 
the letter — this is all ; and now let me advise 
your ladyship (though it be saucy enough for me 
to pretend to do it), to write to my lord to find 
some way of softening the King, which is all that 
can be hoped to do good by. 1 heartily wish your 
ladyship and your family extricate out of so many 
troubles as are now upon you, for I assure you 1 
wish very well both to my lord, to your ladyship, 
and all yoii concerning. I am your ladyshrp's 
most humble Hervant." — (We believe this waa 
written by Lord Mar, but are not certain.) 

. We now come to a paper which explains the 
whole of this case ; it is headed '' Information of 
Lord Cardross — his case." 

" The Lord Cardross was in August 167,5 fined, 
by the council of Scotland, in £1000 sterling, for 
bis lady having been at two conventicles kept in 
her own house by her chaplain, at which Lord 
Cardross was not present ; he was farther fined 
by the council in £11% 10s. sterling, for his ten- 
ants being at conventicles ; he was also then 
imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle, where he con* 
tinned four years. In August 1677, he was also 
fined by the council of Scotland in the half of his 
valued rent, for his lady causing baptism to one 
of their children by non-conforming ministers^ 
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wheb the Lord Curdross was a prisoner, and had 
no access thereto* These being the tines imposed 
upon the Lord Cardvoss, and grounds for which 
they ^ere inflicted, he is hopeful that his four 
year*8 imprisonment will be thought suflScient 
punishment for any thing he id Faid to be guilty 
of; — and that therefore his Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to discbarge the Lord Car- 
dross. His family and ancestors have in all limes 
been moj^t loyal. ' The late Lord Cardross 
(father to this lord) had been one of those few 
who dissented to the delivery up of his late Ma«. 
jesty Charles I. in the year 1646. He was also 
a promoter of the engagement , of 1648, for his 
Majesty's relief, and therefore debarred the Par- 
liament in 1619, and fined in above £1000 ster« 
ling, besides many other things which he and his 
estate suffered for his Majesty, during the late 
^roubles. Sir Lewis Stuart of Kirkhill, (whose 
family this lady Cardross represents), was a per- 
9on of untainted lov'alty, wherefore was fined by 
the late usurper (Cromwell) in J^IOOO sterling, 
and the houses of Cardross and Kirkhill by him 

f;arri8oned, the first whereof was almost demo<» 
ished by it. And lastly, in the late rebellion his 
Majesty's forces were quartered upon the Lord 
Cardross*8 lands of Kirkhill, whereby the Lord 
.Cardross's . tenants, (though neither rebels nor 
non-conformists) were, damnified in above £500 
sterling ; and these besides many others which 
they and their estates suffered for his Majesty 
during these troubles." , 

To make ^ long story short. Lord Cardross 
finding it impossible to live with safetv or honour 
in his own country, compounded for his fines, and 
engaged with those who settled near Charlstown, 
in South Carolina, where he established a plan- 
tation* From thence he and his people a few 
years afterwards were driven by the Spaniards, 
.many of the colonists being killed or destroyed. 



'Forced to return again to Earope, he iook up 
his abode at the Hague, and obtained a eominand 
in the army of the States General ; from whenoe 
be came in 1688 to England with William Prince 
of Orange, his son, honourable David Erskiiie^, 
attending him, and commanding a. company of 
foot. Lord Cardross raised a regiment of horse 
in Wales, and served in Scotland under Generld 
Mackay, in the establishing King William on 
the throne. We have stated that he was macte 
master general of the mint of Scotland. Hia 
lordship died in 1603, and was succeeded by bia 
eldest son, 

David, fourth Lord Cardross, who, upon the 
death of his cousin William, Earl of Buclian, in 
•Stirling Castle, a prisoner for life, succeeded to 
that earldom, and was the fourth Earl of Buchan 
of the name of Erskine* This earl was a man of 
'Valour, and a firm friend to church and states 
-He was a member of King William's privy 
council, and Queen Anne appointed him one of 
the commissioners of exchequer, and governor of 
Blackness Castle. 

In the Parliament of 1706, his lordship strenu* 
"ously opposed the union^ believing it to be incon« 
sistent with the honour and independence of 
Scotland ; and when he found it would be con* 
eluded in spite of all the opposition it met with, 
he entered a solemn protest against it, which 
t)eing upon record shews the strong attachment 
he had to what he thought the ancient privileged 
of his native country. Soon after which, having 
displeased the union ministry o^Queen Anne, he 
was removed from ail his places and offices of 

rublic trust ; but upon the accession of (jreor^e 
. his lordship was appointed one of the commts« 
flioners of trade and police, lord lieutenant of Stir* 
ling and Clackmannan, and was elected one of 
•the sixteen peers of Scotland, in the three suc^ 
needing ''Parliaments of Great Britain in 171^ 
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ed his Majesty's lord high commissioner to the 
General Assembly of SeoUand, and executed all 
the offices he enjoyed with fidelity and honour* 

His lordship married^ first, Francis, daughter 
«f the Honourable Henry Fairfax of Hurst, in 
Berkshire, son of the celebrated Lord Fairfax^ 
by whom he had nine sons and seven daughters* 
His mother, Lady Cardross wrote him a letter 
worth preserving-— (if orffl/f)* it isat Dryburgh. — 

^^ My Dbar/Son,-»— i am sorry to hear that 
Your Katherin Ann (his eldest daughter) was not 
like to be well. I have a letter this morning 
from Charles, (the advocate) and he needs money 
again ; it is written July 27th,- which is most two 
weeks ago, which makes me send this by Gordon 
to Carnwath, to Lewis March, for be was gone 
from this before 1 got my letter, so you must 
take out £h^5 out of that money, and give it to 
Alexander Stinson, whom I have written toabout , 
U ; he is to take it to that factor from whom 1 have 
got former bills — he knew him. Charles says the 
Bombarding of the Danish fleet by the English, 
whieh they say the Dutch did not joiain, makea 
a great noise there ; says the news also bear^ 
that they fired the town of Copenhagen with 
bombs, which put the people in a wonderful con* 
sternation, for wken they saw their town firing 
they knew, not of any enemy being there ; and he 
says people are longing to know the event, and 
ti^ hear if they continue their hostilities, espe* 
cially the merchants who trade to the east sea, 
This you. will better understand than I do. He 
says Marcham was to write by the same post, so 
1 expect more bills. 1 am concerned for break* 
ing that money, but there is no help for it, for I 
have got a great deal of Kirkhill rents already, 
but for wliat 1 take now of these, I must seques* 
Irate what is due me at Martinmas to make it up, 

* SoppOMd to be 19tb July, from Torrieboro, in I'ifc 

H3 
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Mr Iliggins writes tbat he is in hopes your busi- 
ness against your cousin (Mrs Maitland) will go 
tight, and that the Pole people will delay until 
Martinmas, all which I was pleased with. I 
would fain be home next week if I could ; they 
press me staying; longer, but 1 shall write again. 
I cannot yet write to your wife ; give my services 
to her. You was to blame you told me not 
sooner about Sir Gilbert Elliot. I am, dear son, 
your affectionate mother, 

(Signed) *' K. CARDROSS." 

** P.9. — The bills to be inclosed and the other 
you must keep, so you may either send it with 
Alexander Stinson, and let him inclose one of 
the bills in it, or let him bring back both the bills 
to yon. 

** Second P.S. — Give out no dollars." 

From the above letter, we find that the late 
liord Erkinc, who was. Lord High Chancellor of 
the British Empire, is not the first sailor who has 
turned advocate in the Erskine family. There 
is another letter of Lady Cardross' at Uryburgh, 
to her daugbter-in-lavv, Francis, Countess of 
Buchan, of the Fairfax family, (no date^ but 
supposed to have been written at Torrieburn.) 

" Dgah Daughter, — We came here safe in 
good time. Sir William is belter, though he is 
still very faintish and sick. I cannot but see a 
great change. I find him still much afflicted, for 

6e brought hither — ■ hath a pleasure to speak 

of him, and much affected. 1 am weary, and do 
write no more, dear daughter adieu. 

" P.S. — 1 find it not known to any what S. 
W. hath done unto the Lady Henderton. My 
daughter never signified any thing of it, but what 
S. W. allowed her; she is still concerned about 
S. W.'s friends, who thinks what he hath done 
is just. (The S. W. was Sir William Erskine 
df ^forrie, the Earl of Buchan's brother.) The 
conservator is anxious about it^ and said hia 
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lady was in the place of a son, her father had * 
H'ed her so, and they think it was right (the con* 
servator was the Duke of LauderdaTe*s son, who 
married Lady Cardross's eldest sister.) Mr 
BiHillie designs to be with you on Saturday, but 
they doubt he (will) get out so soon ; but dear 
daughter let my son speak nothing of these things 
nor of the other, but as if heM hard it from others. 
1 will be anxious to know how you are; 1 was 
concerned 1 did not see my sweet little Mary e^er 
1 came away. 1 am often frightened K. A. and 

.Fanny for the stair, (ibis was at the head of the 
J^Jini clo»e)y verilj/ you should frighten them to go 
straight up and down it*, 1 am always faintish 
after writing — makes my letters at several times 
?ery confused. 

(Signed) " K. CARDROSS. 

** To the Countess of Buchan." 
There is a letter of his Grace the Duke of 
Montrose to this Earl of Buchan at Dryburgh, 
dated London, 5d of May, 1739. He was then 
only Lord Cardross. 

"Mv Lord, — The friendship that has long 

. subsisted between the Earl of Buchan and me, 

-and the particular regard 1 have for your lord- 
ship, makes me flatter myself that you will easily 

. forgive the trouble 1 now give you, which is to 
beg the honour of your continuance and assist^ 
ance to Mr Carmicbael, that he may continue 
still the collector of the supply for Perthshire. 
Your lordship is no doubt fully apprised of the 
dispute that was last year, which 1 find is now 

. again to be renewed. This gentleman is nephew 
to Balgowas?, a particular friend of mine^ and is 
himself of a very good family in the county, and 
a man very capable of the business, as every 
body knows; if he is so happy, as well as hon- 

* The liouRe at the lop of the Mint Close, occupie"^ so long by 
the Bachan family, i* now an Ironmongers — beantlfal fenderi ia 
the window* The sttui is one flat up, very steep. 
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oured, with your friendship and aBststance ^ 
this occasion, it shall be acknowledged as a fa- 
vour done to my lord, your lordship^s roost 
bumble and obedient servant, 

(Signed) <' MONTROSE. 

«< To Lord Cardross/^ 

Auclterhoufie is in Perthshire ; it was the 
second title of Buchan before the Lord Cardrosa 
succeeded to that title. 

This earl lost his first wife, and married, se* 
condly, Isabella, second daughter of Sh* William 
Blacket, Bart., by whom he had no family. 
She brought him a fine fortune, but left it past 
the family to the Travenians of Wallinton HalL 
His lordship died in London, the 14th of Oct., 
1745, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 

Henry David, fifth Earl of Buchan, and Lord 
Cardross and Auchterkouse. He resided a 
considerable part of his life at the chief seat of 
the family, IJphalKhouse, built near the church 
by his grandmother, Lady Cardross. Before he 
became Lord Buchan, he married a sister of Sir 
James Stuart of Goodtrees, who wrote his lord* 
ahip the following letter upon his marriage, 
idated) Rome, April 16th, 1739. It is at Dry<^ 
burgh Abbey — 

^^ My Lord,— I had the honour of your lofidU 
ship^s by last post, and it is with great pleasure 
that 1 am to contragulate you upon your mar* 
riage. I beg leave to assure your lordship, that 
] think myself infinitely happy in having the 
honour of being yourbrother-in>-kiw. I wish yoa 
and my sister all possible felicity in a married 
stale, and shall not think myself quite happy till 
I shall be an e}e-witae8sof your mutual content- 
ment, though I have not yet fixed tlie precise 
time of my returning home ; yet it may possibly 
happen sooner than I ai first imagined^ Our 
principal diversion here is to read the EnglisK 
newspapers ; all whicb^ that is the b^st^ comes 
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regularly here by the post every week. I see 
there has been violent doin^ both within and 
without doors (in Parliament) ; but for all that^ 
my notion that no provocation from the s— n is 
capable to disturb the security of our ^— rm*->t*B 
temper, or (cause) any commotion of the people 
of Great Britain, sufficient to bring aoout a 
change of ministry; and for that reason,! have no 
more eager expectation of any thing new than one 
lias in reading an old comedy, the denouement of 
which is already known. So much for politics, a 
subject here little talked of. Pray make my 
compliments to your lady, and do me the justice 
to believe me to be with the greatest sincerity 
your lordship*s roost affectionate brother, and 
very humble servant, 

(Signed> « J AS. STUART." 

We find that Henry David, Lord Cardross, 
married Agnes Stuart, January Slst, 1739, 
daughter of Sir James Stuart of Goodtrees, and 
grand-daughter of solicitor-general of Scotland. 
Hehadthree8onsandtwodaughter8,whosurvived 
him. They also resided at Carriden some time. 

The following is a euriou« letter to Henry 
David Earl of Buchan, while Lord Cardross, 
from his Grace the Duke of Gordon, (it is at 
Dryburgh), dated Edinburgh, January 6, 1736. 

"My dear LoRDCAttDRoss, — Though 1 can 
hkre no excuse for n<H>nswering your lordshipV 
most obliging letter before noiv, yet I hope my 
journey to Edinburgh, and the great hurry I have 
been in since i came here, will in some measure 
excuse this piece of ill manners I have fallen 
Into to your lordship. God willing, I hope ta 
have the honour to watt on your lordship in 
March, and aln in the end of this month, or the 
beginning of next, going north for fourteen days^ 
to see all my friends there, and to stay two nights, 
only when I comeback to Edinburgh.^ I am ta 
come up journey post^ and to go by Lincoln and 



158 

Est'bies Park*, which will detain roe the longer 
on the road. 1 had the honour not long ago to 
fiee (your father) and Mr George Lewis in good 
healtht. Can i have the assurance to beg of your 
lordship to meet me two or three stages froni 
London, which will be a great pleasure to roe ; 
but I shall write your lordship what^ road we 
take before then. 1 do not expect the honour 
of a letter from, your lordship, being now so little 
in one place, and to be in London so soon. I 
beg my compliments to Mr Abercromby will be 
acceptable to your lordship. I hope to be in 
time to the Prince of Wales's marriati;e yet. I 
am, dear Lord Cardros.<«, your roost obedient 
servant and unalterable friend, 

(Signed) '' GORDON.'' 

. Frederick Prince of Wales was married April 
27, 1736. 

His lordsliip spent a s^ood deal of his time in 
London; afterwards at Uphall, in West Lothian; 
then he went to St. Andrews for the education 
of three sons ; arid he afterwards went to W^alcot 
House, Bath, where he died on the 1st of Dec, 
at one o'clock in the morning, 1767, aged fifty- 
seven years and seven montlis. Ac;nes, Countess 
of Buchan, died in St. Andrew's Square, Edin- 
burgh, on tlie 18th of December, 1778, aged 
sixty-one years and six months. 

Stuart Lord Cardros^, at the desire of Isabella, 

countess dowager of Buchan, his grandmother, 

' assumed the name of David, that of Stuart being 

' a family surname, taken by desire of Sir Lewis 

Stuart, for the estate of Kirkhiil. 

David Stuart Erskine, sixth Lord Cardross, 

succeeded to the earldom of Buchan upon his 

' father's death in 1767. This nobleman com* 

' menced his political career under the patronage 

of the late Earl of Chatham, father of William 

♦ Easterly Park, 
f Tbe Hon. George Lewis JCigkioe, piy Lord Bi!chan*s brotber* 
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Pitt, — in the diplomatic department of the Spa* 
'nish embassy, after having t-erved in 32d Corn- 
wall regiment, as an ensign and lieutenant several 
J^ears*, and was reduced at the peace of 1761. His 
Ordship^ with a view of instituting an association 
similar to that of the Antiquarian. Society of 
London, on the Hth day of November, 1780, 
invited several noblemen and gentlemen to his 
J house in St. Andrew's Square, where, in an ap* 

Sropriate address, he explained the general plan, 
lany noblemen and gentlemen gave their at- 
tendance. The earl then submitted his plan to 
their consideration, and he proposed that another 
meeting should be held at hi!< house on the 28th 
of November, 1780, to di^'cuss the propriety of a 
society upon the plan proposed ; it received una- 
nimous approbation, and accordingly they met 
on that day to form themselves into a regular and 
permanent body, designated the Society of AjUI^ 
qunries of Scollandy and they elected, on the ist 
of Dec. following, the officers of that body- 
Karl of Bute, Pre sident. 
Karl of Buchan, 6rsi Vice-President. 
Sir John Dalryn pie, second Vice-Pre«ident. 
John Swinton, l^sq. of Swioton, third Vice-President. * 
Alexander Wright, Esq. fourth Vice-President. 
W. Tviler, of Woodhouseiee, £sq. fifth ViccPretident. 
' Sir William Forbis, Treasurer. 

Mr James Cuaaiiigliam, Lion OiBce, Secretary. 

. The author was personally present at that 
meeting. 

■^ The encouragement the society met with from 
the moment of its institution, received from per- 
sons of all ranks, both male and female, soon 
suggested the idea, that in order to secure and 
perpetuate the valuable and multifarious pro- 

"perty so early acquired, a royal charter was the 
only effectual measure. On the 21st of May ac- 
cordingly a petition was i^igned, and afterwards 
presented to his Majesty George 111. praying for 
9l royal charter of incorporation. It was signed 

^ « la the Highlandf, Fort George/ &c. ^ 
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ID presence, and by tippointnient of a generaf 
Oieeting, on the Slst day of May, 1782^ by the 
earl and the society's secretary* The following 
answer was received, dated 

** WhitehaH, September 26, 1782. . 
*' His Majesty it pleated to refer the petition to the right boo- 
.•arable the Ltfrd Advocate of Scotland to eoniider thereof, affd 
report hi« opinion what may be properly dona therein, whereupgn 
bis Majesty will declare his further pleasure* 

(Signed) " T. TOWNSEND/' . 

In consequence of this reference, the then Lord 
Advocate of Scotland^ Henry Dundas, g^ave k 
most juRt and favourable representation of the 
nature and intention? of the society. The royal 
warrant then past the great seal, the gent^emeo 
of the office generously refusing their fees, and 
was delivered by the Earl of Buchan to the 
society, at a general meeting on the 6th day of 
May, 1783 ; and as soon as it was received at 
Edinburgh, it was extended under the great seal 
of Scotland.. 

In 1784, the Earl of Buchan repurchased that 
part of Dryburgh lands which were sold by his^ 
ancestors, repaired the present house, and added 
greatly to the south side of it, and made it a 
most comfortable and commodious, and even an 
elegant dwelling. 

In the year 1787, his lordship published an 
account of the life, writings, and inventions o£ 
Napier of Mereliistoun, with the following very 
elegant dedication to the King :^- 

^^ SiRB,— -As the writings of Archimedes wer»^ 
addressed to the King of Sicily, who had perused 
and relished them-^so L do myself the honour to 
address to your Majesty the following account q£ 
the life, writings, and inventions of our British 
Archimedes, in which I claim no other merit 
than having endeavoured to eall forth and illus* 
Irate the abilities of others. I feel great pleasure 
in dedicating this tract to your Majesty^ after the 
chaste and dignified model o? antiquity bestowed 
on the King; the merited encomium of having 
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IMPomoted the scieiicet and arts with which it is 
connected, and in assuring your Majesty that I 
ajDy with the greatest respect, Sire, 

Your Majesty^s nio»t duliful subject, 
and obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) « BUCHAN/* 

The print of Lord Napier at the beginning of 
this work, is drawn by that inimitable artist and 
limner, John Brown, from an old print in Lord 
Buchan*s possession (now 8ir Pavid Erskine^sX 
at Dryburffh, and is engraved by Bugo of Edia^ 
borgh, with the following notice under it ^^ 

^^ Napier of Merchistoun, the famous inventor 
of the Logarithms, the person to whom the titla 
of great man is more luslly due than to any other 

produced.'* 
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In the year 1788, the Earl of Buchan came 
from Kirkhill with Ludy Buchan to reside, as a 
summer residence, at Dryburgh. I ought to have 
said be married his own second cousin in 1771, 
Margaret Fraser of Fraserlaw. Kirkhill he had 
repaired, and used it occasionally when he went 
4o West Lothian on business. It had been a castle 
formerly in the time of James 11. of Scots, and 
was attacked by Lord Douglas, and defended 
at that time from the rebel Douglas' army, when 
he was in open rebellion against James 11. 

In the year 1792, the earl published the Uvea 
and writings of Fletcher of Saltoun and the poet 
Thomson, biographical, critical, and political 
essays, with some pieces of Thomson's never 
before published^ In the title page there apf* 
pears the following lines by the Earl of BuchaAi 
to the honour of Thomson :•— > 

If ^taiA palsied, canool feel I bote lays 
Wariv in the heart, and bursting forth ihj praiM, 
Me from Bcetia let the Fates convey, 
Or death remove me to a brighter day 
To scenes exalted, where the noble tools 
Of men like these no servile court controls ; 
$cene8 where the good no modest worth concaalsa 
And wbect na praiis tha wo^tblett coxcomb sttdib 



\ 






/ 



r . 



]6d 

In 1796, Lord R|ichai9 purehasedthe Holmes 
hnd South Hawkesly, on the opposite side of lh« 
Tweed from Dryburgh, from Mr Sommerville, 
who had /gfone some yeais before to the United 
Slates of North America* 

At Dryburgh Abbey, the late Earl of Bucbaa 
past the e;reateKt part of his life in literary retire-'' 
ment. He is the author of several pieces of 
poetry, and some letters, in wjiich he warmly 
ci'Dibruced the cau^e of the unfortunate Mary 
Queen of Scots against Dr Robertson, who wrote 
a lite of her, in which he does little credit to his 
pen or to his heart. He contributed several 
papers to the Transactions of the Society of Anti- 
queries of Scothind ; several in the British Philo* 
sophical Transactions ; many in the Gentleman's 
and Sibbald'sMafl^azines^and Dr Anderson's Bee. 

In the early part of Lord Buchan's life, he 
excelled in landscape and natural history draw* 
»ing. The former he cultivated with much success 
while with the SSd or Cornwall regiment of foot 
•in the Highlands of Scotland, at Fort George-; 
and in hina or Icolmkill; and in the latter be 
was much assisted and improved in consequence 
of the friendship that subeisted between his lord- 
ship and Mr Edwards, the celebrated naturalist. 

In t tie latter part of his life, his lordship resided 
'almost always at Dryburgh Abbey, except one 
summer he went to his nephew's house at Holm- 
bush, in Sussex, in 1810. It is with the deepest 
sorrow I record that his lordship departed this 
life on the I0ih of April 1829^ in the 87 year of 
• bis age, and was interred in St. Moden's chapel, 
in Dr) burgh Abbey. 

There is a letter doquetted as follows, and I 
ought (o have given it in Lord Buchan's memoir: 
— *' Hugh Lumsden, Esq. advocate, to the Earl 
of Buchan. June 17, 1807. — Report on a 
search in the records for the seals of Hugo de 
Morviile, high constable of Scotland, and of 
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Beatrix deD'eaiictianip, h\^ wife, founders of tb^ 
Ahhej of Drybnrsfti, dated St. Jatnes* 8qua<e/ 
Edinburgh, June 17, l«07/' . • . 

»* ** My LoflD,^ — I have bad the honour to re- 
ceive your tordsbip*8 leltera week ago, and I atir 
certainly awarQ some apology is necessary for' 
my delay in sending this answer. 

^' I can assure )our loniship, that no time was 
lost on my part in proceeding to the search )ou 
desired : and the pleasure I anticipated in thohopef 
of doing your lordship a service prompted me to 
the most speedy execution of } our commission* • 
► *• My success, however, haj fallen far short of 
my expe<^tQtions, and i am sorry to inform your 
lordship, that after the most careful search in 
Anderson's Deplomata, Macfarlane's Collection, 
ind also Mr 1lebertson*s Index to the Charters, 
in the Register Office, containing numerous old 
seals and devices, 1 have not been able to find 
the least trace or fragment of the seals of Hugo 
de Morville, or of Beatrix de Beauchamp. 

*' The name of the former as constable of 
Scotland, appears in attestation of various char* 
fers 1)y King David I. ; but the only seal ap» 
pended to these charters is that of the Prince, 
the author of the grant. 

*> Huifo died in 1169, and was succeeded as 
constable by his son Richard de Morville, who 
seems also to have been a person of considerable 
note, and a frequent attendant on the person of 
his sovereisfn. He is a witness to several char^ 
ters of King Malcolm IV., and to one of his 
successor, William the Lion, 1 have indeed 
found two charters by William himself, bestow- 
ing certain lands on Henrv St. Clair and others ; 
jind here I at once concluded that my object was 
obtained, but unfortunately the seals which must 
have once existed to validate or support these 
charters, are now, with their authors^ mingled 
\Fith the dust 
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«« After the death of Richard in 1 189« his soft 
WiUiam became constable, and is mentioned as 
a witness in one or two charters, but there is no 
appearance of any charter proceeding from him 
during the short period of his surviving his pre* 
decessor 

^< Bv his death in 1 196, the ancient fsmilv of 
Morville, originally from Normandy, but long 
renowned both in Scotland and Eno:land, seems 
lo have vanished from the annals of this country. 

^< The office of constable then devolved, Jure 
mairemoniij on Rowland of Oalloway, the hus* 
band of Williaai*8 only sister. — I have the hon* 
our to remain, my lord, your lordship's most 
obedient and obliged 

(Sicned) " H, LUMSDEN.*' 

David S. cirskine. Earl of Buchan*8 second 
brother Henry, was lord advocate of Scotland 
more than oqce, dean of faculty, and M.P.^-^a 
most celebrated Edinburgh barrister. , 

His third brother, Thomas, was Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and Lord Erskine 
of Restormal Castle, in Cornivall*. 

Dryburgh Abbey is now the property of Lord 
Buchan*8 son, Sir David Erskine, Royal York 
Rangers, and late of the Royal Military College 
Sandhurst, F.A.S. Scot, and R.A. Edinburgh* 

Mr Biglow, an American gentleman, gave the 
following account of David S. Erskine, Earl of 
Buchan, and of a very affecting conversation he 
had with that lamented nobleman about twelve 
years before his death : — 

<* I waa pleased to tee in the diDiogoroom of Drybui^b Abbty, s 
^igbly painted portrait of Qeoeral Waibington, ia the uniform of 
hii regiiocDt, kcqi by that great man ta his relation, Lord Bachan, 
at a mark of hi> courtesy and ree^ard. -His lordship's collci^tioiik oC 
paintings, both at this Abbey and in Edinburgh, are numerous^ 
Oiany of them executed by the first masters, and are very fine. The 
carl's taste for the fine arts is well known to the world ; he is ia^ 

* His two daughters were, the Right Hon. Lady Ann Agnc^. 
£rskine of Spafields Kear^ London ; Isabella^ Countess of Glencairn^ 
Vpdown House Margate* X^idy FrADcis died young, at Upball. 
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A«eoimted tlie McectniM •f poeti and painUn, •nd bavwf 
a fiaa tliapad head, and features very bandiotne and cjrpressire, 
there is scarcely an artist of note who hai not Med for the honoor 
of taking his portrait ; the best I bare seen are those of Sir Joshoa 
Reynolds* Sir Henry Raebura, and Wilson and Watson* Lord 
Badien has a great taste for letters, as well as for the fine arts. 
He has written the life of Napier of Merchistoun, essays very in> 
genioos and interesting ; life of Fieteher of SaltoQBy &c. Hit 
lordship's library is extensive and Taloable. In his collection of MSS* 
are eofoc papers highly carious and interesting ; one of them is an 
original poem of Thomsoa'a laOTC was the subject of it; ncTer 
pobtished. The chirography was not elegant, and the letters were 
large and scrawling ; ia the last sixteen lines there was not a blot 
or correction. Happening to touch on the subject of old age, he 
obserred, beyond a certain age, and to that point be had now 
attained, a man might be said to endure afic, net enjot^ it. Is it 
not melancholy to see a person at the age of 75 hoarding and fanning 
the last embers of life." — London Star, about Jane 25, 1829. 

MonuiDents of the Earls of Mar in Dryburgh 
Abbey, and the first Lord of Lfaii4erdale-« 

"In memory of the illoitrioiis John Erskine, Earl of Mar, K. T, 
REGlBirr of Scotland, of Bud»( Bute) « « » « 
during the minority of King James YI* and Guardian of the King's 
person, entrusted to his care by a grateful country. Governor of 
I^inburgh and Stirling, ia which last castle he died, anno 1572, in 
the 56 year of his age.** 

<< Sacred to the memory of John Urskine, Earl of Mar, Knight of 
the Garter, Lord High Treasurer of Scotland, Governor of Henry 
Prince of Wales, and of Prince Charles, afterwards King of £ng« 
land, to whom King James VI. gave Dryburgh Abbey, and its 
dependencies, for his meritorious services during a long life* Ha 
died in Stirling Castle, in 1634, in the 82 year of his age, of which 
castle he was also governor.** 

Both these monuments were erected by Sir 
David Erskine of Dryburgh Abbey. They are in 
the old church character. 

There is also a monument to Hugo de Mor- 
YiUe — 

Erected to the memory of Hugo de Morville, Lord High Chan« 
eellor of Scotland, and Lord of Lauderdale, who founded ani 
built this Abbey under King David I. He died in 1162. 

This 13 beautifully sculptured by Burnett of 
Newfltead) and was erected by Sir David Ers* 
kine of Dryburgh Abbey. It is in the character 
used in ancient times by the old Romans. 






Jleaiaim of the Cross 0/ Dr^burgh. 
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CHAPTER XL 



IjINES on the Urn erected in front of the 
Colossal Statue of Wallace, as a Monument to 
the departed grandeur and patriotism of that 
hero, erected by D. S. E. Earl of Buchan. 
The Pedestal of the Statue is inscribed — 

WALLACE, 

GrcAt Patriot Hero, ill-requited Cbief. 

MDCCCXIV. Thomsow. 

On the Urn— 

The peerless Knight of Elleritlie, 
Who wav'd on Ajr*s romantic shore 
The beamy torch of liberty, 
And roaming round from sea to sea. 
From glade obscure of gloomy rock, 
His bold companions callM to fiee 
The realm from Edward's iron yake. 

JAMIE BARltlE. 

We ousrht not to close this work without men- 
tionin^ Jauiie Barrie, the old man of the hill, 
who has the care of VVallace. He has given a 
few anecdotes of his life at the end of his book, 
which he calls a New Collection of Poems — he 
says he was born at Bothwell, in East Lothian, 
in the parish of Spot, in 1733. His father was 
a meal-dealer, and his grandfather a shepherd. 
Shortly after his father removed to Millknow 
Mill, on White Water — ^his-father drove his own 
meal mostly to Dunbar, and coming home one 
night in March he lost his way, and perished iti 
the snow, leaving his mother with five children : 
he was then but three years old., He went to 
school to Mr Peter Sharp, in the parish of Dron- 
shiel, Longformacus. He says he loveJ school 
much, and continued at it till he was fit for 
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8dmmer herding, at Blackbouse-Hill and on 
Dunbar Common. He then went to Cranshaw, 
and drove the plough for Mr Bertram for five 
years. He then fixed on being a carpenter, and 
was bound apprentice to Mr Robert Trotter in 
Blacksmill, near Dunse, which business he liked 
much, but he had the misfortune to lose hid 
mother the second year of his apprenticeship ; 
then he had the small pox, which kept him ill $i 
long time, and he was obliged tp go to his eldest 
sister^s, who was married; it lodged an inflamma- 
tion in the eye, but that was removed. by Doctor 
Campbell of Dunse. When his time was out, 
he commenced journe}man carpenter — he worked 
in summer for his master, and in winter he went 
to school. After leaving his master, he went 
journeyman to Berwick-upon-Tweed — he then 
worked at Newcastle, and afterwards at Morpeth, 
where he met with a master who was fond of con- 
vivial company^ but bis mistress was a prudent 
woman, and managed things well. His master's 
son John used to say prayers with him before 
the family night about, and turned out well. His 
master wished him to commence business with 
him in Morpeth, and be his partner, but hi^ 
rambling disposition prevented this. He went to 
Swinton, was there when the portioners built the 
new aisle to the kirk, and worked for one of them, 
Mr James Clerk. From thence he went to 
Edinburgh, ^aw the Baltic fleet arrive, and was 

J resent when the guns were mounted on Leith 
Wt. He was working in Carron when the 
great meteor w^s seen ab6ut nine o'clock in the 
evening; it appeared to him to go across Falkirk 
IHoor, and then disappeared (1783.) He was 
employed some time by the Carron Company in 
making pumps — here he fell in love with a sailor's 
daughter, but reason told him it would not do to 
marry, and even the inducement of a gentleman 
there wishing him to make Berwickshire ploughs^ 
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iHff neitber of ih€ta aoulA prevaUy to h« set ofst 
for Hume Castle uni r«8otved to lake a hottse^ 
get a wife, and set up busimess for himself*. He 
ttien^ fell in i^rith Jairet Jobnvton, and ararrted 
her, as* he had money enough to pttnish a ,liouse ; 
fadr first business was to mend his old shiTts, and. 
she bought him wool enougii to make htm a 8«h4 
of dothes. 9be »ls» bought htm a Mack coat to 
wWr at fMierais, and this was all her fortune. 
They were married tn 1786s and set up house and 
basine^ in Hume — his wife was not handsome, 
but arfie wa» iadustrteuf^ andaWays tried to make 
tbe most of every thing. As West Gordon, was 
a larger place thein Hume, they removed there 
after being six years at Hmme; when they had 
been three years at Gordon, he wished to be in 
Gi'flfofd parish under Mr Innis the minister, 
whom he liked much, btit tfhough he tried he could 
not accomplish it — ^as when he enquired^for work 
among the carpenters, they told him they wanted 
n6 journeyman ; 'accordingly, much against his 
inclination he was obliged to return to Gordon, 
repeating to himself the old proverb •' Ldttle wit 
in the head occasions great travel to the feet." 
Their next removal was to Bemersyde, in .Ber- 
wfckdhire, where he continued to work at his 
business till he was sadly troubled with rheumatic 
pains, and it is now nearly ten years since they 
came on. He says, one windy night in the month 
of April, the paling was blown down which de* 
fended the young trees in the neighbouring park 
from the sheep; in the morning he went to repair 
it. It was a very stormy day of wind and sleet, 
he was completely wet before he got his job 
done ; and wlien he came home be neglected to 
change his shirt, thinking a dry coat and waist- 
coat would dry his shirt. Next day, however, 
h& found his whole body distressed with prickling 
pains, and they haVe bent his body and lamed 
him much, so that be is obliged to go upon t\V j ' 
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fitteks.' They have had thirteen chMdfen rth^y 
ace all dead; one of them is buried at Hume^ 
three io Gordon church*yard, and nine in the 
Abbey-yard of Dryburgh, — over the eldest of 
ivhoin, M'ho was twenty-five years of age, and on 
whose toinb-stone is inscribed the best thing poor 
Jamte ever wrote ; it is given at the end of the 
fourth 'chapter, page 74. Mr Haig of Bemer- 
syde gave him his cottage free of rent, where his 
wife sells a few groceries, and he brews spruce 
beer* Lord Bucban gave him the charge of the 
colossal statue of Wallace since 1814, when it 
wa« erected, now 14 ywr8.,he has been attending 
upon ^^ the Great Patriot Uero,'^ and keeps a 
register of visitors, which generally amounts 
from 16 to. 1800 every season ; amongst whom, 
with his books and his spruce beer, he pieks up a 
tolerable livelihood. 1 will give three years as 
an average,— in 1816, there were 1800; in 1817, 
1655; in 1818, 16S0— but during the last few: 
years there were about the numbers 1 have above 
stated. He met with an accident in December 
1827 ; he hurt himself pruning a tree^ and has 
been a- considerable time -ill-— he is now arrived 
at' his 75th year ; heretoforehe basal ways been a 
rery livelj/ amusing old man. He tried to go to 
Wallace about 14 days ago, but^ould only get 
as far as the lodge gate, and his illness has turned 
out the palsy in his thumb and tongue, but still 
repeats bis old motto— '^ A stout heart to a stae 
brae."* 

THE-CHAIW UU1DGB. 

I shall continue this subject with saying a few 
words about the Chain Bridge ot Drybuigh, one. 

f Poor Jamie Barrie died Jane 25, 1829, and wai buiied in 
Drvburgh church-yard, on Sunday 29th. Sir David Ei-skine put a 
camera obscara in the Fog House, which answers wellj— Andrew 
CliHslie, comedian, had the charge of Wallace's Statue for one 
year, and was succeeded by Mr J. Service, from Stockton. Mr 
JSvrvica was a miniatuie painter, occasionally ict-'Scai borough. He 
died of (be cholera, in 1834. 
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of the most usefal things erected by David S^ 
Erskine, Earl of Buchan. The spot where this 
bridge is thrown over the Tweed is beautifully 
depicted by Mr R— -d of Southdean, whO| 
writing on another subject, says, — 

Here Tweed, with deep iiiajt«de flow. 
In siieoce baihes the i-ocks below ; 
Then rolling on with ioothing roar. 
Foams the white ctiiEi and pebblei o'er, 
When moroing ray in faintneie falli 
Upon the Abbey's if>'d wallsy 
Or evening sun's departing beam 
Throws mellow'd light on rock or ttream. 

. This bridge forms an easy communication with 
the post and market town of St. Bos weirs, 
and brings the southern traveller at once to the 
Abbey. We are told by Mr Stevenson, civil 
engineer, in his well drawn up account of bridges 
of suspension, that the wire bridges of Gala* 
shiels, King*s Meadows, and Thirlstone, are 8us« 
pended by diagonal braces — the same plan was 
also followed in the first erected bridge at 
Dryburgh, where' the suspending rods were also 
made to radiate from their points of suspension 
on either side, towards the centre of the road 
way, for as yet the Catenarian (or chain) prin* 
ciple had hot been introduced on the Tweed. 
The bridge at Dryburgh is 170 feet in extent 
between the points of suspension, and is four feet 
in breadth, and was executed by Messrs J. and 
T. Smith, builders at Darnick, near Melrose, at 
the sole expence of D. S. E. Earl of Buchan, as 

Eroprietor of the ferry, and has altogether cost 
is lordship 7201. sterling. This bridge is con* 
structed only for foot passengers and led horses. 
It was originally begun April 13, 1817, and was 
opened to the public the 1st of August following, 
having required little more than four months for 
its erection. It is observed by one of the con* 
structors, Mr Smith, when the original bridge at 
Dryburgh was finished upon the diagonal prin- 
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eiplew it bid a^gende vibratoi7 itM>tjaii^^hicb wa« 
e^Mioly fell on passMg along it; the most material 
defect in its conBtruetion i^rising; from the loose 
state of the radiating or diagonal ^^hains, which 
in proportion to their length formed segments of 
Catanarian*curve8 of different radii>^the motions 
of these cbaine 'wer« fcHHid so sut^et to acceler- 
ation, that three or four persons who were im* 
properly ai|ui#ing themselves by trying the extent 
of its motion^ produced such an »ffila4Jon in all 
its parts, that -one of the largest of the radiating 
chains broh^. near the point of suspension. On 
apotbcr qccasion, in a very high wind, one of tbe 
horizontal chains stretched under the beam^ of 
the road-way and ga«ve way. On the 15th January, 
]$JB, after this bridge bad been finished about, 
six; months, « most violent gale of wind took 
place, when the vibratory motion of the bridge^ 
was so great, that the longest radiating chains 
were, again broken, tbe platform bk>wn down, 
aqd the bridge -completely destroyed. Mes^rs^ 
SpAith happened both to be from bonie at tbe time 
o^ the accident, but on examining a number of 
p^rsonei wiio saw it, they all concurred in stating, 
that the violent motion of the road-way of the 
bridge, before its fall, was as nearly as may be 
equal to its lateral motion, and was altogether 
concluded to be such as would have pitched a 
person walking; along it into the river. 

The eyes formed on one end of the rods or 
links of the chains were welded, but the other 
end was simply turned round and fixed with a 
collar. It farther deserves particular notice, that 
after this bridge fell, and on careful examination 
of the rods- or links, not more than one or two 
instances appeared of the iron having failed at 
the welded end, but had uniformly broken at the 
open eye of the link— a mode of construction 
recommended to Messrs Smith by an experienced 
blacksmith. 



The su^en^ debtrdeiton o^ thW bf iftgd ^rented 
a ^r6at sehsation of regret throug;bout th^ ooiktt* 
try, and was Considered an 6cturre'nee ot 6o hiue)i 
impolrtance in^ Ihe erection 6f i^haiti ^Wldgel, 
that several of the g^Atlemen of l^verpool, in- 
terested in the proposed bridge of Rn^cott'ily 
made a journey to Scotland for the eicpfeds pur* 
posfe of inqiiiring into the Ofius^ of the nii8(bi^tiHi'4&. 
The contractorsrhad agreed to erect this bridge 
for something les^than £500^ and werd only 
bound to uphold il against ail accideikts during 
the time of its. ereelioii, so the \vhole loss feu 
upon the enUghiened and public spirited noble- 
man who hail suggested the -erection* The ad* 
vantage of a niX laonth'd trial of a bridge^ ii^-^pre* 
ference to a ttonblesbttie ferry, gave it t^ decided 
a^superioritv over the boating system, th^t Lord 
Bucban without hesitation directed the re-con* 
sirueting of it, after a bettef design, for £220 
additional, aiid, in le«s thaa three months it wa»^ 
again open to the publits* This bridge is now 
tt)iHtructed on. the- Catenarian prnicipie. The* 
ehief mechanici^laUepationsiipoil the former jplaiii 
consist in welding bi»th etids-of tbeejres ot tl^ 
links, instead of having one of them »oi|ily turned, 
round and fixed: with a?<collttrr The road- way 
has also been stretigthened by a sirongly trussed 
wooden rail, which also answers the purpose of 
a parapet, the good effects of which were strongly 
eji^empiilied while the brid|;e, was building; a 
high wind haviag ocourred before the side rail^ 
were erected, oDe end of the platform Ivas lifted^ 
ufi above the level of the road- way, and the 
H&dulatory molioil produced on the occasioti^ . ia- 
described ad resenvbling a W:ave of the s6a, aft. 
effeel which prev&iled the whole extent of the 
bridge, and ^vent off^with a jirking tiiotiOA at itA 
far4her end. But i|fter the side rails ^ere Ut- 
lached, this vertical motion was checkedyaiid i§ 
no fi^^found^to. be. gceaHy/edaecdi The bdd^ it 
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hung upon four main cbains, nvhicb are sui^pended 
ID pairs between the points of suspension, in a 
horizontal position relatively to each other ; the 
lowest part of the curve of ^ach pair of chains 
coming under the top of their corresponding 
side rails. 

For the erection of a bridge at Dr) burgh, on 
a ferry comparatively of little importance, the 

Sublic are under no small obligation to Lord 
tuchan— and the enterprise which marks the 
design and execution of it confers honour on (he 
Messrs Smith. 

On the subject of this bridge the self taiighl 
bard of Bowden, Andrew Scott, says- 
No more the traveller needt to itand, 

Dittend bis iangs and strain bis throat, 
Impatient wailing by tbe strand. 

And calling loud the boat ! the boat ! 

• * ■ - 

> The boat and sculling oar^ instead 

Now gleams a work of more esteem ; 

A 1)ridge here stretches o*er th« Tweed, 

By chain! suspended o*er the ttreaai. 

Should deep pilM snows seal labour up. 

In winter's lengthen'd rigid reigBt 
Till thaws uniiumber*d sluices ope, 

And down in torrents pour tbe rain; 

Tiil rousM the Tweed in wint*ry. pride, 
' A dehige comes from hills afar. 
Here safe tbe Chain Bridge will bestride. 
While stone ones dread the watVy war* 

Supported strong from either shore. 

No pillar*d arches does it need, 
£ven horses here pass safely o*cr, 

This chain hung, wonder of the Tweed*^ 

• ' * - , * . ' 

* This bridge was forged long before the one at Paxton or 
Melrose were thought of; they have chains and plates,-p>this one 
has no plates, i^hich is a disadVantagOk 

' Theri has not been one person drowned at Drybeigh since tbU 
bridge has been erected ; there were many before. Since I icineiDber 
there were the following :-^ 

1. John R'eid of Kelso, nailof; drdwnedin the Gullet. Tfte 
gardener got bold of his eoat, but he held by the hersc*s bridlei aad 
it dragged him into the itiean again. 
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kM>T BTC'S SBAT. 

linmediatelynUiider the radiated window of the 
ufiper end ,of the Monk*js Refectory, where the 
w^ll is covered with beautiful/ mantling; ivy, the 
Right Honourable Lady Diana ScotJt,..daug.hter 
of the Earl of Marchmont, about fifty years ago 
bad a stone seat constructed^ and covered wrth 
g^een sward ; the ivy soon took possession, and 
covered and mantled her ladyship s seat in a most 
beautiful way. While she and the late Mr Sco'tt 
of Harden were at Merton House, her jadyship 
usied often to walk^over to Dry burgh, to enjoy 
ike delifi^htful view of the ruins from that spot, 
and it still, and always will, retain her ladyship^s 
name as a memorial of her fine taste and discrimi- 
nating eye in picturesque beautj. At the same 
time, I must «ay I have often heard the eldedy 
country people remark, that Lady Diana used to 
lament the dilapidations committed on this vener- 
able ruin bf.^tbe hand^. of the stonei mason, Bell 
of NewQtead, whose monument i have mentioned 

2. Robert TarnbuU, a baker in LeModdeo, at the lame place, 
dvring SB ice flood. 

Z* John Coebenuif thatcher't ion in Kew Town, Drybnrgh ; 
diovned at the foot of St. Boswcirs North Barn. 

4. George Wlnthrope^ workman to Major Riddel) ; drowned in 
the same place, saviDg ihe life of George Craw and Jame.i Gray, 
which he effeet^d^bnt lott his own. He unfortonately left a wife 
and three chil^i^n* 

5. .GeqrgcLjohoston^, fifh^im^n ; drowned in the Gullet Hole, 
getting out the wheels of the St. Boswell's eerier*! cart, who was 
▼ery near drowned ako. lleft a widow and eight ehildren ) they 
still ha^e the bridge toil and fishing of Dryburgh. 

6.,4ohn JLamont, a boy, who would ride the GQllet,...thoagh for- 
bid, during a strong flpod. Ile^was in Xiprd Bachan*s service. 
7*. A child bathing at St. Boiweirs North Burn ; bis brother was 
' «aved« • 

8. -r^ Gibson., son to the^errant of Mr Innis, minister of Merton. 

9. George Thompson, qoarrier; drowned near the boat house, 
bathing. 

10. We have already mentioned Elspeth Aitehisoo, who drowned 
' her»clf for loye of her cousin, Joihn Aitchison. And in 18S3, 

%ttnton, a tailor, belonging to JLessudden, in wading the Wjaiet, to 
mf^ftSQjre the miller of Merton f(v cbthrs. 
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is still in the AUNBgr^jmri, tvAo^ with the appro- 
1>plion of Mr Piniison, who /armed Ib^ property 
before liord Biichao faMit, peeled the walls, and 
almost made a stone cjnarry of H* Out of such 
hands Ix>rd Buchan rescued this fine Abbe j, aocl 
has been particularly careful of Liidj^Dye's Seat, 
put of respect for her ladyship and her memorv. 
Such is the little history of this only seat now in 
the Monk*s Refectory, and a more picturesque 
one I believe i^ not in the kingdom* 

;P&0P08CD riLLAR AT. BaTBVRGII. 

Lord Buchan proposed toereicta Pillar o« the 
top of the hill to the south of the fcofuse of Dry- 
biirgh Abbey, but wa9 di^suad^l froin it, end in 
its place erected the Statue^ of Wallace. On the 
Pillar was to have beea this inscription % — 

Dx#KA MvwET DiTiNi Gloi^xa EvRia«->Tfiuuiu 

T4i«ie acf thy gl^riont worki, imttjA of |;Dod*Z 

AlnightX* ibine the universal frame 

Thus wond'rottt fair ; tbyst If how wond'root tJien ! 

Uiifpeakable, who ititi above the hcaveni 

Vo us iavUiblf , ar dinljr seen 

In those thy lowest works ; yet tboa cJecUtfOft 

^y geedaest ^o«d tJiessht^ lisil f o«v«r 4if !■& 

MXLZ«IW 

]9«9py Ibe man^ of mortals^ bap^est he 
>Vbose quiet mind ff on vain ticsires is frre ! 

Z«oiu> lamcotrx. 

Thi9 Pillar was to have stood on the height 
CPfitiguoiis to the junction of St. Bosueirs north 
burn and the Tweed, close to the green and the 
town of l^essiiddeQ, near which spot the Duke of 
Buccl^uch has buUt a kennel for his hounds. Of 
this market and post town, Sir Waller Scoit 
8ay8,in the introd-uetion to his Border Aniiqniiiesj 
p. 64, — " That Lessudden, a populous village 
when h«ir^ed by bir Ralph Evres in 1544, non^ 
iained no less Ihan sixteen strong bastile houses,*' 
(two of which are still staQding> that of Sir 



ivr 

vis. Lessudden Houm*, and another called The 
Clo$t)^Slt W. editlirmes^— «« tnosi of lh« towflc^, 
and even vitlagetf, totrtained, besides the hoiteee 
of the poorer inhabitants, bastile houses, or 
towers surrotiBd^ with walls. The ruins of 
these are to be seen in most border villages of 
antiqnitv** — the Mantle House of Dryburgh, Mr 
Riddell s property, was one of them. In that oif ^ 
S^ARNiCK, near Melrose, there is one belong! ng 
to the family of Fisher, now Dickson, if not so'd; . 
it is almost entire, and has been lately repaired. 
"Ther^ is another at Jedburgh, in which Queen . 
Mary is said to have resided, after her ill-fated 
journey to visit Bothwell in Hermitage Castle. . 
These towers were either the abode of the 
fpeahhier citizens, or the neighbouring gentry, 
who occasionally dwelt within the borough, and 
itiey furnished admirable posts for the annoyanca^ 
c^'an enemy, even after they had possessed them- 
selves of the towns. Jedburgh, when taken and 
burned by the Earl of Surrey, contained six of* 
these bastile houses^^^ or strong holds, with many, 
spod houses besides. Jedbur<$h ,was twice as- 
large as the town of Berwick^ and coiUd have- 
accomitto^lated. a garrison of lOOQ cavalry. The 
defence qf these tofwns was very xd!)St4nate, the 
people, pulling dowiv. thatch and houses and all^ . 
and buTDddth^ rubbish they made in the streets, 
t€^. prevent the progress of the enemy; and tlie* 
military ^irit of the- borderers was such as called^ 
l!»rtb the following very. handsome compUment 
frdta the maj^nanimous Surrey*—" 1 assure yonip 
^race,"'saia he, addressing his So^rereigp, Henry 
Vlli. <<tliat 1 found the Scots a<t tbis time the 
boldest men, and the hottest that ever I^aw ]tt< 
any nation, and all ihejoumee^ upon all parts of . 
tfaearmy^ they kept us with such continued ^kir«- 

*• iL^wurcbnili id 16<Mr-«t» M71 Major ScotU- 
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misbes, that I never bebeld tbe like. ' If they 
could asseiBble 40,000 as ffood men as the 1500 
or 2000 I 8aw, it would be hard to encounter 

ihem.*'—Cotion MSS. Cal. b. 6. fol. 29. 

> 

PARISH OF MERTOM*. 

I find a decreet of augmentation of the stipend 
.of Merton, in favour of the Rev. Mr Alexander 
Simpson, whose tomb I mentioned as being in St. 
Moaen's chapel. It is curious, and as follows, 
or at least as much of it as our space will permit 
of;—'* At Edinburgh, the 3d day of July, 1635, 
the whilk day, in presence of His Majesty's 
Commissioners for surrender of teinds under- 
mentioned, — They are to say anen{ the summons 
raised at the instance of Mr Alexander Simpson, 
minister ati the kirk of Merton, against James 
Earl of Haddington, John Haliburton, elder of 
Merton, John Haliburton his son, John Ker in 
Oalcovet, Robert Laiither of that ilk, John 
Erskine younger of Drybufgh, Thomas Hali^ 
burton younger, John Hog thei«, Alexander 

♦ Ministers of Merton parish, 

Mr Alexander Simpson, • t 1^81^ 

Mr Andrew Meldruni, . .. • 1€81 

Mr Liver, ... , • 1697 

Mr Jnnis, • . • •. • 1,781 

Mr Mai tin, ... . 1789 

Mr J. Duncan, . . ^ • 1790 

Mr Alexander Simpson, minister at Drybur^h, was a man wbo 

cared so little for worldly thingr^ that he scaice linew tha cucrcnt 

coin of the country, but was muah taken up' with bis Bible and 

|irayer, as a good minister oaght to be* One day when walking 

alone, he fell and bioke his leg, and was found sitting holding it ia 

his arm, cr^nig '* Blessed be the X.ord f O blessed be his name I*' 

and expressions soctt as these ; and when they asked him why he 

said so, be ansl^eFed, ** we ovght to bless the Lord for aU thing*, 

and that I bioke my leg, not my neok." He was imprikoned ia 

Dumbaiton Castie ; but when be was liberated he returned to Dry* 

burgh, where, ar.d at Merton, be preached till his death.— fc«r< 

W'^ithies, p, 3£8. See his epitaph, pa[;e 48 of this woili^ 

\ One of \u Litt'edean Kers. This place vrii9 furmeilx. 

called X>ovccovc 
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.Wilson there^ James Wrigbt of Gledswood, 

.Blftme Mary Stuart, Countess of Mar, and Mary 

< Ballendean, Lady Dryburgh, her daughter, and 

h«r son* and all others having interest^-— Never* 

Iheles^s, for the of the houses and titulars 

of land and teinds, parsonage and vicaragCi 
within the parish of IVrerton.'' 

Then it goes on much in the same style as all 
.papers of this liind, and finishes— ^^ The said 
commissioner Hiill modify the said augmentation, 
according to the said warrant and commission, 
added, raked, and augmented, decreed, and or« 
dained, as said is^i-and sick*iike! decrees, letters 
of need wa^ lo be decreed thereupon in form aa 
otters agarast the titulars, taxmen, and intermit- 
ters with the teinds of the said parish, present 
and to come, for payment of the said prosecutor 
aj)d his foresaids of the^said augmentation of 18 
boil .victual of JO lb. and all. measures- aforesaid 
the .ensuing, crop, and year of God 1635, and 
.beiBceforth yearly thereafter at the terms appoint- 
ed for payment of tiie same in time coming." 
.Kniraiting de Libris agmentatio- tommissioner 
per me tic subscribiLur-^J* II® y? ^^ ^* H^y ; and 
then follows- ^ 

Copy of Lord Card4*oss*s bond augmenting 
the stipend of Merton, 1653 : — ^' At Edinburgh, 
the J^tli day of June, 1633, in presence of the 
commissioners of augmentation of to the 

people of Scotland, compeared Mr John Roll, 
ad^'ocate,. procurator for L>avid Lord Cardross, 
titular of the parish of Merton, and gave in the 
obligation under-subscribed with his hand, de- 
claring the same to be in sort and .egistered in 
the court books of justice, to have the strength of 
a deed of the said commissioners. Be it kend till 
all men by the present letters, me, David Lord 
Cardross, titular of the pari»h of Merton, Mr 
John Courtine, minister of the said kirk, upon the 
-".day of- — last by pas.t, obtained and decreed 
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.before the Lords of Befision, an9 etlim ailpointe«t 
for plantation of kirks, for five cbalders of vietuiaii, 
for two part nieal and three parts beer, of tiie 
asett and measure of Linlithgow, with three 
hundred pounds money, aDd40 lb. for eommuntoR 
elements, and. though the payment for the crop 
and vear of God 164^ last by past," &c. &c. It 
is all in the usual form of aagmentation, but so 
indistinctly written, if I have made any mistake^ 
I trust 1 shall be forgiven. There is another 

Copy-deed of augmentation and locality for 
Mr James Logan, minister of Smailholra $ — '' At 
Edinburgh^ S6th March, 1634, Mr James Logan^ 
minister, against the Karl of Mar, titular and 
hail heritors of the parish, making mention that 
the commission by their deed of augmentation, 
Si€th February, 1634, augmented to the D merks 
formerly, and SOO merks silver, and three ebaldei' 
victual, two pd. meal, and three pd. beer, his 
entry crop ]6S3»*-compearingthe minister by Mr 
John Aikonhead, his procurator, and Mr J. PiU 
cairn, advocate, for the paid Earl of Mar, and 
xemaiader of the defenders assessed — the commis^ 
sionter deerees the stipend and augmientatio% 
being in bail SG@ merkamoneyji and five chalders 
victuals by and attaur the vicarage teinds, where- 
of he is in present possession, to be paid to the 
S^id minister,, conform to the locality under- 
written, vi^. fifth of the eighteenth husband landa^ 
within the Ibird of Smaiiholm,^ pertaining ify 
HobeRt Earl of Roxburghe and his vassals and 
i^uars, Si bolls victual, two pd. a>ea), three pd. 
b^efy of the «-w>^ teinda of the 42 husband lands 
^ithiin 4he Ffiid Third of Smailholm, peptainii>g to 
John Lord Cranstoun and his vassals, ^ l>ol)s 
victual, 2 lbs. raeal^ 3 lbs. beer. Item, mit of the 
t^inds of eight husbaad lands within the said 
Third of Smailholm, to Sir James Pringle of 
Galashiels, 11 boils victiial, whereof six botk 
\mK aod five boUis me^l^, eoiMcrdiiig the said 
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irktual to ifbar-score bolls of the old mett and 
measure specified in the deed of augmentatioii. 
Item, fourth of the teinds of Wranirholm, per* 
laining to Alexander Hunter, 40 lb?, money; 
fourth of the teinds of Smailholm Spittat, per* 
tatning to James Caircnross, 46Ib8. ; fourth of 
Smailholm Crags, pertaining to the said Sir 
James Pringle, 48 lb. 6s. 8d.; extending to the 
said sums 900 nierks, beginning next year at 
Candlemas 1634, possession, &c. ; 6 lbs. for the 
famishing communion elements, fourth of the 
parsonage teinds by the persons subject in pay^ 
ment of the old stipend and augmentation foe 
their proportional parts thereof." 

BTATOB OF WALLACf5- 

.Success, I be mark nd moral wft 
Or surest band can alivays hit; 
7or whatsoe'er we perpetrate, 
"We do but row, we're steer*d by fate, 
"Wbicb in success ofr disinherits, 
"Sot Lavest caasei noblest meriis. 

We have already mentioned the Colosf^al 
Statue of Sir William Wallace — we will no«r 
say a few worda on the subject of this niagnar 
nimous Knight of Eilerslie. This whole is SL* 
ffeet high — the Pedestal is 10 feet, and the Giant 
of Dryburgh is 21 from the heel to the dragon 
wing on his helmet. 

Wallace^ as celebrated a ehienain as e?er 
wielded two-edged steel, was descended from a 
poor but an ancient family at £llerslie, in Ayr* 
ahire. Feeling for the miseries of his country^ 
0yer-run by the iron*heaa:ted Edward i. of Eng* 
I^nd, he determined to free it from the southern 
enemy and his southern troops, brought in frouK 
Norham Castle, whence all the inroads of Edward 
I. sallied.- Wallace collected a small, but re/* 
solute band, fell very unexpectedly on the care- 
kaa trQOgso££dwiir.d) amounting to lOpPOdmeaj,, 
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^aoii slew their lender, Lord Warr^a. Thus de- 
servedly considered the liberator of his x^untry, 
.be was appointed Recent s^nA General Governor 
of the kina[dom^ dtujng the captivity of King 
Jphn (Baliol), and peuetrafJng into England^ 
laid waste the county of Durham with fire and. 
sword. These vict^ories recalled Edward (Long- 
shanks) from Flinders ; he hastened to meet 
Wallace, and routed his forces ; but though de^^ 
feated, the Regent, or.Governor of Scotland, re- 
.tired in security tQ the impregnable fastnesses of 
his mountains, and defied the power of the Eng« 
lihh.. Disgusted with the jealousy of the Scots 
nobles, VVallace retired from public business, 
and lived at home as a private gentleman. But 
his valour was so formidable to the English 
Si^vereign, who feared him so much, that he found 
means to have him delivered into his. hands by a^ 
man of the name of Ralph Ijaliburton {see Hal*- 
tbce^s Life-) — and Eduard, disgracefully to him- 
self, had him convened to the Tower of London, 
trt'.ated him as a traitor to the Eiin^li^ih govern- 
ment, which he had never acknowledged, (he 
really would have been a traitor. hud he acknowr 
ledged it), and after haying ordered him to be 
executed on Tower-hill, at the end of the Long- 
djown (tVoni nhich London takes its nau.e), iu 
1£03, his quarters were hung in four towns ia 
England, not daring to send them to Scotland. 

At Bur^h on the Sands, hear Carlisle, is the 
grave of Kdward 1. who, after all his bloody ex- 

rloits agaiuet the Scots, died there ia hiscamp.« 
lenry, seventh Duke of Norfolk, erected a monu* 
mental pillar in memory of that great monarch 
(|iis progenitor.)— /i/?//^w?7/f5 of Arundel. Ia 
Britten's Beauties of England, we are informed,. 
Leiand says, Burgh on the Sands standeth a mile 
f^om the higher bank of the Eden. It is a village 
hy which remain the ruins of a great place, now:^ 
quite desolate, where King Edward 1. di^d* Thip,« 
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.'spot where this monarch yielded his breath i$ on 
'Burgh March, a mile from the village, within 
sight of Scotland, a country he had oevoted to 
the sword for bravely vindicating its own inde- 
pendence. All the vestiges of ruin which now 
tremain are those of a square column, erected by 
•Henry Duke of Norfolk, in the year 1685. Its 
height is §8| feet, having a cross on the top. 
The south side is inscribed thus :— ** Memoriee 
cBlernae Edwardi /. Itegis /Ing/ia: conge clarh* 
timi quiin Btlfi apparntu contrne ^coto9^ occw 
pains hie in castris. Obiii Jufiilf A.D> 1307.'*— 
Thus the Duke of Norfolk commemorated 
Edward I. of warlike memory. It was reserved 
for the Earl of Buchan, the founder of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries, to commemorate Wallace, 
the patriot hero. The barony of Burgh, or 
the lands in Comcumbrice^ with divers other 
lands and manors in that county, were held by 
.the Dukes of Norfolk by the service of corn* 

'Cy that is, to blow a horn when any invasion 

the Scots was perceived. — (See Registrar de 
Jiolmcolcram.) 

There is a model of this Statue in the great 
hall of entrance, in the mansion-house of Dry- 
burgh Abbey; it is rather better than six feet 
high, and of exquisite proportions, — from it the 
Statue was executed. 

There is a portrait of Wallace, from whence 
the model was formed, in the house of Dr) burgh ; 
it is from an original picture brought from France 
by the late Sir Philiji Ainslie, Bart, who was 
at that time equery to his Royal HighnjCv^s 
Frederick, Prince of Wales, grandfather of the 
present King. This picture has one peculiarity 
— there are two sabre cuts on the nose, which by 
no means disfigures the warrior — he seems to 
have been about dG years of age when it was done. 
The only alteration in the Statue from the picture 
isj he has a trUiucheon in the picture^anda sword 
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•f state in the Stsitu^, oti which his right luiad4 
vests, denoting he was Regent of Scotland. In r 
the picture he has a fine ruddy complexion^br-own ^ 
hair and beard, and dark eyes. 

A coinmiitee of gentlemen^ on heariagt>this 
Statue was erected, sent David Stuart ^Er^ikines, 
£l3irl of Biiehaia, a staff made out of Wallace *8 
0ak in the^Tor Woad, near Stirling, whi^ra Wal- 
lace shelteredhimself after the battle of Falkirk. 
ft has a silver plate on the bead, with the Royal 
T-faistle of Scotland, and the following inscrip- ■ 
iion : — 

Firm is thallree tvhicli mooRUin ttorffls assaif,.. 
'T^Htile feeble pigaies toiler in the valie ; 
So may my Alpine slow tn growth rduaio. 
Till pamper'd giants rut upoa tbe>plaiii».^ 

The old people of Dryburgb still relate a story-., 
of tw.o brothers having the waulk and tlour 
mills, named Ai(chi8on ; the one bad a son and.^ 
the other had a daughter, Archibald the one, and ^ 
EUpit the other — they fell in love, as young peo^ 
^le will do, the parents would not give eonsenty^ 
and poor Elspit drowned herself in Ike mill*dam . 
-*-*he was a lovely girl.. 

Didst thou but know the wily loue]) of love, 
Tbou wouId*st as soon p^o kindle fire with snow, 
Aji^ seek to .quenoli the fine of love with words. 

Tliere are a few lines by my friend the Rev^ 
Av Holland, B.A\ Oxon, so beautifully written., 
on the subject of Wallace, I cannot resist giving 
them a place here, though 1 have already almost^ 
mado this worbtoo lor g,{ — 

Ah ! who is he whose giant form 

Seems standing through the mountain storm f.:* 

Bur&t the loud thunders o*ef his head, 

The rent rocks qaake beneath his tread ;. 

Tjveed dashes on, aa^ wildly roars 

Ijke ocean round Jena's shoreli} 

A«d yon horse bagpipe's sullen cry 

2idUMiu&»ti» tka \vilid^iuen»};m|2^oii|^ 
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Ko« a ]«■» IB B ,k mm tlira«m «ilAi»k^ 
Iltoraes Jthat fr»iiM of adum^nt, 
S'i vnut ef iMiglit, so hofre oflrtnY), 
Tliai yM inigte ^My «k«ni it btm 
Who erst Kemcea's lion tleir, 
*. And back fron btU Aiceste drew. 

One band'aprmU'd bax fra«p'd tb« hilk^ 
Wbare soon sbail fOu^A^rn^blood b« »pil|;^ 
Tbe olbcr leans upon the shield, 
'Which be in Scotland's right shall wield^ 
I'or lo ! as ifoa Lanark's hill 
Mt rta^*A the blazing woodUod itiU, 
While widow's shriek and rustle's jeen 
Soi^tc frequent bis indignant car,, 
'And his keen eye* quick flashing ronnd^ 
Saw Biiredeem'd his natiTc gronndk 
B|s iron nerres all strung for fi|{ht« 
His soul all maddening into mi^ht, 
He tosses from his haughty brow 
A proud deHanee to the foe— 
'Tis Wallace \ ay, for such be stoodf, 
C^ing on Clyde's romantic flpod»^ 
And ponder'd o*er his count ry^s pain* 
'Apd,Toi¥M to break its servile cHain« Ac, 

Tw A« HoiL4ico, B.D. 

THE POET TtlOM$0>r. 

We Ought hot to omit giving a little sketch of 
Thomson the Poet, to ^vhose memory the Temple 
o( the Mtises is decii«:ated, on th^ Bass Hill of 
Drybiirgh.. 

In this Temple tKepe is a fijrie staliie of Apollo, 
in Code's stone, frora..tke Ajpollo di Belvidere at 
!Fk>rence, at the tjme the heroic god had dis« 
charged the arrow at and destroyed the stentoK 
On the Pedestal are the nine JVluses. On this- 
ftiibject Mr T. Holland says— « 

'Xis CTe— the finking sun has dyed . 
Thy pendant gcovcs, steep Ben^rtyde^ 
And flung o*er Minto's craggy height 
£^s gorgeous robe of r»bied Tight^ 
Now fade his latest rays upoa 
Tlie ACiwes' lov'd paTilion^ 
Where, circling round. their votiTe sbriDt>, 
Attspicioas dance th' Annian Nine,.. 
And instant with vindioiive^low, 
A^Ah iymgg» b2» fau^ol bow. 
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At tln9g,«««ir, eteb f Ucii* lyrtr. 
Respond! with all its wonted fiKt 
Since Oitian broke with reereent tlirall,^^ 
In itofq^ tiecpt Morve9*ji>cATci»'4 b»lK 

Mr Holland .cnllg chit buildihg^^ '< an elegant^ 
little Temple buflt by Lord Byehan, upon a ris*. 
iqg;. groand near the garden*, and dedicated to^- 
the Muses« The figures of the *' Nine'* in 
bdsso relievo, emboss the central i ornament,* 
H,bicb is surmounted by a, sttitufof the Apollo 
di Belvidere*" 

Jame^ TliQjns&n, the, cel<4brated Poitt of the. 
Seasons, of \%h0m there i& a buft on the top of. 
this Temple, was the fion of a Septs ctergyman, 
and was born ' at Exinam, in Roxburghshire, 

September II, l700. The Rev. Mr R of 

S , (I do riot put this gentleman*s name, be- 
cause I do not recollect whether be puts his name 
to his poem or not, though i recollect perfectly 
hig. beaiutifrjl liims, ai^^ .w<eU ,they det^erye to be . 
remcniberedXin hi^^.pioeoi tahis memory sajs,—- 

' Sll ranger, have tti^fooUttpt.Jlray*^ r 
Throngh many a wild romantic glade . 
By Eden, where the light of Heaven 
' Wat to Ike bard- of nature iltiven, 

Where through the woods that deeper round • 
' Uj|eiilly ((tides with stilly 8oua<|. 

Thonisoa n^!^ e4Mcated at Jedburgh sdn^oll^: 
aiid then went to the University of Edinburgb*.. 
l|e there distinguished hiiuselt' by the spirit :«i^d 

* THE MUSES.—fFrom CaWffWf At£»' Epigram^) ^ 

2. C^Uiope the.^eeds of heroes .^ngR ; 
9. 'Great Clio sweeps to history the strings; 
S. Kuterpe teaches mimes their silent shi>vy ; 
7* Mtrtpomepe presides oVrreenes of woe; 
4. 't'eipsichore the flute*s soft po\v*r dii^plays ; 
€>., Erato gives in hymns the g:ods due praise ; 
*!• I^ol^mnia's skill inspires melodious strains : 
8. Thalia's glass points out where fol!y reigns ; 
S^ Uiania wu^.thje liarqr cojifse ci^tpi. 



> 



187 

elegance of his coitipDt>i(ion« aild When Professor 
IlaonUon, who was the Diviuity Lefituref at that 
fime, directed him to write an exercise on a 
Psalm, descriptive of the greatness and nmjest^ 
of God, his paraphrase was much admired for its 
.fine and poetical beauties. Hereon gave di%'inity 
up, at least the study of it professionally, as be 
considered his abilities would be tied up in many 
ways, in any profession. He determined to seek 
in Loudon such patronage as was extended to 
merit; and the publication of hiii Winter, in 
1726, soon introduced him to the notice of the 
great and learned. 

A poem composed by him on a storm gather* 
ing round Hnberslaw, in the neighbourhood of 
Jedburgh and Dr} buri^h, is said to have given 
the first idea of the Seasons. Of this poem 
several copies were printed, but have now for a 
long time been lost ; it is most likely to be found 
in some old magazine previous to the year 17.^7, 
or in some of the old libraries in Roxburghshire 
or B€rwickshire,-^what a treat to the world if 
some antiquary would rummage it out and give 
it to the public ! 

By the friendship of Doctor Rundle, after* 
wards Bishop of Derry, Thomson was reconv- 
mended to Lord Chancellor Talbot, and attended 
his son on his travels to the continent. The 
popularity of his *^ Winter,*' produced his Sum- 
mer in JT27,— his Autumn in 17^0, — and other 
pieces werealso published, to prove the diligence, 
the patriotism, and the creative powers of the 
poet* The death of his noble pupil was followed 
soon after by that of the Chancellor, ahd Thom- 
son was thus reduced from a istate of comfort and 
independence to a narrow and precarious subsist- 
ence. At this time he returned to Scotland, and 
passed much of his time with his friend Mr Cran- 
ston, minister of Ancrum — of which the warm- 
hearted and excellent. Sir William Scott, Bart., 
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"pari^ issUttatcd ibu roroantietfeil on Ale*waler, 
"and one of the oaves at Aticium ift. 6till poinleik 
out on the banks of the Ale^ in which it iis ealtl 
Thomson frequeiUiy indalg^d hf« reyerie^, and 
^coiamitted to paper whatever oeciirred to him^Mk. 
hence to this day it h imjled Thomsoii^s cave«^ 
Mr R-^— of S— — writes on this «ul}]e«A««^ 

Or \ij tilt Ale, whose Btrfainlet laves 
0*er banging w<md> and deep*n!lig ciiyes^ 
Fit haifiiU for Itim whose glowing mind 
Could soar wiib raplore uncoofin'd, 
Cooid paint each sceof to.naitirt Uutf, 
At if himself ibt landscai c dr%W, 

Deep bid ia caret beneath the wood,- 
The bard would sit in musing mood, 
And list unmoT*d Ibe stream bclow^ 
That murmur'd like tba ocean's HoHu 

His soul was giv*n to viiions higli, 
Aoit itnijos of sweetest n^iDfltrdsy. ^ 

Ifhomson often resided at Crailing, ^ith th^* 
noble fa mil V of Cranston. Their ancient seat te 
situated on a^high hank, of, the river Oxnani^ ndt^ 
far from the Junelion of the Tweed, and from it 
4he Crailing fila^id, th« most ancienticorpa in the 
^x^nntry, and still serving it, take* their name V. 
^tutd like the Oxford Blues haye landed pi!OpertV 
of their own. They are marshalled at J^edfeKirgn 
when -orcasiou requires. 

On the subject of T^ojnsoa and tboi r4ve?^ 
Oxnani^ Mr II — — of S-« — says, . 

Or where the Oxnam dinkpting spreads 
'Mid rocks, and woodland miirsby meads, .^ 
^Vbere high above its shallow iid«. 
Stood Cranst6n*s tow'rs*!^ in feudal pridc^ . 
There forms in fairy lightness sail. 
Sweet children of that lovely vale. 
Then, if thy heart bath felt the glow • 
'Which nature*s son« alone can know» ^ 
^Mrniog within thy beating breast, 

* dialling Hoase^^ 



Wiih Tja«llig MBBMt by gctliiit bl*l^ 
W&en flaming with the Poel*i ftre. 
In dreaait we bear bis vicwIeM \jt9, 
- 14 f«iicy ttartiiig fMai tha dead, 
Agaia tbcM seclws wc tec bi* titfad* ^ow 

. The place oC Secretary of the Briefs which he 
imd obtai&ed of the Chancellor, fell at his death, 
yet thje generoaity of his friends was kindly ex* 
eirted, and he was, by the reeoniinendation of* 
Kiprd Lyttleton, noticed'by the Prince of Wales 
<&ibe.r of Geo. III.), and had a pension conferred 
oa hini ; and Lord Lyttleton also obtained for 
him, in 1746, the office ef Surveyor-General of' 
th^ JLeeward klands. He died of a fever in 
1746, and was interred in Richmond Church, 
Surrey, where D. 8. K. Earl of Buchan, placed 
a gilded brass tablet to his memory. When I 
was last at Major H^rriot^s, at Westhall, Mort* 
lake, near Richmond, I went to see thia tablet 
and the sexton told me that more people came to 
see Thomson's si^nple monument than all the fine 
tombs in the churchy and that his predecessor 
had made his fortune by it. It is close to the 
baptismal font. 

Thomson's executors were, Lord Lyttleton 
and Mr Mitchell. In private life, the Poet of 
the Seasons was an amiable, pious, and benevo« 
lent character, witb great goodness of heart, and 
the most virtuous dispositions. As a poet he 

Epsses^ejd: powers and perfections particularly 
is own. His Seasons show the most glowing, 
animated, and interesting display and description 
of nature, in language at once elegant, sample, 
and dignified. They bring before us the whole 
magnificence of nature,, whether pleasing or 
dreadful ; the gaiety of springs the splendour of 
summer, the tranquillity of autumn, and the hor- 
rors of winter,— each in their turn take posses^ 
sipn of the mind. In the midst of a luxuriant 
flow of imagery, sOme exuberances perhaps may 
be found by the fastidious or the cniic, but the 
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merits of the poet are built on too solid a foun* 
dation to be shaken; and while the delightful 
changes of the varied year continue to convej 
pleasure to the eye, so long must the verse of 
tliis poet entertain the mind with the most se* 
ducing powers of welUnianaged description, and 
animated portraiture. His Coriolanus keeps 
possesfiion of the stage; it was first acted after 
his death, for the heiiefit'of his sisters. In it the 
celebrated John Keaible, who died a few years 
ago, was very great, as he was in every delinea« 
tion of nature lie attempted to give. 

We again quote Mr R — r— -of S— — 's beauti- 
ful lines— 

Then rest tboa here, thou kindred soul ! 
Here let poetic visions roll, 
Sacred to btm, sweet nature** child, 
This Teojple rose in bee^utjr pil'd, 
« # « « 

Mere Tweed, with deep majestic flow, 
In silence bathes the rocks below; 
Then rolling on with soothing roar, 
Foams the while cliffs and pebbles o*er, 
When morninp: ra> in faintness falls 
U|K>n the Abbey's tvy'd walls, 
Or evening sun's departing beam 
Throws mellowed light on rock and stream. 

MONUMENT TO INMGO JONES. 

•Lord Buchan erected a very handsome monu* 
nient in the centre of the Cloisters, to Inigo 
Jones. It is a statue of this celebrated British 
architect, and it has this inscription on the 
plinth — 

Ini^co .Tones, 

Obiit Jiilij 1652, ^ 80. 

Yittuvio Britannico. 

Inj^o Jones, a celebrated British architect^ 
was born 1672, in St. Paul's Church-yard, Lon- 
don. His father, Ignatius Jones, was a cloth- 
Hotker. Hepiit his son apprentice to a joiner, 
a buijiuess Hliich requires some skill in dravring, 



and (herifore stiited well with the '^outh^s tn^ 
cUnations, and led him to the art of designing. 
He 6oon distinguished himself by the extraordi- 
nary progress he made with his pencil, and was 
noticed for his skill in latidscape painting, a 
specimen of which is at Chhwick House. This 
recommended him to the Earl t>f Arundel, and 
also to liord Pembroke. At the expense df the 
foriser lord, 7t>ung Inigo travelled over Italy 
and part of Europe. At Rome he'found himself 
in ^is sphere, and acquired lo much reputation 
tbBt Christian IV. of Denmark sent for him from 
Venice, where that Kingresided t there he studied 
under Palladio, and was made the Daniriih King*s 
architect. He had that situation when James 
y I. married that King's sister, who visited Eng- 
land in 1606. Inigo returned to England with 
his master. The magnificence of James* reign 
in dress, buildings, &c. gave Jones an oppor« 
tunity of showing his qualifications and talents, 
which ultimately proved an honour to his coun- 
try. His first work in London wa» the decoration 
of the Church of Sr. Catherine's, Leadenhall- 
street. Queen Anne of Denmark appointed him 
her architect immediately on his arrival : Prince 
Henry conferred the same honour on him ; and 
King James gave him the reversion of ^urve}or- 
General of King's works. Prince Henry dying 
in 161?, he went again to Italy, and continued 
senile years there, until the Surveyor's place fell 
to him. 

The King, in 1620, called at Wilton, (Lord 
Pembroke's) and while there ordered Jones to 
deliver his sentiments on the subject of Slone- 
henge ; but his opinions on this subject are very 
wide of the mark. He was shortly after appointed 
one of the commissioners for the repairing of St. 
Paul's. 

On the death of King Ji ra s, King Charles 
continued him in the same station. He designed 
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the Palace of Whheball, pavtkHilarly the bah^ 
qu£iiiig»ho4i9e^ which wafr iateiided ibr the recep^ 
tiQQ of ambassadors; and the ceilings was painled 
some years after by Rabeiis* In 1633 he re* 
paired St. Paul's, to which he added a llomait 
portico, magnificent ani^ beautiful indeedi bot 
Lord Orford said it bad noaifiaity to the .buildui]g^ 
—he committed the s»me error at Wi^cfaester, 
throwing a screen in the Grecian taste iato the 
utiddle of that cathedral. 

Inigo now received such encouragement from 
the court, that he made a handsome fortune, hut 
it was much impaired by what he suffered during 
Oliver Cromwell's rebellion and regicidisnie, and 
as Inigo had a share in his Royal Master's pros*- 
pcrity, so he had a share itro in his ruin. 

Upon the meeting of the Long Parliai^ent in 
1640, he was called before the House of Peers, 
on a complaint of the parishioners of St. Gre* 
gory's, for pulling down that church while re^ 
pairing St. Paul's. This prosecution must have 
cost Inigo a large sum of money ; and he was 
alW) constrained to pay j(?545, by way of compen* 
sation for his estate, as a malignant. Irle was 
continued in his post by Charles 11. but it was 
only an empty title, nor did Inigo live long: 
enough to make it better. In reality, the grief 
at his years for the death of his aiicient master 
ut a period to his existence July 21, 165!^, and 
le uas buried in St. Bennet's Church, Paul's 
Wharf, Londonj where a monument was elected 
to his memory, which suffered greatly by the 
fire of London in 1666. 

His designs were published by Mr Kent in 
17!27, and some of them in 1744; others were 
published by Mr Isaac Ware. His observations 
on Palladio were published by Leoni in 1714, 
with notes, which we are told raised the value 
of the edition above all the preceding ones. His 
original drawings of Whitehall Palace are iii 
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Worcester ColleM Librarvi Oxford.— ( tf^atpotw^i 
Anecdoiesy and Chalmers Biog. voL 19. p. 90.) 

A WEEK IW THE COUNTRY. 

A very fine youth, who, alas ! is now no more^ 
used to visit Dryburgb, the Tweed, and Leader, 
in summer vocation; he was a great favourite of 
Lord Buchan's, to whom he sent the foUowing 
beautiful verses in his 16th year. He fiow lies 
in Earlstouh Church-yard, near the iomb of 
Thomas of Hershiidon— vulgarly called the 
Rymer :— 

Adieu my books, adieu a while. 

And weteoue holiday and play, 
For May lUiiUi with ghuitoiiit smile^ 

My steps to distant scenes away. 

And now I trace taoh well known spel^ 

And roam o*er hill and valley ftir^ 
J pity mach yoar harder lot, 

Whose hodrs are giT'n to booki and fn^ 

O ! who would gira the simple joys 
Of conntry sports, and bcalthfal glades^ 

For all the pomp of sick'niog noise 
A crowded city's pride anTeils? 

Kow by the marmoring stream I stand. 

And wish its sportive tenants mine,-^ 
Then seize the lod with eager band. 

And konch with force the ample linCr 

?%€ snbHle hook> with tempting bait, 

Allores to death the finny prise. 
The victim, reckless of his fiste, 

Springs at the InbI ai^ wreathes and dies ! 

Alas! even so onr Joys expire I 

For pleasure's paths are track'd with pain» 

Tlie good oar wishes most desire, 
Wfaim found, is transient, light, and Tain, 

Thns too my holiday is gone^ 
. Then fiupewell river, hill, and plain { 
Adieu ! adieu ! ye hours pass on. 
And welcome to my book again \ 

May 20, 1828. Auuuirsm Hoica. 

K 
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'^- He addressed a few lines t6 Lord 'Bucha« on> 
sending^ bim bis first essay in poetry, of wbich 
tbe above is one of the most interesting. 

O noble ton of nofte liret, 

Whose name have grac'd tbe list of Ikme, 
An anczperienb'd muse aftptrei ' ^ ^ . 

From thee a faTooring smiie to claim. « 

Kor can tbe sick a warmer fiiend 

Than be, in whose accomplish*d mind 
Tbe stores of learning ricbly blend, 

With hig;h descent and matiners kf^d* 

And, 'midst bis Drybnrgh lei^ly bowers, 

Should noble fiacban heed my strain. 
Not idly all hare past my hours. 

Nor has my harp been strung in vain. 

Albxikder HOKC. 
Cowdenkttows, Angnit 25, 1833. 

His was really the golden and inspired harp 
o( Cowdenknows^. 

COWDSHKNOWS HOUSE AND TOWEUf 

Stands near the junction of the Lieader (or 
Lauder water) and the Tweed. It is about four 
miles from Dryburgb, and is now tbe scat of Dr 
Home, Professor of the Practice of Physic in 
Edinburgh University. The {house aind- tower 
stand close together, in the parish of Earlstoun, 
at the foot of the memorable hill in the Scottish 
song of Cowdenknows — *' O the BroQm,** &c. 
The tower is qi^ite entire, and the house was 
used as a resting place for the Kings and Queens 
of Scotland, when they went their tours of justice 
round the kingdom ; Mary; Queen of Scots is 
known to "have resided here some titne, on her 
way from Craigmiilar to Hermitage Castle and 
Jedburgh, and one room is still called by her 

* Old name giveii'to tbatbcdtitiful bill, and the Bast-biU its 
minor fellow. 

f Cowdenknows,— -ffom Gowden, or yellow colour ol the fltiwer 
of tbe broom. 
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name ^^ Qaeen Mary's room;'* from time imine« 
roorial it has always belonged to the Homes. 
The first record we have of it, says it was origin- 
ally the residence of the Earls of March, (front* 
whom the Homes are descended) one of whom 
lived here about the middle of the 13th century. 
It is said that the village, or manufactnring towit^ 
of Earlstoun, took its namelrom him. The* 
famous Thomas the Rhymer, alias Thomas 
liearmonth, was a native of this plaoe^-Earl* 
stoun^he lived at the west end of the town, 
where part of his tower is still standing, and 
there is a stone built in the front wall of the^ 
church with this inscription*^ 

Aa)d Rbymer'i race 
Xie in Ibis place. 

> The Rev. Lawrence Johnstone, in his de- 
scription of the parish in Sir John Sintldir^s 
Sialistical Account^ says he lived in the ISth 
century, and was contemporary with one of the. 
Earls of March, who resided here then. In 
treating farther on the subject of Cowdenknows, 
I find in Douglas^ Peerage that Alexander 
Earl of Home died between 1489 and 1492. 

Hi9 son Alexander, Master of Home, was am- 
bassador extraordinary to the court of England,' 
and died in 1488, before his father.— fftymer, 
wl. 12, p. 340.; By Elizabeth Hepburn, his 
wife, daughter of Adam Lord Hailes, and siister 
to the Earl of Both well, he had two sons and 
four daughters.— <CAar/. in Pub. Arch,) First, 
Alexander Lord Home, who succeeded his 
grandfather. Second, John Home, firstof White- 
rig, (Loch) then of Earlstoun, ancestor of the 
Homes of Cowdenknows and the present Earl of 
Home, of whom afterwards his first daughter, 
Elizabeth, married James Earl ef Arran ; his 
second daughter, Helen, married Alexander 

Lord Erskine ; his third daua;hter, , mar- 

ijed Patrick Earl of Botfawell; and his fourth 
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daughter^ MM^ret^ marriod John Earl 
Crawford. 

. John Home (to whom we return) of Wbiieri|^ 
got a charter from King James 1Y« of the landa^ 
and villa of Earlstoun, anno 1489, and he arid 
bifl posterity were afterwards promiscuously. de« 
afaniated) of Earlstoun aad Cowdenfcnows.-** 
CCharier in Pub. Arch.) He was appointcfd 
one. of the amhasndors extraordinary to the 
pourt of £ogland| anno 1491. He left twosons^* 
first, Mungo, and second, John, who got a chari* 
ietv of.tbe lands of Swaynlaws, in the vice-^eounty 
ef Berwick, wherein he is designated son of Jobtt' 
Home of Earlstoun, anno 1493. These land^ 
afterwards returned to the family, and were dis* 

Ened by John Home of Cowdenknows to James 
^r of bpynie, by a charter under th^ great s^I^ 
Ofiino ld98. John Home of Earlstoun, or Cow* 
4enknow8, was succeeded by his eldest sop, 
. Keptigernus, or Mungo' Home of Cowden* 
l^nows, who got a charter fro(n James IV. of 
the lands and villa of Earlstoun and Cowden«^ 
knows,. March 4, 1505. He married that yeac 
Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of James Earl oC 
Buchan, and cousin of John Earl of Traquair, 
Chancellor of Scotland— by wtiom be bad twja 
sons and one daughter— <4rst, John, naipeson of 
t)>e Earl of Traquair*— second, Alexander, who 
got a charter from King James V. ot the landit 
of Mud wells, &c. in which he is designated bro- 
ther of John Home of Cowdenknows, aii^o 1534* 
His daughter, Helen, iparried Alexander Hamil* 
ton of Inherwick. 

He was succeeded by bis eldest son, Sir John. 
Home of Cowdenknows, who married Margaret 
Ker, daughter of Andrew Ker of Cessford, wbicK 
is instructed by a charter from James y.terramm 
lie Swj/n Laws, Marsareias Ker^ dominos de 
Vowdenknowsy November 1534— by her he had 
three sons— first. Sir James, secQnd, Alexaader, 



Wf 

whcf gat a ehtrter frdn Qiieen Mary of the lands 
of Gartshore, wherein be is called the son of 
John Home of CowdenknoiHk— third, WiUiam, 
iricar of the Kirk of Baeseadean, of wboiii the 
Homes of Batsendean are descended. Sir James 
Home of Cowdenknows was in great faroor with 
James VL ; be was a military man, and was one 
of the Scotch commissioners sent to treat with 
the Englith, anno 1578 ; he died Febrnarv, 15f)8^ 
having married- Catherine Home, by whom h^ 
had a uon.f^{SpQiiistMode and Rj^mer.) ^ 

John Home of Cowdenknows got a' charter 
from King James Y I. of the lands and toirn of 
Earlstoon, erecting it into a librum burguin^j 
&c* wherein he is called the eldest son or John 
Home of Cowdenknows, MilUi$ February 1590. 
and confirmed Augusts 1, I59S, reserving a third 
|mrt of the lanA to Dame Catherine Home. Ho 
Ikikrried Mary Sinclair, daughter of John Lord 
lhM*rydale^ ehlesi so» of Geoi^e Earl of CaitfaK 
mtm^ byLadyJaneHepborn^ daughter of Patrick 
Earl of Both well, as appears by charters granted 
to John Home of Cowdenknows, and the said 
Mary Sinclair, of the lands and mansion-houBO 
of \Vbiteriff, near Smailholm, reserving the lifii* 
Kent to ]|&r^ret Ker, grandmother to John^ 
dated 1601, who by this time must have been 100^ 
years of age. He married secondly, Liady Ben- 
triit Roth ven, fifth daughter of WiUiam Earl o£ 
Crowrie, by whom he had a> son and sucoessor, 

Sir James Home of Cowdenknows, who was^ 
served heir to his meifaer, July 8^ 1635. He 
succeeded also to the earldom of Home, as heir 
nale of Ale:i^aiider the seeond earl, and obtained 
fi;om King Charles I. a ratification of all the 
honours, privileges, and precedency formerly 
enjojfed by the Karls of Home, his predecessors^ 
by his diploma to him tt hceredibus masculhf, 



rnJK.' <..::.M»i 



198 

Mted May S2, 1626, and as third Earl of Home 

'.we^t to reside at Home Castle'. Ue was a great 

JU>yali8|) a^nd. opposed the Cotrenanters, and was 

colofiel of the Berwickshire regiment of foot in 

Oufce of HaroihonV engagement, 1648. — (/?e- 

^cinded Acts of Parliament.) He married Jane 

Doucta^y daughter of William Earl of Morton, 

:by whom he had three sons, Alexander, James^ 

,«Bd Charles, all Earls of Home. He died in 

16(116. Cowdenknows is now held by a cadet of 

the family ot Horae.^ » 

,Un, the the upper part of the door of Cowden- 

\knows, is the following iqcscription :«-7 

; •* J- H. M. K., 1524:' 

KoTx.— There was an tidcr brother of th« Dr Snkiac men- 

ItoBcd •n the toiiilb-ttoDe» page 4i, wba mas killed hi a f try nclao- 

'c4ioly.w*) in retuniiini^ home from- Ancram Hoase, where tbry hwA 

been dining with their relations. The Young man rode on befo^ 

'bis father, his horse took him to the top of the high tear on 

"flawksley Hill and slopt short, the youth went over his head down 

.|bt scar».. and .was killed, on Uit spot^vcry near where Dr) burgh 

Bridge now stands.. 

if ' 

LITTLEAEAN lOWCR 

•^ Is about three miles- from Drybargh, on tfce 

•south Fide of the Tweed, by the road leadin^^ 
from Kelso. On Rutherford bridge stands the 

.seven mrle slorre, cloge to Littledean Tower, 
lately the property of General Ker, but now of 
Hugh Scott, Esq, of Harden, whose beautifal 

"mansion of Mertoun House, built by the cele- 
brated Sir William Bruce the architect, and the 

'last of hisoperation?, is in full view on the north 
bank of the river, Littledean is in Roxburgh- 
shire, and was a fortilaee, or border-house, be- 
longing to the Kers. It is pleasantly situated 
on a cliff, flanlied on one side by the silver 

* Tweed, and on the other by Littledean Burn. 
It is now entirely in ruins, and is a very pic- 
turesque object from the opposite side, or even 
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from the haiigh on the banks of the Tweed be* 
low it. (Grose.) 

. But look on yon barren roek, with hillocks #f 
granite and hollows of thorn, throngh which tins 
Small brook sullenly brawls«-where yon small 
tower of grey stone, with a single chimney now 
on its summit, overlooking the narrow valley 
where some six or seven trees, balid with age, and 
i>earing tokens of many a storm, are* scattered 
about, while a stranded fishing boat, half buried 
ifi sand, presents to the ruins on the hill a twin 
inMge of maritime desolation, — over that rugged 
spot the genius of warlike fame long has hovered, 
history owes it some of its happiest hours, and 
'^Bong some of its best inspirations^* About five 
-miles south of it are seven very extraordinary 
^eaves at Grahamslaw, on Kale water, the handk 
.tome seat of John Riddell, Esq. deservedly cele* 
brated in the .agricultural world for his many ^ 
Mseful improvements in farming and building* 
^Those caves were famous for being the place 
where tjord Douglas held the meeting to con- 
solidate the Grahamslaw league, to break which 
he was stabbed in Stirling Castle by Kin^ James 
JK It is only four miles from Kelso, and. well 
"Worth the tourist's while to go and see. The 
caves are very near the house^ and a* greait 
Mriosity-'-i-access easy* 

> "Grose puts this Tower of Littledeon in B^f* 
^ickshire, which ivhen 1 told JLord Buchan so, 
h^ said instantaneously it was a gross mistake^— 
Ihi^ FS> ready at 86 years^ of age. The,Re;y* 
8tephenr Oliver, in his account of his parish, .of 
Maxton, jn which Litlledean Tower stands, says*, 
— ^ Vpon the estate and farm of Littledean, 
there are the remains of an old tower, which 
formeriv bad been a place of soma strength,, and 
was built. in the form of a half moon. It was 

^ How rttj like tM$ place the ateve b. — Se« A» CimmnghimCt. 
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long tb« ifftsidettee of tlie Kert of Litiledeaii and 
Nenthom, who havealsoayauUorbwying ground 
adjoining to the ebnrch of Maxton, wbire tliey 
•till bury, and have done so for generations/' 

Habby Ker of Ha^dean, thiB chamberlain of 
the Earls of Douglas, and who succeeded ta Ibe 

^ lands of Halydean on the attainder of thmtib 
earls, gi?en by King James 111. wae ancestor ef 
the two principal families of the naitie in Roa^ 
.burghshire, viz. Cessford and FerniHerst, wb0 
bad Iheir rise from two brothers, Ra^b^and 
JRobert, (sons of the above HabbY>eFthe IbmHjr 
of Ker 6f Kers Hall, in Laacashitfe, originaUy 
from Normandy, who came over with. Vrilliaill 
the Conqderor-'—whieh of the two brothers were 
eldest ia not determined, nor the precise tiane 
theycame to Scotland, but it is said in the reign 
•of David II. and that Robert, or Habby^ got 
from the King, in addition to Halydean, the landi 

[ of Altonbufn^ on Beaumont waler*, the oli^ijMl 
of the ^iise of Cessford Earls, now Dukes q€ 
Roxbtn^gb, They had formerly the field of th^ir 
irms'gmis (red)^ as others of the name, till one 
of the kirdte (chieftains or W&rriors) of Cessford 
Was killed fighting valiaiitly against the EBslisbi 
in a green field) in ^^ ^^^^ of James IV. wnerei* 
npon he ordered for the future that the family 
arms should be vert (green)«and it is so^ and the 
Kvery of fainUy also is still green, in remem« 
braace thereof Sir George Mackenzie 8%y» that 
it was at that time the fami^ got the unicorn he$4 
as a crest, it being part of the royal arms and 
ensign, supported by two savages with laure) 
leaves^' the same round their middle, holding 
batons over their shoulders, with the motto — .. 
. Ommt solum f^rii pmifia esi.i 

a Que «f tilt K«ri •till Irvei^IeM U Qft)yd«Mi» Seaton Ke^ 
Efq« of Ki(pdKW|^i4i Ttrj bipclfoiiM kigli tUuidisil plsct, onct ti 
baronial sigDal tower., 

f 9<itVtfy M i^M Oft)/ fo iW»t i»ilfo^ t)ie (kfett^ aC our aatjia 



: Jknd'tinaiiher noUo was given tbem-^ ' 
Pro Christo ei patria dulce periculum!** 

The family of Gessford was first desi^ated 
'witb the title of Lord Ker of Cessford, by James 
YK and afterwards, in the year 1616, with the 
title of Earl of Roxburgh aad Kelso, in the pei<-^ 
son of RobeK Lord Ker, who married a daiigatet 
of the celebrated Sir William Maitland of 
Lethington, and by her had three daughters. 
He married secondly Jane, daughter of Patrick 
luard Drunimond, by whoia he had a son, Henry 
Lord Ker, ivfao died before his father, and left a 
daughter, Jane, who by her grand&ther*s ap- 
pointment married Sir William Drummond^ 
yjoanger son of John Earl of Perth. He, in right 
«f his wife, was second Earl of Roxburgh, ai^ 
was the casein former times. Of him is descended 
J^hu Ker, Earl and first I>uke of Roxburgh and 
other families of Ker. 

The Kers of Littledean are descended from a 
second brotherof the Kers of Cessford, by which, 
itoeans the present General Ker is heirpresump* 
live of the present Duk,e of Roxburgh. They 
have for arms a Cheveron Argent (silver), three- 
etars gules (red), and in base or at the* bottonr, 
a unicornis head, erased in the second for Ker^ 
ki the second and third three cross crosslets, or- 
moline, for Ainslie of Dolphinstone. 

Sir Andrew Ker of Littledean got the barony. 
of the Hirsel, near Coldstream, from King^James 
v.. because he wa^ the firsts who brought tfae> 
news to the King that Lord Home and bis fol* 
lowers had defeated the English amoiigst the* 
Cheviot Hills. Tliis family was designated Ker 
0f Hirsel as above, and their arms are illumin- 
ated in the house of Falla Hatll (vert), which also 
was their property. Tbe Earls of Home ac^ 
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quired tbe barony of the Hirsel from the Kers 
of Liittledean, \\ hich is now the seat of the fiimily 
of Home, and the Kers returned lo Littledean.^ 
(Nisbei^s Her. Familj^ of Ker.) 

We read in Pwkerton^s History^ ih^i in the 
reign of King James IV. Andrew Barton, the 
Scotch Admiral, with two ships, the Lion anci 
the Jenny Pirwin, an armed sloop, traversed the 
English sea, and interrupted their commerce., 
Xord Thomas Howard and Sir Edward Howard, 
sons of the Earl of Surrey, were sent with two 
ships to encounter Barton, July 151 1 . After aa 
.obstinate and doubtful engagement in the Downs, 
4he death of the Scotch commander decided the 
'Tietory in favour of the English. It is curioua 
Ibat the descendaats of the Scotch Admiral now 
live et Sa«ket*sHill, In the Isle of Thanet, with- 
in sight of where this bravely contested sea ac- 
tion was fought. The two Scots ships of war 
were brought into the Thames, and retained a» 
lawful prizes, while the crews, among whom 
were some of Barton's family, upon imploring 
mercY) were dismissed. King James IV.enmged 
at this loss and insult (as he ternned it) to the 
Scots flag, and as he made sea aflairs ^^ his fa« 
vourite atudy^'^ dispatched a herald to the Eng« 
Jish courts but the brave and undaunted Henry 
returned no other answer than that ^^ the fate of 
pirates ought never to be an object of dispute 
among Princes.'' 

A more miaute eaoise of renewed enmity be« 
tween the two nations arose upon this ground : 
Sir Robert Ker of luittledean, a favourite of 
James IV. his chief cup-bearer, his master of 
■artillery, and warden of the middle marches, 
having been severe in the administration of the 
latter oflSce, was slain by Heron, Lillburn, and 
Starked, three exasperated Englij^hmen. Henry 
Vll.gaveup Lillburn to James; Starked escaped,, 
but Hqcou of For.d. Castle, bcotber to thoraveoL-^ 
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ger of blood, was also given up and imprisoned 
i^iih Lillburn in. Fast Castle, where the later 
died. The two other man slayers now beginning 
to appear and to excite commotions, as if con- 
scious of protection in the new reign, Andrew 
Ker, the son of Sir Robert, sent two of his ad* 
}ierents and- receiving from them the head of 
Starked, sent it to be exposed in one of the most 
public places ia Edinburgh. Thus both courts 
seemed to connive at deeds of open violence. 

I' ought to hdve mentioned the following anec« 
dote before the former one, as it has much 
priority of date : — Lord Henry Percy dishonour* 
ed the victory he had gained at Homildon by an 
act of cruelty. Amongst his captures was Sir 
William Stuart of Forest— and Fercy insisting 
that he, being a* native ofTlviotdale, then under 
the English power, should be regarded aaa trai* 
tor, Stuart, a nian^ of wisdom and eloquence, 
defended himself so well that he was acquitted 
by three successive juries ; but the love of re^ 
venge in Piercy led him to appoint a new- jury of 
his followers, and Stuart was condemned, drawn,, 
.and quartered, amidst the murmurs of the £ng« 
Jisb, who knew that his merit wa»the only cause 
of his deaths Bower^ p. 434, and WintoUy p. 887, 
who add to the above, that a Squire Thomas Ker 
of Littledean was tried with^Stuart for the sam# 
alleged offence, and condemned in the same ille<- 
gal manner. Their quarters were exposed on 
the gates of York, an atrocity soon retaliated on 
Percy himself by Providence^ as WoHon^ ob^ 
serves, p. 888a 

The ]^rd Peroy having his prisoners demandeil 
of him, because he was illegally, putting them to 
.death, refused to give them up to Henry, and 
with his father and Owen Glendower, Prince of 
Wales, went into open rebellion*. Earl Percy 
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had lost an eye at Hdttkildon Hill, aad at S{ire#94. 
bury he was Wounded in veretidi$^(fValsing*^ 
hatn.y He felled Henry Hotspur to the ground 
before be himself w^s taken — (Monrtrelei.y 
Percy was not only defeated but slain at Shrewi* 
bury. This battle, with the prudent and boM 
conduct of the Scotch general the Earl of Mareb^ 
and the spirited actions of Douglas and Perey^ 
belotig ta English history — we wiil therefore say 
no rAore on this subject. 

The last chieftain who resided at Lrittledeaa 
bat one, had a favourite calf he made much of $. 
this animal he used to feed himself before break* 
fast, — it gradually grew to be a bull, when one 
ifiorning tlie chieftain went out in a new plaid 
morning gown, when the buU not knowing his 
friend tossed him, and he never spoke afterwardsv 
The son of the chieftain never could bear the 

Slace afterwards, did not l^estde at it, but went 1 
elieve to Nenthorn ; of course he did not repair 
it, it fell t6 ruin, and remains in the desolate 
state it is in to the present time. The family 
now reside neilr Alnwick, in Northumberland. 
It is well worthy the notice of the curious, and 
the cottagers at Broomhouse show it to strangers. 
Before I finish this article 1 ought to mention^, 
on the authority of the Rev. Stephen Oliver oC 
Mastton, that upon Rutherford Common there 
are the remains of a Roman aamp, on a rising 

f found not far from Litttedean Tower and the 
^nhs of the Tvi^eed, called the liwgf^ Hilly 
from its arcularform (this fi>rm V should sufppose 
rather indicates a Danish camp.). It is alio 
mentioned by Mr Bell, minister of Roxburgh ;. 
he says many vestiges of camps appear in thisv 

Earisli, but the most remarkable encampment in, 
: IS that on the north east side, so well described 
in the statistical report of Maxton parish. *^ The 
exploratory mount belonging to this camp stands 
a Uttle eastward on the banks of theTweed^'^ 
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fl^etmani), H is planted on the top with beecb^ 
trees, as a vista from Makerston boose, and. 
flMikes a tery picturesque appearance. A well 
of several streams issues out of it— St. John's 
Well— wbiefa from the name and the peculiar 
salubrity of the water, and the remains of nico^ 
building, had likely been once in much repute* 
Makerston, it is said in the country, bad formerly 
belonged to a yottnj>:er branch of the Kers of 
Lfittledean, unde Mark Kers-iown; and Mr 
Richardson, minister of Makerston, nearly gives 
the same derivation ; he f^ays the etymology 
may be, tbe town of Mac-Ker or Ker^s Son. it 
is now the property of Lady Makdougal Bris-^ 
bawe, wife of Sir Thomas Brisbane, one of the 
Duke of Wellington's celebrated Generals, and 
a Knight Companion of the Balh, a tribute due- 
to his merit presented by a grateful country. 
He commanded one of the divisions of the OukeV 
army ( IS regiments), on entering Paris. 

SMAILIIOLM, OK SA.M|»YKNOW TOWfiB. 

Smailholm is the name of the parish. Whe- 
ther it is derivied from Smallham^ a village, or 
Holm a flat lying farm, or Home, to distinguish, 
it from the town of Home, two miles distant^, 
which was formerly a garrison and a castle, is 
uncertain. It is four miles from Dryburgh, and 
hix from Kelso, and is in the county of Roxburgh, 
and presbytery of JLauder — so says Doctor Dun« 
can. And on the subject of the tower he says,— 
^ On. the south*.west corner of the parish stands 
a large square tower, belonging to Hugh Scott, 
£dq. of Harden and Merton. It is % beacon or 
land mark at sea, to direct 4ships- to Berwick; 
the hill or ri^ng grounds are cov^ered with grass. 
Ipr sheep pasture." It stands among an ac<-^ 
eumulatibn of rocks, which from the Holmes and» 
mU^touabas the aggearance . ol a coclt^a Gomh% 
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with seven pinnacles, and the old tower appear^ 
iiig orer tfaem^ 

This neighbourhood was formerly the warlike^ 
part of the country, and exposed to the inroads 
of the English, and was one of the border fire 
towers or bastile houses. Even the- royal castles 
on the. border boasted little splendour ; that of 
Newark, a favourite huntinsi: seat of the Kings, 
is merely a lar^e and strong tower, surrounded 
with a wall of defence,. or harmkyn*. 

Smailholm. Tower is on the north bank of the- 
Tweed, between Dryhurg^h and Kelso, and has 
been described by Sir Walter Scott, Bart, who 
wrote upon it one of his earliest poetical produc* 
^lions, called '* The Eve of Su John!* 

Ttie Biiroii of Smaylho^e ro»e with dny, 

He 8purr*(l bis courser on, 
Without stop or slay, down the roeky way,.. 

That leads to Brothevstone*. 

fie went not with the bold Boccieucb,. 

His banner broad to rear ; 
He went not 'gainst the English yewf^ 

To lift the Scottish spear. 

The following are the kind of men by whuom? 
this tower was inhabited in times of yore : — 

Tet bis plate-jack ^ was braeed, and his helmlt wa& laced^ 

And his Taunt-brace}^ of proof he wore ; 
At his^saddle-gerthe was a good steel sperthe||, 

Full ten pound weight aad more. 

Tlie Baron return*d in three days space, 

And his looks were sad and sour^. 
And weary v/as bis courser's pae#, 

As he reached his rooJKy tower. 

He came not, from where Anorum Moor 

Ran red with Knglish blood ; 
Wheie the Deuglas true, and the bold Buccleveb,, 

'Gttinstvkeeji Xiord £vres stood. 

t 

* A house OA the epppsite side ef the lake** 
f Bowmen. ^.jCoat of atmour*. 

j^ Avant bnu to coTer the shoulders and ArBib^ 
tS^/^tfacbaiUar 
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Yet was bit Ikelmet lHick*d' and ]iew*<^ 

Hit acton pierced and tfire ; 
Hit aze and hit dagfrer with blood cvhraedi*-. 

Bat il wat not with English gore. 

• « • m ■ m p 

Now hail, now hail, thoa lady bright V 
' ^ iNuw hail, thou Baron true ! 

What news, what ne*vs, from Anrrnni fi^^ht? . , 
What news from the bold Buccleuch ^ 

. The Ancrum Moor is red with gore.. 
For many a southern fell ; 
And Buccleuch has charged us, evermore^ 
To watch our beacaut well. 'Eve ofSt^ John^ 

About the middle of last century, fSir Walter 
Scott in his Border Anliqvities^ p. \b% says,) 
the farm of Smailholm Crags was rented by h»s 
(the poet and historian^) ^grandfather, from his 
chieifand relative Walter Scott, Esq. of Harden, 
and that he past the greater part of his child- 
hood here and in this vicinity (Ellistoun.) And 
this amiable and learned barouel has recorded 
the charter of the scenery in one of bis prelim i« 
nary epistles to his Poem oj Marmiotty in most 

beautiful language : — 

i • . 

It wat a barren scene, and wild, 

libera naked cliffs wvra rudely pil'd^ . 

But ever and anon between 

Lay velvet tufts of lovelieiit green. 

And well the lonely infant knew 

Becestes where the walUflower grcw^. 

And boney»ttckIes lgv*d to crawl 

Up the low crag and ruin'd wall.. 

I dtem*d such nooks the sweetest shade ' 

Tha tun in all hit found tunrey'd, 

And still I thought that shatter'd tower 

The niightieat work of human t>ower, 

And marveird as the aged hind 

"With some strange tale bewitch'd my mind* 

Qf foragers, who. with heailloQg.force 

Down from that strength had sporr'd their bort*f 

Their southern rapiaa to renew. 

Far in the distant Cheviot** blut^ 

And. hoflie retusoiBg fiird iha baU 

"Vith revel, waiselrcout, end bawL 
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Mellioiiglit tlMt ftHl with tnuvp sad dsiitr 
The gaic-w«7f broken arcbc* raof ; 
Mct^^l grim fcsturci tcaio'd with Mm 
Glar'd tlirongh ilM rMlf iroa tmn** 

At Sfliailholm^ in ancient timeSf there lanst 
have been a Spittal or Hostelry, ai I find in the 
Register of Dcj^burgh a feu mentioned as set by 
the Abbot ; it sets forth as follows : — A feu set 
by James, Abbot of Dry burgh and Convent 
Ibtreof, to John Home of Cowdeiiknows, and. 
Margaret his spouse, in compact fee and their 
heirs, whilk failing anent them, to their eldest 
and lineal heirs of the said Jiohn whatsoever, of 
all and whole of the kinds of Smailholm Spittal 
and (he pertainents, lying within the sheriffdoni 
of Roxburgh, to be holden of the said Abbot and 
Convent thereof in feu farm and heritage for ever, 
paying therefore x* merhs at two usual terms 
ailenerty y dated at the said Abbey S8th Novem- 
ber, 15S6, sic subscribitur. Jacobus Abbas de 
Dry burgh ; AndriasConnelson^ senior; Andrias- 
Purvis; GeorgiusHaliburton ; PalmerusPnrnis; 
Joannes Rutherford ; Andrias Cairneross ; Joan»< 
nes Chatto; Bartholimeus Woodel; Joannes 
Blackasked ; Geovgius Patterson'; Joannes 
TurnbuU; Wiy. Wilson; Stephanas Ballenr 
deaii.. 

In another place I find Smailbolm pays of^ 
yearly feu £\^ 68. 8d., and of augmentation 5s^ 
as by charter to (James) Horaeo^f Cowdenknows,. 
anno 1601. Kirkland of Smailhofa»,.now pos- 
sessed by John Hosburn, pays of feu — these — 
for the half of the Fiat of Cors. StrWiWani. 
Scott, for the feu of the Flat I6s. and two hens, 
is IOsm and two capons as sanie-*^carro inde^ 7s.. 
6d. Sum total to Smailholm is ^597, 6s. 7d. 

:^&dai« of the fin« carved cNikeii rooC bttin bave^ witkia. thir 
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tHB f AMILT OF PBIRGLC. 

The brave men who vrere intrusted with the 
tare of Smailholin^ signal tower are recorded at 
full length as follows. And as the Pringles of 
WbftteMnk, SmaUhobn^ Galashiels, and UliftoB, 
are the male representatives of the Pringles in 
general, to them we confine ourselves :— 

1. Robert Prin^le lived in the reign of Alex* 
ander ilL ; died in 1500, and left a son. 

8. Robert Pringle was a considerable free 
baron, and proprietor of much land in Berwick* 
shire; be died m the reign of King Robert, and 
left a son* 

3. Thomas Hop Pringle lived in the reign of 
King David Bruce, 13^6« There is a safe con« 
duct from King Edward of England to this 
Thomas Hop I^ringle, and Adam his son, with 
iS.pe?8onsin their retimie^ in the year lS6S.««p 
iRjim^f't Fad. Anglim^ vol. 6. p. Ai&jy Hedkd 
aoon after this^and was succeeded by !*is son^ 

4. Adam Pringle of Whitsun, who married in 
bis/ather's lifetime Marjory Keith, daughter of 
William Keith, great marshal of S<H>tland ; with 
bergot great accession to bis estate, wbtcfa* afM 
pc^s by a charter under the great seal from 
King David Bruce, dated 2dth of January, 1S6S« 
This Adafflj^and many of his successors, attached 
themselves entirely to the interest of the family 
^f Doi^lae, and aceompanied them in most oi 
tbeir heroic martial achievements, whereby they 
acquired to themselves great glory, and did great 
aervice to their King and .country* In the first 
charter granted by James, second Earl of Douglas^ 
to his soaSir William, of the lands and barony 
of Drumlanrig,, Adamde Hop Pringle isa witness. 
(See Chari.\^09€M Dvcemde Qmeembetrtfy an4 
Peerage, p^ 562.) And in the safe conduct 
granted by the Kings of England to this great 
j^milyj^ the FringUs of Smaiiholm are geaerall|^ 



mentioned among tbeir/ncii. By hyi wife Mar* 
jory Keith he left a son and t^uccessor., 

6. Rot>ert Pringle of Whftsan, afterwards' of 
Snwlholm^ a ^reat patriot and a mighty fatourit^ 
of that hero, James Earl of Douglas, even when 
a young man. He was his stittifer^ or 6bieldl<- 
bearer, at the memorable battle of Otterburn^ 
where the earl was so badly wounded in th« 
chest, owing to his being in so great a hurry to 
go into action, that he left behind hiaetMrass^ S€» 
the Doctor's care wa«i of no avait, and he died of 
hU wounds at Ferrington, in the year .IS8S* 
'There are still preserved several charters to tfaid 
Robert, of the ditferont parts of the lands and^ 
barony of Smailholm, viz. terrat iomicales de 
^Sniaifholmy^-Smaiiholm Crag^ the Tower of 
^maUholm^ &€• \*hich were long enjoyed by hi^ 
posterity. And as he preferred the designation 
;of Smailholm to that of Whitsun, the former 
4)ecame one of the chief titles of his family.-^ 
{Charters in the charter chest of the famifj/ of 
Jlarden.) The Earls of Douglas being wardena 
of the marches, we &nd this RobertofLen oajptaia 
of their giiarda or the bondero, in t4i6 reign of 
Kiag Robert liL and Jame» I. Wh^a Archh- 
bald, fourth Earl of Douglas, went to France 
with 10,066 auxiliaries to the assistance of 
4>harles VH. in the year I4S^; he accompanied 
bim« and' \^ as Mi^ tcutifer at the hard fought 
bat fie of VernofI, where they were both killed, as 
iw^ll as the Earlof Buchan, the King's son, who 
€i^mmanded the Scots that^davi anno 14^4. — {See 
Writs of the Fnmifj^ of Douglas. X And RobeH 
%a8 succeeded by bis son, 

6; Robert Fringle of Smailholm (they are all 
called Hop Pringle, but as it is not used now, 
"we omit if) which Robert Prlngle,- in the end of 
the re^i^n of James I. and beginning of that of 
James 11. had several lands confirmed to bim by 
AcchibaUi. fijlh Earl of Douglas, aad D,uk^ oi 
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Tttrenne, the superior^ pro bono tt fidell servt^ 
tado impenso et imaendenttf^ 8^c. — (fFrits of thh 
Family of Don^las^ and Scots {of Harden) 
charter chest.) This g^eneroui^and public spirited 
Robert Pringle, armiger^ contriborted largely to 
the btlildinji^a bridge (above Melrose on the road 
to GalashielsF and Bdinhtir^h) over the Tweed, 
which it is said cost him 100 pieces of gold ; hi« 
armorial bearing, viz. argent, a saltier, ingrailed 
azure, five escalope;, or^-erest a man's tieart, 
winged proper— motto, 8i/rtKi7i'^tvere placed on 
the hiiddlc pillar, and theonlycarved work on the 
whole building. This stone (Douglas says), at 
the request of Uie present proprietor of White- 
1>ank, was again placed in one of the pillars of the 
new bridge, biiilt in the place of the one destroyed 
by an overtloiv of the nver, though I must say 1 
never saw it when T crossed that bridge* 
' We must here remark that the Pringles^ 
,tbough they had constantly been active on the 
side of the Douglasses^ yet after the fall of that 
P^eat family they have always been dutiful and 
loyal subjects, and steady to the interests ofthetr 
King and country ; this Robert left a san> 

7. James Pringleof Smailholm, who&ucceedad 
him, and resided in the baronial tower. He 
flourished in the reigns of James II. and UK ; 
who he married is not notv known, or upcui re» 
cord, but he left two sons and oi^e daughter^-^ 
David his heir, and William, ancestor of the 
Pringles of Clifton, which appears by a charter 
'of eoniirniation under the great seal from Ktng 
James IV, IVilhelnw i/op* Fringie de SmoU' 
holm de terris de Clifton in vice commUmtu de 

Hoxburghy 6fc. confirmed August 8, 1509.— 

* - . - , 

• * Tbift H-jp bcfort ilie name w« 6nd eUcwhtre ; lb« Flcwi^gi 

.wli^iouitd tbe Laocftfteriiinii rhymed the name of lh«ir ciiWr* . 

Hop Wilkin. Hop Wilkin. Hop Wilkio, : 
Old England ii» ours we are lliinking^ 
|a tills liowevcr, tkey were miitftk^a^ 



(Charien in the Pvbtie Arehive$.) His daogli* 
ter Isabel, married lirst^ Archibald Doitglaf ^ 
Casbogle, son of William Douglas of Drumlail* 
rig ; and second, the celebrated Cragv Wallaee^ 
as brave a roan as Scotland erer produced ; ahe 
bad children by both. James Pringle of Sniaili^ 
holm died in the beginning of the reign of James 
IV • and was succeeded by his son, 

8. Da\id Pringle of Sniailholro, who made a 

Srent figure in the reigns of James 111. and IV* 
lis father resigned to him the lands of Pilmour, 
Blackchester, &c. near Lauder, in Berwickshire^ 
for which the King gave him a charter under ttie 
great seal, November 17, 1468. In the sasiiie 
of the lands of Etterick Forest, being part of tbe 
Jointure of Margaret, Queen of James IV. this 
David Pringle, and William his brother, are 
witnesses, June 1, \b03.^iRvmer^ voL 13. jar. 
71.) He afterwanls got a cliarter under the 
fpf eat seal of the land^ of Iledhead^ Wbkebanh^ 
&c. 15 lO.-il^isbei's Appendix^ p. 79.) Few 
den ever evinced more military courage and 
glory than he did, even when well advanced ia 
vears ; and James IV. took him with him to the 
field of Flodden, where he lost his life witli his 
illustrious master, l5\3.^(Nisbei a$ oiave.) 
He left a son, David his heir, dnd a daughter, 
Isabel, who married Sir David Home of Wed^ 
derburn, of whom the Earls of Dunbar, &c. ar« 
descended^^be was succeeded by his son, 

9. David Pringle of Smailholm Tower and 
Crags, who married Margaret, the daughter of 
Thomas Lundin of that ilk, in Fife, chieftain of 
Ihal ancient family ; with her he goi tlie ktfijdb- 
by charter, and baronv of Manoc in the vica^ 
county of Peebles, and of Dawick in the aame- 
irice-county, on the resignation of Jacob! Vauch;: 
lire first is dated in January, and the other in 
August ldS4. By the above Margaret Lundim 
h(^ had a soq^— Jamea hia heir^ aod a daughter. 
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Jmutiti wlio mftrried Qeorge Brown of CoUtoneyi 
her moilier, Margaret Lundin, being one of tbe 
ipiirties contractors^, as appears by their contract 
in 15S6| in the archives of the family of Colstonet 
Bnvid of Smatlbolm died in 15S5, and was buc« 
deeded by his only son, 

10* James Pringle of Smailholm Tower, who^ 
was possessed of a vast estate in the counties of 
Berwick^ Roxburgh, Selkirk, and Peebles. Ue 
married Johanna, daughter of George Home of 
W'edderburn, by whom he had a son, John^ hir 
heir. This James, the tenth baron of Smaii. 
bolm, was in great favour with King James V, 
and accomplanied his army in the unfortunate 
expedition to Solway Moss, in 1543, and was 
cum multos alios taken prisoner, but soon after*, 
wards obtained his liberty by payings ransom of 
400 merks sterling, in the year 1543 ; he died in 
1545, and was succeeded by his son,-— (/fym^r, 
w/. i4- p. 796.) 

11, John Pringle of Smailholm Tower and 
Grags, who like his brave ancestors the defender^ 
of tie borders, the advanced guard in the day of 
battle of the Scots aruiy, was always ready with 
sword and buckler to fight against the enemies 
of his country. He was in the Scots army at 
the battle of Pinkie, in 1547, but had the the*un« 
common good fortune to get off with his life. 
He afterwards became security to the English 
for 100 merks of gold, as the ransom of Hugh 
Rose of Kilravock, who had been taken prisoner 
itt the same battle. — (Se^ Writs of Kilravock^ 
and History of that I*amity^ p. 148. He mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of the brave James 
Crordonof JLiOchenvar, progenitor of the Lords 
of Ken mure, and got a charter under the great 
seftl from Mary Queen of Scots, for many lands 
in Berwickshire ; amongst the rest Bl^ckchester, 
near Lauder, is one; it is dated the Wih of 
Maitth^ 1557* By bis wife, Margaret Gordon^ he 
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had thre6 8on«) Andrevr bk heir^— seeond, Jlmitir* 
of Woodhouse and Wbitebanic, wbo .carried on 
the line of that family^^aod tbird^ David^ who 
iipon his »ir^*8 re»igfnation. |^ot a charter of thifit 
lands of Halcroft in K<^xburgh«biire, for payiiig'; 
a certain yearly acknOHrledgnient to Andrew^ hipi 
elder brother; dated I4lb March, 1557^ . He 
was succeeded by hia eldest son^ 

12. .Andrew Pringle of Sinailholm and CUila* 
ahiels, who married the Honourable Maribtte^ 
daughter of John^ fifth Lord Borthwick^ by 
whom he had a son, James, ht« apparent heir.««» 
(Peerage^ p. 79.) 

I ought to have . mentioned that the Pringlea. 
are a family of great antiquity^ and that the 
general opinion of our historians is, that tlie. 
first of them, a man of distinction^ having gone 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, after his return 
was called Pilgrim^ which in process of time 
was corrupted to Pringle^ The coat of arms 
alludes to this, l>eing a saltier, a pilgrim cross, 
§nd esicalop shell ; the shell pilgrims usually 
wore in their hats. — (See Geo, Mackenzie N is-- 
bet, and Douglasyp. 208.) They ought to have 
a pilgrim for their right supporter, and a man 
armed at all points for the celebrity of their mar- 
tial achievements, on the left. 

Hut to return to Andrew Pringle; he left 
one daughter, Susan, wbo married Randolph 
Rowchester of that ilk. — ( lii/mer.) He m)ide a 
settlement of his er^tate, containing an entail to 
(limself and his heirs male, with Mariotte his 
spouse, which fniling, to the heirs lunle of his 
brother James Pringle of Whitebank and Wood- 
house, dated l56S.-^(: Penes Whitebnnk.) 
, 13. James Pringle, only son and apparent 
heir of Andrew Pringle of Smailholm, upon his 
father^s resignation, got a charter under the 
great seal Jacobo Hop Pringle de SmaiJholm tt 
Galashiels t^rrarum^ Craiglight, &<:, jaccm in 



EiMck Forest ; dated in the jear 1588. He 
married a daughter of Robert Scott of Knight* 
spottie and Scotsstavert, director of chancery^, 
and died before his father^ leaving a son (Charts 
hi Pub- Archhci), 

14. Sir James, who succeeded his grandfather^ 
and got a charter under the ffreat seal of the 
lands of Galashiels, in \599* There wms a bond 
of friendship and manrent entered into by several 
families of the name of Pringle, who became 
mutually bound to assist and defend one another, 
against all mortals, the King's Majesty only ex« 
eepted. We will only mention the subscribers, 
as the deed is too long for our space in this little 
work : — First, James Prin^le of Smailholm ; 
second, James Pringle of Woodhouse ; thiidy 
James Pringle of that ilk ; fourth, George 
Pringle younger of Newhal), son and heir of 
James of Woodhouse ; fifth, George Pringle of 
Torwoodiee ; sixth, George Pringle of Blunlee ; 
seventh, James Pringle younger of Whitebank* 
This association is dated at Galashiels the 26th 
day of July, 1S94 {in the Archives of the Family 
ofStitehei.) 

This Sir James married a daughter of Ker of 
Linton, by whom he had two sons — First, David, 
who died before his fathei*, unmarried-^second, 
John, who became his father's heir, (lis eldest 
daughter, Jane, married Hugh Scott, Ei>q. of 
Harden, whose son tiugit, upon the death of John 
Pringle of Smailholm" Crag, her brother, who 
survived her, became heir of line of this family^ 
and was progenitor of the Scots of Gala — (See 
their Register of Title.) His second daughter 
married Sir John Murray of Philiphaugh. This 
James was a man of considerable abilities, and 
was in such favour with King James VL that he 
conferred the honour of knighthood on him, 
which appears by a charter under the great seal, 
in the year 1616^ for the laiids of Craiglight and 
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BUckcbester. Cum Molendins — it stiles kid^ 
piUiii — and being much about the court of King 
James, be much encumbered his estate. King* 
Charles I. also granted him a charter of the* 
same description^ anno 16S9. Sir James went 
to Newcastle from Smailhblm, where he had 
resided long, and died in the former city in 1641* 
He was succeeded by his only son, 

15. John Pringle, generally designated of 
STmailholm Cra^, who was also a bad economist^ 
so what with his father's debts and his own most 
of the paternal estate was carried off by legal 
diligence; by diligence men generally acquire 
fortunes, but this sort of diligence would ruin 
even a princely fortune-*it is melancholy to think 
of it. He never married, and of course had no 
heirs. We have said above that he was settled 
heir to his father. Sir James, on a brief of chan« 
eery, which we know by a return dated the year 
be died, 1641, in the charter chest of the 
Pringles of Whitebank ; thus he did not lone 
survive his father, but before his death he sold 
Smailholm Crags to Sir William Scott of Harden, 
whose estate of Merton joins Smailholm — the 
tower then went to decay. We have also stated 
above that an old lady lived in it after the year 
1700;* and the last person whq was in it to dwell 
Was her housekeeper, who afterwards returned 
to her family at Ford, near Ford Castle, in 
' Northuml>erland. 1 saw it ftrst in 1790, when 
it was nearly in the same state as it now is. The 
heir of the old lady, who married her daughter, 
was called Alexander Dickson, built Smailholm 
house, to which the present village -of Smailholm 

i'oins, and over the door of which appear the 
etters A. D. 1706. It now belongs to the 
Mellerstain family. 

From the top of Smailholm Tower there is a 

Page 94. 



magnificent riew of Hume Castle, not three 
miles off. While CromwelFs army besieged 
Hume, and almost battered it down in the time 
of Willv.Wastle, they also besieged Smailholm 
Tower in the time of the last John Pringle, who 
held out the tower $ Md Ctomweirs people 
battered down the chapel before he would sur- 
render. There is also a fine view of Meller- 
stain house from the bartizan— the splendid seat 
of George BaiUie^ Esq. of Jerviswood and 
Mellerstain. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

LIFE OF A MONK, OR FRIAR, 

IN ANCIENT TIMES. 



X HEIR lodging^s cost them nothing in the 
A-bbey ; and the dress of each indi vidual is scarcely 
worth fifteen shillings, being made by their own 
manufacture, of very coarse woollen stuff. They 
wear (at Dryburgh) white, being white friars, and 
have neither linen nor stockings, and have san* 
dels with boot legs and wooden soles, for shoes. 
However, though they are seldom or never dis- 
tressed for eating, ^r drinking, clothes, or lodg- 
^^gy y^^ ^^^y ^^^^ in general a very hard and 
uncomfortable life, l^hey must rise every day 
very early to sing matins in the choir, say their 
masses, a«d hear people^s-confessions. This last 
business many will think very agreeable, — yet I 
could never nnd any confessor pleased with this 
task. Some of them whose veracity I have no 
reason to doubt, have assured me that this bust- 
ness is very tiresome, because the largest number 
of their penitents are entirely unknown to them, 
and they repeat almost the same stories over and 
over again, — because they can seldom see their 
laces, and because those who commit singular 
and curious sins seldom go to confess them, and 
only the vulgar tease them for whole hours with 
their petty scruples, simple fooleries and de- 
baucheries, and ridiculous vices. If all people 
were to tell their real doings or misdoings hon- 
estly, which few will do, the confessors would 
have the means of knowing the world better than 
any set of men ; but this is far from being the 
case, the greatest part of them being remarkably 
Ignorant on this head* And I have often had 
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occasion to observe^ that the confessors, both 
friars and priests, have not only a great affection^ 
but an unbounded veneration for women, and 
appear not to value men much, and though that 
veneration may be attributed to the sexes superior 
goodness, of which they are informed by means 
of confession, yet many of our wags suspect that 
the confessors never can read the hearts of 
females, and that they are more insincere in their 
confessions than men — and confess odd things 
under the rose* When the fatiguing task of the 
morning is over, the friars go to dinner, at twelve 
q^clock exactly, which is always very scanty ;«• 
while they dine they do not speak,— but listen to 
one of their brethren, who reads some book all 
the time of dinner. After dinner, a full hour is 
given for recreation, which consists in walking 
about their garden in summer, or sitting round 
the refectory fire, which is in the middle of this 
great hall in winter, chattering, telling stories, 
or disputing with each other ; after which, they . 
^o to sing again for another hour, and when this 
IS. over those who choose to go out, kneel before 
one of their superiors, kiss the hem of his gar* 
inent, and they beg permission for so doing, 
which is seldom denied. Those who chuse to 
stay at home retire to their cells to read, write, 
or to do some manual work. At sunset they 
must always be^ within doors to sing prayers he* 
fore supper, after which they all withdraw and 
and go immediately to bed if they chuse, or look 
over their books, or mend their garments for an 
hour or two ; and this is the only time almost 
they can freely bestow on the acquisition of learn- 
ing. As their meals are not plentiful, so their 
beds are none of the softest, but consist of a 
mattress stuffed with the beet straw or leaves, 
with a coarse coverlet of cloth, and no sheets. 
There they throw themselves down* About 
midnight they are awakened by a thing like a 
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watdinMin's rattle^ tirriled in all parts of the 
convent by lay In^elbers^ and called again to 
prayers for another hour ; after which they retire 
to rest till day break. This interruption of their 
sleep many of them have assured me to be their 
greatest hardship, and that it is so unnatural that 
no length of time ever reconciles them to it, as 
it does to all other duties, as it is not only a 
bardship, but tends to impair their constitution ; 
3fet their unaltered temperanoe, and regular 
manner of living, screen them from many of the 
disorders incident to those who live in ease and 
plenty, and very few of them appear sickly or 
puny ; but all look florid, robust, and not dis*- 
oontfnted, which by their enemies is atributed to 
their plentiful diet and lazy way of living. 

We will now say a word or two about the 
nuns. As soon as the rooming appears, and in 
winter long before, they get up and go to sing 
their prayers in the choir. Then to breakfast, 
which consists of a bit of bread and a glass of 
water. Their dinners are likewise very frugal; 
a cup of soup, a slice of bouilli^ and a bit of 
cheese with some fruity is all they customarily 
]iave^and their suppers are still scantier. 
During Lent and Advent, they fare still worse, 
for they have but one n^eagre dish in the norn« 
ing, with undressed sallac^ and only bread and 
fruit in the evening ; poor thingw^ they scarcely 
ever have a full meal except when they receive 
a new nun at Easter, and at Christmas, and on 
their Patron Saints' day, once a year. They 
fast likewise on Fridays and Satnrdays, all the 
year, and sing and pray in the choir, three or 
four hours a day at different times. If the^ have 
any little pensions from their families^ as isgene* 
rally the case, or if they are ingenious and labori* 
ous in making ribbands, garters, flowers, buttons, 
cakes, and knitting stockings and other things for 
sale, they are enabled to procure themselves 
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some cboccolate and coffee* of which they are all 
very ambitious to have some provision of those 
two delicacies, that they may regale themselves 
and their visitors. — Bareiii. 



TO MY BOOK, 

AND POST CHAISE COMPANION. 

Dryhurgh Abbejfy August 12, 1836. 
Mr DeAR Fribnd, — As you have attended 
me so far, I take the liberty of mentioning that 
the Tower of the Southern Abhies^ as they are 
called, are very frequently made, either by post 
chaise or coach, as both conveyances can be had^ 
along the whole line of road* You leave Edin* 
burgh by Nicholson Street — pass Newingtoh, 
Craigmiliar Castle on your left, Melville Castle^ 
beautifully situated on the banks of the North 
Esk; then Newbattle Abbey, the Marquis of 
tjotbian's — his park and gardens are well worth 
notice ; at three miles, pass Libberton villara 
and church ; four miles, Gilmerton, a poor vil« 
lage ; Dalhousie Castle, the Earl of Dalhousie^s 
<— Arniston gate worthy of notice — to Fushie 
firidge, where, if in a post chaiee, change horsei 
«--en eleven mile stas:e — the horses are good all 
along the road. From Fushie Bridge, Mrs 
Wilson^s, is seen Bprthwick Castle, in ruins'^ 
the letter of licence for erecting this stately 
castle was granted the 2d of June, 1430, by the 
guardians of James IL of Scots, to William, 
first Lord Borthwick ; it is 90 feet in height to 
the battlements, and including the roof, which is 
arched, is 1 10 feet high— the great hall is 40 feet 
long, and tradition says it was formerly elegantly 
adorned with tapestry, &c« Notwithstanding its 
strength, for the walls are 13 feet thick, it was 
taken by Oliver Cromwell, in I65fr; a copy of 
his summoi^. i9»p]%ser%ed by Mr. Clunie in his 



article in tlie Statistical History of Scotland : it 
is a magnificent ruin, of astonishing strength, 
and still very entire. Setting out the second 
stage; atCurrie-endyonpassCurrie House, 
Brown, Esq. ; then Carrington, Earl of Rose- 
berry's ; Haining Shaw, (shaw means a wood) ; 

Crookstone; Middleton House ; Mitchel- 

son, Esq. ; Wetherston turnpike-bar ; Torsonce 
Inn, twenty-three miles from Edinburgh, and 
twelve from Fushie Bridge, where change horses ; 
pass Stow village, (from which Miss Innis of 
fetow takes her title), ehurch, and church-yard'; 
pass Gather turnpike-gate, near which is Lugate 
Castle, in ruins ; Buckholm farm, at thirty and a 
half; Galashiels you see on the Gala Water 
below you ; Langhaugh House, Captain Ciark% 
B.N.; Langlee House, Bruce, Esq. In the 

distance, on the right, Abbotsford, the Pavilion, 
Liord Sommerville*s, or father Melrose Pavilion, 
at Melrose stone bridge, St. Helen's, the late 
Isaac Haig's, Esq. (a man of a thousand) and 
Melrose, thirty-six miles from Edinburgh, and 
thirteen from Torsonce. Here stbp and see 
Melrose Abbey, in rums, one of the finest re- 
mains in Scotland of Gothic architecture, with 
a very good account of it to be had of Mr John 
Bower, who shows it ; also Abbotsford, Sir 
Walter Scott's, and return to Melrose, from 
which it is distant three miles. Then to Dry- 
burgh Abbey, the second of these abbies, the 
seat of Sir David Erskine. Without returning to 
Melrose, you can proceed by St. Boswell's Green 
towards Jedburgh; after passing St. Boswell's, 
where there is a very fine castellated inn, the 
property of the Duke of Buccleuch, where his 
Grace's fox-hounds are kept in a kennel, and 
hunting stable contiguous to it; it is kept by 
Swan, an industrious fellow, who is at present 
^making it as comfortable as he can ; it is just 
finished-— where sleep the first night. Atler 
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leafing it, you pass on your right Ellieston, seat 

of TuUoen, Esq. of the Honourable East 

India Company's Service ; here, in looking back, 
you have a fine view of the Eildon Hills, the 
Trimontium of the Romans, very remarkable in 
their appearance, with a fine Roman camp on 
the east, or Praetorian-hill ; after passing Hilton- 
hill farmland Hilton-hill turnpike-bar, you 
come to liilliard's edge, where the battle of that 
name was fought in 1544, where the tomb-stone 
of Ijady Liliiard is -still to be seen on the extreme 
right, or east end of the battle field. There is a 
place called JLilliesleaf, a corruption of Lilliard's 
liee, which was her property, about three miles 
off.^ The English had killed her husband, or 
sweetheart, while foraging, and she went into the 
'battle sword in hand (Ihey say his sword), and 
absolutely fought against them till they cut her 
in pieces : from thence you proceed to Ancrum, 
the seat of Sir William Scott, Bart, of Ancrum, 
near which are* the Malton Walls, under which 
several vaults have been discovered ; the tradi- 
tion is, that it was a building belonging to the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, or of Malta, 
who, on account of their splendid achievements, 
had acquired property in every part of Europe. 
There are also some curious caves of the ancient 
borderers near Ancrum. The house has been 
greatly enlarged by the present baronet. On the 
fe^ft is Mount Teviot, the Marquis of Lothian's, 
a fine house, but not quite finished, and the 
Waterloo monument on Pinelheugh, about 100 
fe^t high, built by the late Marquis and his ten- 
antry, to the memory of the heroes who fell at 
Waterloo<— this tower also/e// with a tremendous 
crash the year it was built. Pass the river 
Teviot at Ancrum bridge, a beautiful structure ; 
pass Jardine-hall, inhabited by the Baron de 
Burgh; Bonjedward, -— Jardine's, Esq.; cross 
the silvan Jed, then the village of ISongate, 



Stewartfield on the lefk, into Jedbaiig^h, to the 
Spread Eagle; see the Abbey, the Castle, aad 
Mary Queen of Scot's house. Take a distant view 
of the whole of themfroih the picturesque cottage 
of John Riddell, Esq. formerly of Grahamslaw ; 
of the town we must say it is beautiful, and 
stands on the river Jed, which rises in the north 
aide of the Carter Fells, part of the Cheviot, 
fourteen miles above Jedburgh, and runs into the 
Teviot two miles below it. The town, which is 
the capital of the county of Roxburgh, stands 
nearly in the middle of the county, is well built 
and populous, and has a good market for corn 
and cattle. On the west side of the river stands 
the beautiful ruins of the Abbey, founded by 
David L about 1140, a part of which ancient pile 
unfortunately still serves for a parish church ; I 
wish the Jedburgh people would imitate the 
taste of the people of Melrose and Dry- 
burgh, and build a new church ; the dissent* 
ers have acted nobly in this way in building 
places of worship. There is a fine Town House, 
where the Sheriff Court and Presbytery is held, 
and this town is a borough of barony in the family 
of Lothian. The original name of this place 
was Gadborough, from the GadinU ^^ho anciently 
inhabited the whole tract of country between the 
Tyne and the Teviot. In a charter granted by 
King William the Lion, in 1165, to the abbot 
and monks of Jedburgh, the name is often spelt 
Jedwarth, or Jed ward. The air of the place 
is salubrious ; a woman lived in 1775, who was 
105 years old. The orchards produce fruit, the 
remains of the old Abbey gardens, to the tune 
of £300 a year — from Melrose to Jedburgh is 
between thirteen and fourteen miles* Here you 
must take fresh horises for Kelso, and retrace 
your steps as far as Bonjedward — proceed east- 
ward, pass Shortiveacres* ; near this village is 

* Sbertsbitfacrcs. 
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the celebrated Roman road called Wattling 
Street ; there was a Roman station on Pinelheugh. 
on which the Waterloo tower formerly mentioned 
stands, which you pass near again ; from this 
site, which is very high, the whole county of 
Berwick is to be seen, with a distant view of the 
German Ocean. You come next to Crailing, 
from which the Crailing Band takes its name, a 
kind of ancient police, part of which is still used 
in Jedburgh when occasion requires. You pass 
Crailing kirk and manse, village and house, ■ 
Paton, Esq. formerly the JLord Cranstone — 
Eckford kirk and manse, and chain bridge^ 
belonging to Robert Mein, Esq. of Ormiston, 
and Ormiston House ; Eckford liank, the Duke 
of Buccleuch's. The scenery along the whole 
of this road about Eckford is of continued beauty, 
following the line of the Teviot, but more parti- 
cularly so at Sunlaws Hill, where Miss Mela 
lives, and where the whole course of the Teviot 
to the Tweed is seen meandering through an 
extensive valley, rendered highly picturesque 
both by nature and art. The Grahamslaw 
and Sunlaws cares are extraordinary remains 
of border under ground habitations and hiding 
places, one of which, at Sunlaws, was used as a 
stable for troop horses when the Pretender past 
through this part of the country in 1745, and is 
still called the horse cave. You then pass Hieton, 
Roxburgh, Springwood Park, the seat of young 
Sir George hcott Douglas, Bart., along Kelso 
Bridge into Kelso ; from the bridge see Floors 
Castle, the magnificent habitation of the young 
Duke of Roxburghe— Kelso to the Cross Keys, 
Mr Yule's, an excellent inn. Kelso is beautifully 
situated) surrounded by hills in the form of an 
amphitheatre. The bridge adds much to the 
heauty of the place, so does the old Abbey, the 
surrounding walks and the fine scenery all con* 
spire to render it one of the most delightful 

L3 
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residences in Scotland, and is much resorted to 
by tourists* The Abbey was formerly a vast 
edifice, and is now a venerable monument of 
taste and magnificence. It was built by David 
I. King of Scotland, in 1128, and dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist^ 
here James 11. oi Scots was killed by the bursting 
of a cannon, and his son James 111. crowned; 
Kelso bell is in Hexham Abbey — so monks could 
thieve as well as others in those days. The view 
from the library is well worth the attention of 
travellers, for from thence is seen the junction of 
the Tweed and Teviot. We now bend our steps, 
after a good night's rest, back to Edinburgh ; the 
road runs along the Duke of Roxburghe's park 
wall, up a new cut, (which does the trustees of 
the road great credit) towards Newton Don, Sir 
Alexander Don's, the youthful proprietor, to 
StitcheU, Sir John Pringle's. The view looking 
back from this spot to Kelso, is particularly ro« 
mantic, and very extensive, having before you as 
on a map Kelso and its Abbey, the Floors, Rox- 
burgh Castle, and the beautiful grounds of Sftring- 
wood Park, on the opposite side of the Tweed ; 
and to the west the three Eildon Hills in the 
distance. Nenthorn hill, village, and kirk. Pass 
Mellerstain, George Baillie, Esq. a magnificent 
baronial mansion; crossthe river Eden, Nenthorn 
House, belonging to ^— • Roy, Esq. ; Gordoa 
viilage^ivf, witli East Gordon, the title of Duke 
to the Gordon family, but is now become only a 
marquisate, under the title of Huntly,a place in 
this neighbourhood. See HumeCastle,whichdur* 
ing life wars on the borders, in the time of Charles 
I., was taken by Oliver Cromwell, and almost bat- 
tered to the ground, as also Smailholm Tower, 
the barnken of which was destroyed by his can- 
non, and then it surrendered — at Gordon Tower, 
near which is Greenknow House and Tower, the 
property of Captain Faiiholm^ go on to Brown's 
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Hall, near Huntlywood, from which the Marquis 
of Huntly takes his title, are two farms, Rumble- 
ton and Rumbletonlaw, which is a corruption of 
Romantowuand Romantownlaw, which makes it 
very probable the Romans had a station here, 
and on. the law there are the remains of extensive 
fortifications; Leorerwood House, ——^ Bailli^, 

Esq« Le^erwood Kirk ; Bassendean House, 

Home, h»8q« ; Spottiswoode House, ■ Spottis- 
woode, Esq. Near this are the remains of two 
ancient towers, monuments of the state of society 
in the time of our ancestors, where, with the 
exception of the ecclesiastical buildings, there 
were no other save the castellated tower and the 
cottage. Whiteburn Inn— change horses, Boond* 
rich ; cross the Boon water ; Thirlstane Castle, 
ESari of Lauderdale's. This castle has stood the 
test of five centuries ; there are some noble ap- 
partments in it, one of which is preserved in the 
t^tyle of the age of the original building ; cross 
the JLauder water to Lauder town. The factious 
nobility assembled here in the time of James III. 
and put Thomas Cochrane, who had been created 
Earl of March, and three or four of James' 
nobles to death by hanging them over the Brig 
of Lauder. Pass CartVae Mill Inn to Oxton — 

Oxlon House, Justice Hall, Air House, Som« 

merville, Esq. ; through Oxton parish passes 
the great Roman road Irom Borough Bridge to 
the Lothians, and can be traced through the 
whole of this parish, the girth-gate came also 
from Melrose to Restlaw house, or castle, where 
the monks used to rest on their way from Jed- 
burgh, Dryburgh, Kelso, and Melrose^ to Edin- 
burgh. Come then to Lourie's Den, cross Soutra 
Hill, on the top of which was the remains of an 
hospital (old name for an inn), built by Malcolm 
IV.. in li()4. Soutra Hill is one of the range of 
the Lammermuir Hills, which terminate at St. 
Abb's Head i it is 1200 feet above the level of 
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the sea, and from the top of it is one of the finest 
views in Scotland — Edinburgh and its Castle, the 
Pentland Hills, North Berwick Law, Traprain 
|jaw, Haddington, the Firth of Forth, and the 
distant hills of Fife, Largo Law, &c. &c.. Near 
this are the Pictish and Scottish encampments, 
they are round and oval, called Kings by the 
common people ; here the country is barren and 
covered with heath. Enter Berwickshire, pass 
Lindean-head, Hoptonhaugh*head, to Black* 
shiels Inn, a new built or rather rebuilt inn, by 
Sir John Dalrymple, Bart : — before you come to 
Blackshieis you pass Woodcot, the seat of 
Colonel Thomas Erskine Napier; pass Fala 
village and kirk; after changing horses, to Blacks 

castle, Mackay, Esq. : this ancient building 

is sometimes called Cakemuir Castle, and al« 
though still entire and inhabited, is certainly of 
very great antiquity ;-*the most ancient part 
thereof consists of a square tov^er, four stories 
high, withhold projecting battlements surround* 
ing the roof. In the tower there is an apartment 
called Queen Mary's loom, which it is tradition- 
ally reported that unfortunate Princess occupied 
after escaping disguised in man's apparel from 
Borthwick Castle, mentioned above, when that 
place became surrounded by Lord Home and his 
followers, and before she went to join Bothwell 
at Dunbar. There is the remains of intrench- 
ments near Longfaugh ; it stands on a rising 
ground, is of a circular form, and may easily fa^ 
traced. It is probahle some great battle hasbeeji 
fought in its neighbourhood, from th« quantity of 
human and horse bones which have been dug up 
there. Go on to Creightondean, near which is 
Creighton Castle, once the habitation of Lord 
Chancellor Creighton, joint-guardian with the 
liarl of Caliendar, of King James II. in his 
minority, called James with the fiery face, from 
a red wine mark on one of his cheeks. This 
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Chancellor Creighton was a powerfal and a 
spirited statesman in Tery tarbulent times, and 
the opposer of the bold and bloody deeds of the 
too powerful Earl of Douglas. fJoring the life 
of Lord Creifl:hton it was besiesfed, taken, and 
battered to the ground by William Earl of 
Douglas, but it was afterwards rebuilt by Lord 
Creighton : it is the property of Burn Catiender, 
Esq. ; Pathhead, a long village ; proceed to 
Chesterhall, — — Kinnear, Esq. ; see Oxenford 
Castle, Sir John Dalryrople's, Bart. ; Fordal- 
dean and Fordal House — a Roman camp— 
Hawkshall Inn, cross the river at NewmilU — a 
fine view of Dalkeith Hou5^, the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch*9, and grounds ; enter Dalkeith, Little 
France, which takes its name from Ridzio, and 
the French servants of Mary Queen of Scots 
taking up their abode there, when that Qtieen 
and her mother were at Craigmillar ; Salisbury 
Green, Sir Robert Keith Dick's ; fine view of 
Arthur Seat, (ArdnaSaid, Hill of Archers) where 
the royal archers, the King's body guard, used 
to practice at the target. Newingtoii and Edin- 
burgh. On this tour I would advise the }oung 
tourist to make three days of it ; sleep the first 
night at St. BoswelFs Green Inn, Swan's, a splen- 
did new inn built by his Grace the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch, in a castellated form, close to St. Bos- 
well's and the Duke's hunting stable ; sleep the 
second night at theCross Keys, Kelso, and home 
to Edinburgh the third night. Coaches ply the 
whole road, and excellent ones they are. The 
Blucher coach from the Waterloo, will set the 
tourist down at Melrose, or St. Boswell's, just 
as he chooses; the same coach next day will take 
him on to Jedburgh ; from Jedburgh to Kelso 
by the Hawick and Berwick coach ; and from 
Kelso to Edinburgh by the Tweedside coach, or 
the Newcastle and Edinburgh coach. Now, as 
i.have made the tourist my post chaise com« 
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panton so long, I will conclude by advising him 
to take fine weather for his journey, and believe 
me to be hit (or her) very obliged friend, 

DAVID ERSKINE. 
To mjf Book and Post Chaise . 
Companion* 



PosTBcniPT. — Before finally closing the work, 
I have foond a few articles which ought to be 
mentioned. 

One of the olr* keys of the Abbey of Dryburgh 
was found A.D. 1812, among the rubbish; tbe 
head is diifeiXMit from a common key, and instead 
of a pipe at the other end, it has a long sharp 
spike ; this Lord Buchan placed in his library, 

under the bust of Pooe Pius VI. 

■ 

A stone hatchet wa«4 found the same year, on 
which Lord Buchan put the following inscrip* 
tion — 

Found on the Bass HiU of Jdryborgli, tbe place of 

ancienl sacrifice and interment, amongKt akbcs, 

A.D. 1S12. (Signed^ Buchan. 

May 13. — An iron fetter has been this day 
found in the dungeons of the Abbey, by Lady 
Erskine, and is now in possession of the author. 

A very curious stone coffin was found at 
this place under the following^ circumstances : — 
The farmer, Mr Miller, (of the Rojal Scots 
regiment ), had occasion to dig a four toot drain 
round his house ; and tbe workmen, at the N. 
£. corner of the house, came upon a number of 
quarried stones, which they had to remove 
(April 2, 1825.) At last, about three feet deep, 
they came to a very large one, which, when 
struck with a pick, sounded hollow ; Mr M. 
happening to pass at the time, the workmen told 
him they had found what thev supposed the sub- 
terraneous passage between Dryburgh aud Oid 
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Melroee. Afterwards, on raising up the lid of 
the coffin, ^e saw a skull, two shin bones, and 
one rib ; all the other remains had returned to 
their original dust. It being frosty weather at 
the time, with three days snow, 1 had the sar» 
cophagus conveyed to the ruins of the Church of 
the Abbey on a sledge. The workmen put the 
skull and bones in a box, and buried them in the 
Abbey chucch-yard, but not before the measure 
was taken of the leg bones, which was 19 inches. 
The coffin was about a ton weight, of one solid 
stone ; it measured 6 feet 3 inches, inside mea- 
sure, in length, and SO inches broad at the 
shoulders-— it i« of the pink coloured stone of the 
neighbourhood. But the most extraordinary 

Eart of the whole was a stone pUlow for the 
ead, with a groove for the reception of the skull ; 
this stone is white and very sott, and now that it 
is exposed to the air, it decompose^;, or blows. 
There is a round hole in the cotBn to let the 
ashes subside. 

1 have placed this curious stone coffin imme- 
diately opposite the burying-place of Sir Walter 
Scott. There is no inscription on it ; it was 
lying from south-east to north-west. Many 
pieces of coffins have been found on this spot 
before. The site is close to the Temple which 
the Earlof Buchan built in honour of Thomson^ 
'^(Transactions of tb€ Socieiu of Antiquarits^ 
18^8, p. 48.) 

fj^T I have by accident this moment (May 1^ 
18^8), found the following curious article :-— 

In 1322, the monastery of Dr) burgh was plun- 
dered, and a great part of it burnt by the army 
of Edward of England, and again suffered in 
1544, (November 9), by the troops of Henry 
Vlll. In the year 1560, an act was passed by 
the reforming (it ought to have been c/eformingJL 
estates of the church, for demolishing cloisters 
and abbey churches^ when Dry burgh Abbey was 
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destroyed (by Wiieatly and others) amongst the 
rest, and left nearly in its present state.. Tan^ 
turn relish poiuit suadere malorum. 

Archbishop Spottisivood of Berwickshire writes 
(anno 1560)|— ^' The very sepulchres of the dead 
were not spared ; the registers of the church and 
libraries were cast into the fire, the holy vessels, 
and whatsoever men could make gain of, as 
timber, lead, bells, plate, &c. were put up to sale^ 
so that in a word all was ruined, and what had 
escaped in the first tumult, did now undergo the 
same calamity.'*— (See Spotliswood and Sibbald,} 

The Abbot might in these words have taken 
ieave of his fraternity — 

Tend ma to-night ; 

May be it is the period of y out duty ; 

Perhaps you shali not see me more ; or if, 

A mangled shadow ; perchance to-morrow 

You'll serve another master. I look on yoa 

As one that takes his leave. Mine honest friends, 

1 tumi'd you not away ; but like a master 

Married to yotir good service, stay till death : 

Tend me to-night two hours; I ask no more. 

And Qttd reward you for it* 

Sha£KSI'EAIIS«. 
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THE GODS OF TH£ GRfiEKS, AKD THEIR 
PRINCELT LIKENESSJGS. 

mnPSCTruLLT dxdicateb xt tkx beatji obssk pxoflb. 

I 

Written by Si« DAVID ERSKINE, Berwlckfhir*. 



Toaei Free MaswCt Anthem-^** Come kt u$ prepare.** 



Cried Jove jn bii car, 

When sounding to ivar, 
Ccveat Henry the VUI. wm like into me. 

And Juno did loiile, 

At sbe lang all tb* while,-** 
Id Arragon Kale my likeneik I ie«. 

Apollo did rfie, 

A God rery wiie ; 
To Fred*rick tiie Great I my friendtbip did prove. 

And Venus she sigh*d, 

The heavenly blue e)*J,— 
Sang» Mary o*Scots was like m»*Queen of Love. 

Tben Mars did loud roa", 

As be march'd o*er th* floor, 
Napoleon of France was most like to WB, 

And Neptune did sing, 

With elegant mien, 
The IV. of the Williams is King of the Sba.. 

Tben Baoehus rose op, 

And drank off bis cop, 
Josepbus of Spain's my Viceroy of Wiot. 

And Mom us he laughM, 

As good grape be qealTd, 
Pope Sextus the V. laogh'd well in hit time* 

Minerva looked grave, 

And sang but one stave, 
£liz*betb of Gogland with me did agre«, 

And Vulcan he roar*d. 

As he ruse from the board^ 
Th* Ottoman Turk with my anvil made ffee. 

Bellona came in, 

In brave warlike trim^ 
Qneen Christi>«n the Swede on earth made a ftin, 

And Dian* the Chaste, 

As ber Zone she brac'd— - 
Sigb*d Xtucrace of Home was like unto U8» 
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Then up »be Ck)cli got, 

Spne ncllow, tome not, 
SoiDt laugb'd and some drank like Hcroti of fane ; 

United tbey swore, 

Cre their reTel was o'er^ 
That the Holy AUiaace was ]ika aato then. 



ADDRESS TO THE aHADE OF THOMSON, 

On kii Commemoraiion at Ednam, RoxburghMrt, 

Written by Robert Burns, who was present. 

The late Earl of Buchan^ President* 



While virgin Spring, by Eden's floods 
Unfolds her tender mantle green, . 
Or pranks the sod in Stolic mood. 
Or tunes ^olian strains .bet ween : 

Mobile SvHiiER, with a matron grace, 
Retreats to DaYBrRGB's cooling sbade^ 
Tet oft, delighted, stops to trace 
The progress of the spiky blade: 

'Wbi'e Autumn, benefactor kind, i 
By Tweed erects his aged bead ; 
And sees, with self-approving mind, 
£acb creature on his bounty fed : 

While maniac Winter rages o'er 
The bills, whence classic Yurrow flows,. , 
Housing the turbid torrent's roar^ . 
Or sweeping, wild, a waste of snows . 

So long, sweet Poet of the Tear, 
Shall bloom that wreath thou well bast won: 
While Scotia, with exulting tear. 
Proclaims that. Thomson was her Son. . 



CHARTERa IN THC POSSESSION OF SIR DAVID 
ERSKINS: OF 0RTBURGH.« 

" Jobannei Comet Biichqohtinte, ao Doster et bar de Glen* 
ciitbtiie« bonorabili Tiro Andras Bard de LayeroKlavv, terras meat 
da Glencatbill and AacboieddaiH infra vie da fiani]^ 28 Oct. 
ISZU 

" JONEy ERIX OF BOVCQYHANE, 
*» Witb my hand." 
(SetttiOtachetk) 

" Jaoobut Comet Morayieniif, &c. Georgio Baird ur Auchmadana 
— ter de GlencQtbill, infra vie dt Aberdene, 1565. 

" JAMES STEWART." 
(Seal attached.) 

'* Robertas et Christina, Comes et Gomitisca Ruahaniss, ac 
D. N. S, and d. n. a de Giendovaebie, &e. Georg^io. Of(ilvie de 
Dimlttgas, &c. Terras de Tarlair, infra tic de Banff^ 21 NoTomber, 
1574. 

« CRISTEK STEWART. BUCHANE." 

(SeaU attached,) 

*' John, Commendatour of Inebmahomnck, to Alexander Scott, 
mosician and organist for the Deacon of our quier in mosic and 
playing, and for other reasonable CHOses, &c. ane cbannouns portion 
of oar said place, with fire, chamber, candle, kc,** 
(His seal jpretti/ etdire,) 

** James, Coromendataur of the Priones of St. Androis and Pitten- 
weim. Deed of reversion, lands of Allachyne, Nether Ardmora, 
Tfithin the sheriffdom of Aberdeen » 15 March, [55t>. 

••^ JA. COMKN. OF SANCTAND." 
(Seal ^eserve^) 

" Ch. eon. under the great seal by James Y^ of a cb. of Wa]t«ff 
Ogihia of Dunlogas, Knt. and Hun Tiro Jacobo Gordon da Cul- 
qahodiestone. Terras de Fortri, &c. infra tic de Banff, ch. con- 
firmed, is dated 2% August, 1536. The ch. of con. is dated three days 
before." 

(SctU.) 

" Ch. Robert and Christian, F,arl and Countess of Buchan, to 
George Ogilvie of Dunlogas, of 13 roods of lands in the burgh of 
Doan, 1574." 

* DiscoTered in consequence of his Grace the Duke of Sather* 
land haTing requested to know whether thece were any Murray 
charters. at Dr) burgh Abbey. 



** Ch« under the great ■cal of James III.— -Avonculo nostro .Tacobo 
Stewart, Miiiti et Margarete de Ogilvie, Apoatse Sue, &c. Terras 
dc Doun, &c. infra tio de Banff, 1 March, 1466." 
CSeaL) 

** Gh. John, Conmendaf or of the AbVey of Drybnrgh and Cod« 
vent of the samcn, && tettis to David Oswald and Eiison Tod- 
dcriek, hit spouie, acres of land in the neighboarboadi 1654.** 

** G(fl ander the pf Wy seal, Mary Queen of Scots, to James I!Rr1 
of Moray, of the ulard, nonenlries. mails, &c. uf the lands of Glen- 
ruthill, Ac. by nonentry throusfa the decease of umqahile John 
£arl of Bochan, S2 September, 1S6S." 

Aad many others* 
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mOGRAPHY OF JETHRQ TUhU &(b ; 

D^endsdfPBm TUI^LIAS AGRICQLA. 

Tb!^ o^lebrated AgricnlturUt, who resided often. vvithMr iTinla^ww^ 
' kt Drybargh; bat whose home was at Kirknewton^ 

ia Noribumbefiaiidi^ - 

jSmJ[. dba^. Author op the TaxiBS, of ms^ 
IiAiir ]^tO,E^^r-I Hye read wiUi pl^^Ar^sei^eral o£ 
yaw* .warlike tfile».a))iM|t.iiiQnca99d io ifoiii likHi 
lo^st/e^r^, att^k^g. ^tofie towerjs MUMLty feet tHghi^ 

tb^^i jtp tbe groui)4 % of making fire fly out of thet> 

cott^age tops, aii4 tbea carrying off borses^ oxe% 

anfl bousehold^ge^r ; sometimeci beautiful young 

depE^Ssejls, high and Low^ rich and poor ; and someV 

times even tbe oldest son of a brave border barcuH; 

an$i, nqari^ying biin^ in spite of bis teetb, to somei 

otber border baron's comely daughter, and they> 

then producing a whole clanship of comely cousinv 

to carry on the border warfare to the end of tket 

^chapter*. Once I heard of a border baron takingi 

hU cow to London with bim» and sensible ol4> 

Haw|C8Y not liking the confined air of London^. 

finding her way back to Lauder again* Wheoi 

tbi#. wa^told to the cunning Eing James^-^^ Ayo; 

butfj^ said the King^ <^ how .the deel did she gefc 

acr^^s the bprders ? where were.the moss«troopf. 

er% that none of them picked bee up by thai 

way V^-^-^ Oh^" said the relator, ^^ the laird hadb 

put, the brqad arrow on bee rump* and the mosa*. 

troQpprs were. afraid ihe cow (pronouncing it tbah. 

English way) was yomr Majesty Ts;'* *> aye," said: 

tb<^ l$ailg> ^^ and the broad arrow gave the 

« Writuii in 1920. 
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moss-lroopers a cow^ (the Ring pronouncing it 
in the eoutbern way)^But, respected author of 
the Tales of my Landlord^ 1 wish to tell ^ou a 
tale of a le6« warlike strain. As I have read all 
your warlike tales, I do not see why you should 
nest read one of my more peaceable ones, but I 
Bsust tell you before i begin, your warlike, tales 
have not given me |i cow,wd\ shall continue ad 
find of your warlike tales as ever, and 1 sincerely' 
hope they will continue a good milk cow to you 
as long as you live ; for if 1 may judge from your 
writings, no one possesses the milk of human 
kindness more than you do. Mow, as you se^ I 
have turned over a new leaf with you, and am 
going to say nothing more about a cow, pray let 
me ask you if you ev^r heard of a redoubtable 
cultivator 'of 'the land on the south side of the 
f weed, called -Jethro Tull, of a fine old family 
in Yorkshire. This Jethro Tull was born at 
Wooler ; one dajr his mother came north to see 
ber father and mother, who lived near Yevering 
Bell, and being nearer her time than she was aware 
of, the lively little Jethro first saw the light at 
Wooler. ^^ Aye,'' said a sensible old Iftdy who 
was present, '^ as he is born at Wooler, beMl 
either be a m ool farmer, or a corn farmer ;" and ' 
as he was born on the mother'is visit to his grand* 
fktber and grandmother, near Yevering Bell, 
the old folks said he was a gift of Providence to 
them, and they would not part with young Jethro; 
so he gradually grew first to boys estate, when 
be went to school near Copeland Castle, and 
when he grew a little taller, often he would go' 
to the top of Yevering Bell, as he told his grand- 
father, ^^ to take a look over the Cheviot into 
England ;'* '^ but you are in England now, you 
monkey," said his grandfather. ^^ O," said 
Jethro, '^ but this is not the England J mean, 
this is Northumberland England; now grand* 
father 1 wish to be in Southumberland England."' 
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<' Why ?''— gaid the old inhabitant of the foot of 

Yevertnff Beli| and made a full stop. <^ Why? 

gniudrather/' said the boy, ^' because I wish to 

. j[o to Cambridge to tlie University ; old Ruben al 

, Copeland says he can teach me no more." ^^O, 

if that is your drift my bra?e grandson, you shall 

go to the University, and 1 will pay all your 

expenses ; but mindj/e^ you are to come always 

home here iu your vacation time." ^^ Yes, that 

my heart will prompt me to do ;" ^^ and mindj/ef 

you are to go to the University to learn, not to 

idle." ^< What/' said Jethro,^^ do youn^ men 

. ever go to the University to play the fool, and 

.not to iearn." ^^ Yes, Jethro, it is a melancholy 

truth," said the gi*andfather, ^' many young mea 

^go to the l^niversity to play the fool in earnesti 

for they not only do not learn, but they spend a 

great deal of their parents money in dinneriogy 

and drink about, and in horse racing, and eo^ 

fighting, and return greater asses than when they 

^went to the University." ^^ God keep me fronn 

<sttch company," said Jethro. - In short, Jethro 

went to Cambridge, studied hard, returned home 

an honour to- bis ancestry, and also aii honor 

to the University.' We have mentioned his old 

ichooliiiaster at Copeland : Ruben one day put 

Virgifs Georgien into his hand, and told him it 

;^was the most beautiful book be had ever read| 

this induced Jethro to pay much attention to it, 

and he always loved the Georgics of Virgil, it 

^ve him a great inclination for farming, and 

Ihe old lady's words at his birth became truoy 

^^ that be would either foe an wool farmer or a 

corn farmer."— in spite of his grandfether (who 

was a talented farmer,) he was admitted a Bar* 

rister of the Temple, and went on a tour of 

Jptirope, butin every country he travelled througB 

he paid more attention to the soil, the culture 

and vegetable productions, than to the court^ 

mannertf, and cnaracter of the people* On hii 
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Ml«rh 4o Enitendy ^«r weins his father and 
^mother at BowUtig Hall, near Bradford, be «et 
"dut fiir hh g;randratber^i nearCopeland Castte, 
^«t« place called Kirknewton, where he had pwr^ 
•Phased a rery handsome estate by his car^fol 
tniltivatiofi of the soil. After passing a shoKtime 
""Very happily with his grandfather, Who was ifow 
^ivety, and his grandmother, who was eighty^ 
Hhe old agriculturalist became vi^ry ill, and 
'When the doctor arrived and was asked -what Waa 
'fh^ <n>atter, his reply was, •« Mr Tcrllha^ the 
%49Prst of all diseases, old age, tlie^^fsteni is ioH9f 
^orn^ut, and ^Aaf tidinan can tei^t^e;*^ fHfe 
"(hiod oM ^man was soon aware bf'thi»,^linFd H^fie 
wy, whten Jethro*was by his'bed^r^e, •* Je^hro,^' 
•te iMiid, ^ as 1 cannot live king^ 1 havie feft' t9);ls 
Jiproperty'to you, and as you have always been U 
rj^ood and dbediemt grattd^on to tn^ atid my wilb, 
4 have gfven you the whole itianff^einfent and 
frorperty of Kirknewton ; hut you must let toy 
^fe femah) in this house as long as she liVes, 1 
<lmfow you love her dearly, as dearly as 1 hlKvto 
odways done, and as she brought me a good loil 
'^sWer^ 1 have left her half the rent^ instead of 
the third sum ; tntrtdye^ (his usual Word) you -patSf 
*er every half year ; and mindyt^ as regnlfet tra 
Midsummer day and Christmasday corned rottnd.^' 
Poor Jethro, drowned in a flood of tears, voWed 
4o his grandfather that his orders should foe 
ftithfully obeyed. It was not long after this that 
^Id Mr Tull was gathered to his fathers in Kiffc- 
«ewton chiinchyard, 'amidst the tears and tamen- 
Hitioiis of the whote family and neighbourhood. 
Mrs Tull bore the foss better than w»8 expected> 
Vlature had done her Worst with her, her feeling^ 
titere bluhfed,«he wept for a day or two, butlrfi^ 
titkiXi returned to her usual occupations, tfre 
ttfanagement of the house, her dairy, &c. 
.At this titnehe often visited Mr Finlaysoa*! 
Dryhurgb, who was a* school fellow of his at 
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.Copeland. On the opposite side of the valler, 
Tweed, a beautiful Ullej/ of the vallejf^ of the 

.name of Nancy Nonsuch, a damsel from the 
county of Surrey, lived with a grand nephew 
aiid grand neice of old Mr TulPs. Jethro wrote 
to bis father at Bowling, or rather Bowling Hall, 
and told him of the attachment he had formed for 
Nancy Nonsuch, and as be bad now a tolerable 

.good estate be hoped big father would give hifl 
approbation. His father returned a very sensi« 

'.ble answer, which was, as his grandmother waa 

^from circumstances better able to judge of the 

{propriety of the match, as he did not know the 
ady or her fiiends, if Mrs Tull approved of it, 
: he would give his approbation also. When 
« Jfethro showed his grandmother the letter, she 
said his father had behaved most handsomely io 
her, and most aflfectionately ia this circumstance^ 
in not wishing to bring a grand-daughter into her 
house she did not approve of; but that Nancy 
^Nonsuch was quite the wife she would have 
.chosen for Jethro, and she wrote herself to hifi 
, father^ (that is to her daughter and her husband> 
tp come at once to Kirknewton, and that tlie 
marriage should be carried through as soon as 
, the clergyman would perform the ceremony. In 
short, Jethro was married in the presence of his 
,rJatber, mother, and grandmother, to the girl of 
' bis affections, and the young people made a^n 
ejccursion to Tynemouth to pass the honeymoon; 
.and when they had amused themselves on the 
,Xyne, as far as Newcastle and Hexham, they 
jreturned by Whittingham and Wooler to Kirk- 
,newton, where they found their old grandmother 
.10 e^^cellent health, and happy to see theni. 
^ £very thing went on quite to their hearts content^ 
, the new Mrs Tull (Jethro'swife>did every thing 
, to make bis qld grandmother happy, and Jethro 
; went on with his farming concerns to the admif- 
^ation.of the whole country round| and to none 
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' ft gare more pleaBtire tbirn to ttiieir wise mf^h* 

^libur of Copeiand Castle, for Jethro attempted 

'with a toleraUedegree of success to reduce agri* 

'culture to cerliun and uniform principles, Iftid 

he was the first that made the attempt.^^ 

'Bvery agriculturist knows that Jethro Tuli was 

the first that ever thought of the drill ptoogfa, 

'and brought it into use. He now settled bimmf 

'p^nuanently on his grandfather's estate of Kirk* 

^newton, where he pursued an infinite number of 

a^icultural ejrperiments, till by intense appltea* 

[tion, vexatious toil, and too frequently expbsiitg 

'himself to the vicissitudes of heat and cold in the 

'open fields, hecontracted a disorder in his breast, 

^ which was incurable in an English climate, he Was 

* obliged to go abroad a second time, and his wife 

^ifrent with him to seek a cure in the milder cli* 

'mates of France and Italy. At this time he paid 

the most minute attention to the agriculture of 

those countries, and for the sake of employment 

during those three years, he employed himself in 

reducing his remarks and observations to writ* 

4ng, with a view of once more endeavouring to 

introduce them in his native country, if ever he 

tshould be so happy as to return to it in improved 

^health, and to be able to undergo the feilgua^of 

'a second attenipt. 

At Montpelier^ from the climate and the wtitera 

^^of that salutary sjpring, he found in a few mohtka 

4hat relief which all tne powers of plrfsie eotiM 

Hot afford him at home, and hefetufned'to-^})- 

'pearance perfectly repaired in ton^thufion, l^til 

greatly embarrassed in fortdne ; but his ~g¥a^* 

mother was dead, so he had (he wbold of KflH^* 

Hewton estate, to whti^h he returned "Wffb tt thAl 

'resolution to perfect his former tdiderltdth^, 

iiaving, as he supposed, devised meajis in his 

absence to obviate all difficulties, and to drive 

on his new practice of agriculture into general 

use by its success, in spite of all the-opposiefcfa 
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' thftt'ffhoeld ise railed* te iC by the lower ^m of 
^bttsfoatiditten, wbo hated all tortt of improvement 
whatever. He revised and rectified all his old 
' Mstnimefrts/ had them made in a more substan- 
tial mffaner, and contrived new onea proper for 
the difle^ent soils on his (arms, and he now went 
««§! pretty succestftilly, though not rapidly, nor 
•«mubh less expensively in instruments^ &c*^ in 
(4h« prosecution of his new and admirable system* 
.**— tie demonstrated to all the world the |^d 
• effects of hilt horse hoeing culture^ and by raising 
' crops of wheat for several years together in the 
:«ame (ield, equal in quantity, and superior in 
quality, to those of his country neighbours in the 
ordinary course, he demonstrated the truth of 
his new system, that labour and arrangement 
.would partly supply the place of dung and fallow^ 
and would produce more corn at an equal or a 
lees expense. 

He published several works on hi? system of 

agriculture; the first was a specimen only, which 

he published in 1731, which was followed by 

afiDther in 1733, by an essay on horse hoeing 

husbandry, a work greatly valued, aud trans-^ 

-lated into French by Mons. Du HanieK From 

-tbis time until 17S9, he continued to make se« 

vera! improvements in his excellent method of 

oultivuting wlteat,Qnd to publish answers to difler- 

rent objections made by his caterpillars the cfi* 

t'iies, who are as injurious to literature as the fly is 

•:lO turntips. But tho' Jetbro Tull was succeirsful 

AA demonstrating and layitig open to the worlds 

, very tti^t rate system of agriculture, he was uot 

itfbleto accomplish it himselL His expenses wero 

^<$nhant;ed several ways, biit chiefly by the refrac- 

f^toriness of workmen, and, 1 may sajr, wicked- 

rAess in destroying his instruments, and in the 

MUtfwillingness and awkwardness of his servants^ 

who because they either did not, or would n9t 

eoiiiprehend the iise of them, seldom failed to 
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break some essential part or other, in order to 
render them useless. These were also tried at 
Dryburgh. 

These advantages then were only disoemable 
to JehtroTuU himself--*theadvantagesaitending 
his new s)'8tem are discernable now by the whole 
world ; and it was now that our agricultural hero 
was prevailed upon to pnblith bis theory, at the 
solicitation 'of the neighbouring gentlemen, who 
were witnesses of its utility, iHustrated by anac« 
count of the result of its practice, which he eu* 
gaged to do, a nd faithfully performed, at no trivial 
Expense. His posthumous works were published 
by Mr Francis Forbes, entitled, " The extensive 
practice of the new husbandry, 1770, reviviii^^ 
the practice ot Mr Jethro TuU, who died at hid 
family seat, January 3, 1740, respected and U« 
mented hv all his neighbours and the whole dis« 
ti let of Northumberland." Mr Tull left a son, 
John, (an artillery officer*) who introduced post 
chaises and travelled by them in England, for 
which he obtained a patent in 1737. He also 
introduced the first diligence that ran with two 
hort^es and three passengers and driver, from 
Cornbill to Newcastle in one day : and aftev^ 
wards another to run from Cornbill to Editii- 
burgb. He soon found that the large stones oB 
the roads created holes, so he had some of 
them broke; this was the cominencenieni of 
improving the roads, so much needed in thotso 
days. When superintending these concerns, Mr 
John TuU, who resided near Kirknewton, on his 
own estate, was one day at Coldstream a( afoaU, 
where he met a Miss Lesslie, the daughter of ia 
•gentleman of landed property, with whom ha 
•(jbnced and afterwards met several times; he 
* made proposals to her, and as he was in tolerable 
.good circumstanees, he was not refused. The 

* Be was jLid-de-Canip to General Campbell, tvlio was killed aI 
^ tUe battle of Fontenoy, and died in Mr Tulfi armi. 
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Mthnr lit^ n IHtle wmyamt of Coldstremi/ Sht 
WBn an only dftaghter, and heiress to all her 
'4Wlher*s -flroperty. They were married, and Ae 
>%rMt iHMnfe to Kirknewtoni where Mr TulFs 
' mother was stili alive ; bat airher husband, before 
'te died, putrhaai^d'a boase for her in Wooler, 
*t^ refolded to remove to it as soon as she saw 
het sotvqirtetly settled in 'his father^s house, and 
Ihetook her two daughters wkh iier* 

Mr Tttll was the first who^began to improvae 
th^ gt^at roads, which be found in a very bad 
^fmdition; t>Bt^pon one occasion, as lie was re« 
•tUiriAn^ hdtne on liorseback iVom seeing an im* 
'^pPii^^i^i of his, he was attacked by a high way*' 
*-itnm, and as both of them had pistols, he was de* 
-i^rmiaed not to be robbed, and he told the high* 
WayiHan so, 1^0, without waiting far another 
^Wdrd, fti%d at liim, and wounded him in the left 
•'arm. fte tnstantty returned the fire, and bit ihe 
'Mghwayman on the right side of his head, and 
%ro^ght him tumbling from his borse, whith 
^idftfie^fatety raft away, as soon as he found his 
^Hfiagrtc^ the highwayman discounted. MrTuII 
4ried td secure the fellow, but be was not «o 
4»adly woutided, so ha got if p and ran away. Mr 
•Tufll would have followed and ssecured him, but 
%i^ left arm was so pdiiiful he was obliged to ge^ 
^Im llis liM'se as well as he coutd, ^tid rode to 
Wooler, from ^ich he was not far dtstaiit, and 
'W^ti to hfs mo^her^s, wbere a surgeon was sent 
^t*^«id drest his arm -, he said it was only a flesh 
-ll^und, b^uc be must remain quiet for a day or 
'tHVo. The consft^bles were sent out after the 
liiglrwayH^an, %ut 'he hud secreted himself 
^Moftrrigs^t the bills, and could not be taken. 

^Tbe year after thts, Mr John Tull btiilt a 
%fidge to iwprove the road near Wooler ; but 
*V€fry m4ic1i to his %aFff)rise, the first 'ftood the 
l*rerieftthe tirfeSge tmd foHned a nfew ted' abomc 
% Ifilartet* of ft mile fr6m it, and left ^tbe brid^ 
*** %igfh %iid ^ry^' as 4miitM*s 'sny^ B<anding*on dry 
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hind, find as his agreement was to keep up the 
bridge for seven years over the stream, he m^s 
obliged to build a new one, which he did the 
year following; and the stream of water, as if 
determined to empty his pocket again, left this 
new bridge and returned to [is former bed, iu- 
juring the old bridge a good deal but not wash- 
ing it down, so that he was obliged to repair the 
former bridge at considerable expense ; howeveiTf 
all this time his diligences and his post chaise 
patent was doing well, and filling bis pockety - 
One Christmas evening after tea,lhey were 
all sitting round the fire at Kirknewton, when 
his sons and some of their school* fellows, were 
-with them. ^^ John,*' said the father to^hiseld- 
est boy, ^^ tell me what you have read about 
Yevering." ** Yevering, father," said the boy, 
*^ as we all know is an inconsiderable village on 
the south side of the river Glen ; concerning it 
Bede tells us Paulinus coming with Edwin Kin^ 
of Northumberland, who built the Castle of 
Edinburgh, for his Queen Etbilbnrga,c9me.wiih 
this King and Queen to his royal hunting viUa;, 
called Adgefrin, remained there about aiivontb^ 
not in hunting, but baptising and catechising, 
and instructing the people who came to him in 
the Christian religion, and people from all the 
villages who flocked to them for that purpose. 
This ancient villa was deserted by succeeding 
Kings and another built in its stead at Mill field, 
called IVIaelmin Castle. On the soulb side of 
Yevering is a stone, or rather whinstone colum%. 
erected in memory of the battle of Geterhinge, 
fought here in 1414, between the English under 
Sir Robert Humfranville, the Lord Warden Q(f 
the Marches, and a strong party of the Scotch, 
in which the Caledonians were defeated." ^^ Very 
well, John," said the father. ** Now, Nancy," 
Maid he to his eldest daughter, ^^ let me hear 
what you have read about i evering Bell, for it 
is right you should know everything about your 
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own neighbourhood.** " Yevering Bell, father,** 
said Nancy, ^^ 1 have read is two thousand per« 
pendicular feet from the plain. Its top is level, 
as we all know from having been upon it many 
times, and girt with a wall of large whinstonen, 
enclosing about 16 acres. The entrance is on 
the south. In.^the east side is a paved way three 
paces broad, and thirty yards long, leads to a low 
circular mount girt with a slight wall, one 
hundred and eighty paces in circumference, with 
a ditch within ; its centre is crowned with a 
cairn of stones ten yards high, the middle hollow, 
six paces from brim to brim, and the stones be- 
neath calcined with fire; this I should suppose 
is the Bell, and most probably was usecT either as 
a druidical place of worship, or an ancient court 
of law, when the Northumbrian Kin^s lived at 
Adgefrin ; frin signifies in Norseman language a 
court of law. The sides of the mountain are 
covered with small buildings, or priest's houses, 
such as those seen by the margin of the higher 
Coquet, and through ail the Cheviot wurd. 
South of the Bell half a mile is a cairn called 
TamTallon's Grave.* On Newton Tor, a very 
high hill formerly covered with firewood, (Tor 
signifying so from Tor, the god of fire), are en- 
trenchments and a cairn; and on Hairlaw, which 
signifies the Lord's Holy Hill, is a camp ^irt 
round with a double rampart and ditch. The 
word Merr, in Saxon, signines Lord, or supreme 
being.*' But to end my tale, Mr Lesslie died, 
and left his daughter, Mrs John Tull, a very 
handsome fortune. Mr Tull then went to live 
at Fowberry Castle, which he enlarged and 
beautified, and the family past a happy time un- 
til the day of their father's death, when be left 
them all handsomely provided for. To his eldest 
eon he left Fowberry, and to his second Kirk- 
newtc^n. Yours faithfully, D. E. 

* A Packman was banged here, by bii pack falling on one nida 
•f tba itonai over hit neck, while bis body remained on Ibc olbcr. 
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A Monk I will not be, 
And that ru ict.you k« ; 
And all the Abbott in the land, 
Shall make no Monk of me. 

They little have to cat 

Of any tort of meaty 

And ai fpr wine, they •ddoni.hftfe. 

A,b«|ljf fttiUortnmtt 

Thear tm to »ug apd pi«7 
At da.wning of the day ; 
And in the night their rest if brokd 
• Some Latin I rath to iay« 

Their garb 1i coarse and foul, 

A tunic and a cowl ; 

No shirt they wear upon t|ic.k'bapMk 

Or stocking to their sole^ 

ConfessionBi too, they hear, 
Of evVy vile aflfair, 
or love intrigues and dirty joys, 
'Boui tf ash they do not can^ 

A Monk I will not be, 
A smart young lad like me, 
The Ittdies court me all the day^ 
Vor my great wit and glee. 

To hear me sing they come^ 
With me they carol long, 
And 1 amuse them with my tQiigi 
Ko one docs say 'tis wrong. 

A Monk I will not be. 

And that youMl shortly see. 

And all the Priors in the land ' 

Shail make no Monk of me, 

{By a Trttuherdimr Tr«vf/i!(r,— Found in the Abbey.^ 

ERRATA. 
In the Dedication, tot ** Duchess of Roxborgbe,*' read *< Harriot, 

Dochecs of RokburglM," 
Ta^e 7S. line 20, for •* Windsor burnt," lead "WiDdsor built." 
221, 10, for *• Tower of the Abbe>s,»' read •' Tour "of 

tbeAbbtys." 
185, 7, fox «• Bills," read •' BilU*« 
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